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7 Marines kllled in
Iraq suicide attack

Bombing is deadliest day for U.S. forces in 4 months ee.s

Slow-moving Frances strikes Fla. Panhandle

Above: Sgt. Patrick Kelly stands guard at one of the bridges leading to Hutchins IIdFI
Monday. Access to the islandre s being denied because of u nsal travel ¢ s fol
| ndfall of Hurricane Frances, which churned its way across Florida on Su dy

. n Monday. Kelly i wlthth Fl al Guard's llGth'IdArtIIryU it fre mA n Park, Fla.
I.eﬂ: Two unidentified people rid nal watercraft along Bayshore Boulevard in Tampa on Monday
morning after the remnants of Hurricane Frances flooded the street.
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California  wildfires: Firefighters

were hampered by erratic wind and low

humidity Monday as they made slow

progress against a fire that had burned

nearly 12,000 acres and four homes in the
Northern California wine country.

The fire, which started Friday northeast of
Geyserville in Sonoma County, had been 20
percent contained and full containment was
not expected until Wednesday, said Janet
Marshall, spokeswoman for the state Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire Protection.

firefighters had been injured, but not
crmcally About 40 residents had been evac-
uated from the area, about 60 miles north of
San Francisco.

The fire also threatened major power
lines from 21 generating plants in the Gey-
sers, the world’s largest geothermal power
facility.

Chicken wing champion: A woman weigh-
ing barely 100 pounds gobbled more than
five pounds of chicken wings to set a new
world record and win the
U.S.A. Chicken Wing Eat-
ing Championship at the
National Buffalo Wing
Festival in Buffalo, N.Y.

‘Sonya Thomas of Alex-
andria, Va, ate 161
wings in 12 minutes Sun-

ay.

Known by her nick-
name “The Black
Widow,” Thomas has
won several other eating
competitions. She said
she prepared by eating
only one meal Saturday and not eating at all
before the contest Sunday.

A record 66,000 people attended the
three-day wing festival, which also featured
a bobbing contest with a pool full of Buffalo
wings and blue cheese dressing.

World

Israel separation barrier: Israeli officials
have rerouted an unfinished stretch of the
separation barrier so it will not incorporate
West Bank land on the Israeli side, Defense
Minister Shaul Mofaz said Monday.

Also Monday, two senior Egyptian offi-
cials met Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
in the West Bank for talks on Israel’s
planned withdrawal from the Gaza Strip.

And Palestinian officials threatened to
boycott a conference of donor nations this
month set to focus on the Gaza withdrawal.

Palestinians want the meeting’s agenda
expanded to incorporate the internationally
backed “road map” peace plan.

Thomas

Mad cow disease: Japan could stop test-
ing newborn and younger cows for mad cow
disease without posing a risk to_public
health, a special panel decided Monday in a
ruling that could influence talks to lift To-
kyo’s ban on American beef imports.

Japan shut its doors to U.S. beef last De-
cember after the discovery of the United
States’ first case of mad cow disease, and
has urged Washington to impose blanket
testing of every cow as is required in Japan.

The panel of the Cabinet’s Food Safety
Commission concluded, however, that mea-
sures already in place to remove parts of the
cows most at risk for infection meant that ex-
cluding young or newborn cattle from test-
ing would not threaten consumers, said Hi-

Will work in Ira
outside a Manil
gathered at the agency following an

: A job recruiter reads out the names to job-seekers Monday as they gather
job recruitment agency hoping to land a job in war-torn Iraq. The workers.

that the is lifting

its ban of overseas Filipino workers to Iraq, which was imposed due to the kidnapping of
truck driver Angelo Dela Cruz. But with the country’s uncertain economy growth and the

government admitting a fiscal crisis recently,

roshi Aoki, a commission official.

Eating beef from a diseased cow is be-
lieved to cause the fatal human variant of
the disease, Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.

India and Pakistan talks: The foreign min-
isters of India and Pakistan concluded talks
Monday in New Delhi declaring that the
South Asian rivals had made significant
progress in improving relations, despite
their inability to agree on the future of divid-
ed Kashmir.

In a turning point in relations between the
nuclear-armed neighbors, the foreign minis-
ters sat side by side, publicly airing their

inos are still wi

g to take the risk.

Talks at Alitalia airline: The future of Ital-
ian flagship carrier Alitalia is at stake in a
meeting with unions Monday to reveal the
number of planned job cuts as part of a re-
structuring plan aimed at averting collapse.

The plan is expected to include slashing
about a third of 22,000 jobs, but Alitalia offi-
cials have refused to confirm the figure.

Union approval of the recovery plan is
crucial to the company’s survival as it
would allow Alitalia to access a $488 million
loan approved by the Italian government

e European Union.

deep divisions over the F prov-
ince, yet pledging to move forward in ways
that could ease tensions in the region.

“We both are sincerely committed to car-
rying forward the composite dialogue,” Indi-
an External Affairs Minister Natwar Singh
told reporters after finishing two days of
talks with Pakistan Foreign Minister Khur-
sheed Kasuri.

The mountainous Kashmir region has
been the flashpoint of two wars between
India and Pakistan since it was divided be-
tween them following the partition of the

i by Britain at i in

1947.

Bird flu outbreak: Malaysia announced
its second outbreak of deadly bird flu in
three weeks Monday, the latest near a north-
ern village close to the border with Thailand
where the disease was first detected.

The Veterinary Department said that le-
thal HSN1 strain of avian influenza was be-
lieved to be the cause of the deaths of 10
chickens and 20 quail in Kampung Belian, a
village three miles from the outbreak an-
nounced Aug. 17.

The discovery dashed plans to declare Ma-
laysia free of the disease, which has caused
massive losses among poultry farmers due
to import bans by the European Union, Sin-
gapore, Hong Kong, Japan and the Philip-
pines.

The HS5NI1 strain of bird flu has been
blamed for the deaths of at least 27 people
this year in Vietnam and Thailand, and Asia
has sought for months to stop it from spread-
ing.

Union The prime
ministers of Croatia and Macedonia praised
their close political ties Monday and pledged
to work together toward eventual European
‘Union membership for their countries.

Macedonia’s premier, Hari Kostov, said
the two former Yugoslav republics have no
outstanding questions between them, and
that their friendly relations can “stand as a
model” for others in the Balkans.

“Our cooperation should help both of us in
efforts to join the European Union and
NATO,” Kostov said after talks in Macedonia
with hls Croatian counterpart, Ivo Sanader.

Polio vaccine boycott ends: Health work-
ers met scattered refusals from parents
Monday as medical teams deployed
door-to-door in this largely Muslim Nigeri-
an state, rushing to inoculate 3.8 children
against polio after Muslim leaders lifted
their boycott of the vaccine.

Monday’s emergency inoculation cam-
paign was the second since July, when Kano
state Gov. Ibrahim Shekarau ended an
11-month ban of the vaccine.

Extremist Muslim clerics had led the boy-
cott, claiming the polio vaccine was part of a

-led plot to render Nigeria’s Muslims in-
fertile or infect them with 3

The boycott in Africa’s most populous
state spawned a resurgence of the crippling
virus across Africa, infecting children in
more than a dozen fok‘merly polio-free coun-
tries and threatening a worldwide,
U.N.-backed initiative to eliminate the virus
by 2005.
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1 Marines die in suicide
attack outside Fallujah

3 Iraqi soldiers
killed; several
others wounded

BY KIM HOUSEGO

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide attack-
er sped up to a U.S. military con-
voy outside Fallujah and detonated
an explosives-packed vehicle on
Monday, killing seven Marines
and three Iraqi soldiers, U.S. mili-
tary officials said. It was the deadli-
est day for American forces in four
months.

The force of the blast on a dusty
stretch of wasteland nine miles
north of Fallujah, a hotbed of
Sunni insurgents, wrecked two
Humvee vehicles and hurled the
suicide car’s engine far from the
site, witnesses and military offi-
cials said.

Early Tuesday, residents report-
ed strong explosions around Fallu-
jah. The U.S. command in Bagh-
dad said it had no information on
what was going on.

The bombing underscored the
challenges U.S. commanders face
in securing Fallujah and surround-
ing Anbar province, the heartland
of a Sunni Muslim insurgency bent
on driving coalition forces from
the country.

U.S. forces have not patrolled in
Fallujah since ending a three-week
siege of the city in April that had
been aimed at rooting out militia-
man. Insurgents have only
strengthened their hold on Fallu-
jah since then.

With Monday’s deaths, 990 U.S.
servicemembers have died since
the beginning of military opera-
tions in Iraq, according to a count
by The Associated Press based on
Defense Department figures.

Three soldiers were wounded
Monday in a roadside bombing in
eastern Baghdad.

After the suicide blast outside
Fallujah, medical teams in helicop-
ters ferried away the injured from

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 976 U.S. service-
members have died since the be-
ginning of military operations in
Traq in March 2003, according
to the Defense Department. Of
those, 730 died as a result of hos-
tile action and 246 died of non-
hostile causes.

The British military has re-
ported 64 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, 11; Poland, 10; Bulgaria,
six; Ukraine, six; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; and Den-
‘mark, El Salvador, Estonia, Hun-
gary, Latvia and the Nether-
lands have reported one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 838 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died — 621 as a result
of hostile action and 217 of non-
hostile causes, according to the
military’s numbers Friday.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

There was no update provided
over the weekend.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

M Two soldiers were killed
Sunday in a mortar attack on a
logistical base west of Baghdad.

The latest identifications re-
poned by the military:

M Marine Lance Cpl. Nicholas
Wilt, 23, Tampa, Fla; died Fri-
day from enemy action in Irag’s
Anbar Province; assigned to 1st
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
1st Marine Division, I Marine
Expeditionary Force, Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Cen-
ter; Twentynine Palms, Calif.

M Marine 1st Lieutenant
Ronald Winchester, 25, Rock-
ville Center, N.Y.; died Friday
from enemy action in Iraq’s
Anbar Province; assigned to 1st
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment,
1st Marine Division, I Marine
Expeditionary Force, Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Cen-
ter; Twentynine Palms, Calif.

the blazing wreckage and troops
sealed off the area.

Fallujah hospital officials said
four Iraqis were wounded by gun-
fire from U.S. troops near the si
of the bombing, but the U.S. mili-
tary had no confirmation.

The military condemned the
bombing as “a desperate act of in-
humanity” but insisted U.S. troops
will stay the course in Iraq until
local forces are in a position to take
over security operations. The slain
Americans belonged to the 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force.

Hours after the attack, an un-
manned U.S. spy plane crashed in
Fallujah. Afterward, jubilant resi-
dents picked up pieces of debris
and danced in the streets, display-
ing pieces of the aircraft to report-
ers, witnesses said.

Since the Marine siege ended,
gunmen have been using the city
as a base to manufacture car

bombs and launch attacks on U.S.
and Iraqi government forces. Fallu-
jah has become a virtual no-go
zone for U.S. troops, though Ameri-
can warplanes have repeatedly car-
ried out airstrikes against alleged
militant safe houses there.

Friday’s attack resulted in the
largest number of Americans
killed in combat in a single day
since May 2, when nine U.S. troops
died in separate mortar attacks
and roadside bombings in Bagh-
dad, Ramadi and Kirkuk.

Seven troops were killed on two
days last month but, in each case,
there were six Americans and one
foreign coalition member who
died. On Aug. 21, six U.S. service-
members and one Polish soldier
died in combat, and six were killed
on Aug. 15, along with a Ukrainian
soldier.

In other developments:

B Gunmen shot and killed a Nor-

A destroyed vehicle lies at the site of a massive car bomb attack
Monday on the outskirts of Fallujah, 40 miles northwest of Baghdad.

Seven U.S. Marines and three Iraqi sol
and several others were wounded, U.S.

wegian woman married to an Iraqi
Kurd in the northern city of
Kirkuk and slightly wounded her
daughter, police said.

B U.S. and Iraqi national guards-
men clashed with insurgents in the
northern city of Mosul, the U.S. mil-
itary said. Hospital officials said
three civilians were killed and
nine others wounded in the fight-
ing late Sunday.

M Iragi police seized a car
packed with explosives in Kirkuk
that authorities believed was going
to be used by a suicide bomber.
The seizure came two days after a
suicide car bombing outside a
Kirkuk police academy killed 20
people and injured S0.

M Iragi Minister of State Qassim
Dawoud said the trial of Saddam
and other indicted officials from
his regime would start “within a
few weeks ... before the end of this
year and before [Iraqi] elections,”
which are planned for January.

Saddam so far has had seven pre-

rs died in the suicide attack

U.S. forces have
not patrolled in
Fallujah since
ending a
three-week siege
in April.
Insurgents have
tightened their
hold on Fallujah
since then.
liminary charges filed against him,
including gassing thousands of
Kurds in 1988, the 1990 invasion of
Kuwait, the suppression of 1991 re-
volts by Kurds and Shiites, the
murders of religious and political

leaders and the mass displacement
of Kurds in the 1980s.

Captors free Turk

ANKARA, Turkey — A Turkish
driver taken hostage in Iraq was
freed by his captors on Monday,
Turkey’s foreign minister said.
The release came a day after the
driver’s company said it would
withdraw from Iraq in line with
kidnappers’ demands.

Mithat Civi, was released in Iraq
“as a result of our intense efforts,”
Foreign Minister Abdullah Gul
told reporters in Ankara.

The Turkish transport company
that employed Civi, Renay Interna-
tional, said on Sunday it was with-
drawing from Iraq in an effort to
save the life of the 48-year-old hos-
tage, whom Iraqi militants had
threatened to behead.

Renay, a company based in the
southern Turkish city of Antakya,
was the latest in a series of Turkish
companies to pull out of Iraq to try
to secure the release of captured
employees.

Drivers released

AMMAN, Jordan — Jordan’s
Foreign Minister Marwan Muash-
er said Monday that four drivers
kidnapped in Iraq recently have
been released.

Muasher told reporters that
while the kidnappers had said all
four were Jordanian, one was
Sudanese. On Sunday, an Iragi
militant group calling itself the
Shura Council of Fallujah Mujahe-
deen said it had captured the
four, claiming they were deliver-
ing items to U.S. forces in Iraq, ac-
cording to a tape broadcast in
part on Al-Jazeera TV.

Militants waging a 16-month in-
surgency have  increasingly
turned to kidnapping to force coali-
tion forces and contractors from
the country, while other kidnap-
pings are purely for financial gain.

From The Associated Press

Iraqi officials: Tests show man
in custody not Saddam deputy

BY MARIAM FAM
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Medical tests have proven that a
‘man being held in Iragi custody is not Izzat Ibrahim
al-Douri, the most wanted member of Saddam Hus-
sein’s ousted dictatorship, an Interior Ministry
spokesman said Monday, ending days of conflicting

claims about his purpoted arrest.

“The required tests to identify him showed that he

later in the day the Iragi defense minister said word
of his arrest was “baseless.” U.S. military command-
ers had also been unable to confirm his arrest.

military

American officials believe that al-Douri — Sadd
am’s former right-hand man — s playing an organi
ing role in the 16-month insurgency that has
plagued U.S. forces here.

Al-Douri was once the vice chairman of the Baath
Party’s Revolutionary Command Council and U.S.

officials believe he played an organizing

is not Izzat al-Douri,” spokesman Sabah Kadhim
told The Associated Press.

Kadhim said the man in Iraqi custody is a relative
of al-Douri who was not an important member of
Saddam’s ousted regime but was nevertheless want-
ed by authorities.

Iraqi officials on Sunday said they had nabbed
al-Douri during a shootout north of Baghdad, but

role in the 16-month-old insurgency.

He is No. 6 on the US. mllnary s list of 55
most-wanted figures from Saddam’s regime — the
king of clubs in the deck of cards — and U.S. forces
have offered a $10 million bounty for his arrest.
Forty-four of the people on the list already have
been killed or captured.

Saddam was arrested on Dec. 13, hiding in a tiny
underground bunker near Adwar.
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PHOTOS BY SETH ROBSON/Stars and Stripes

Above: Sgt. Mitch Dodson, 25, of the 2nd
Infantry Division’s Company C, 1st
Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, goes on
patrol in Iraq. Left: One of the Manchus’
Bradley fighting vehicles prepares for
action across an area of operations in Iraq
that covers 3,500 square miles of desert.

Strike Force Manchus keep supply route safe

2nd ID unit begins operations patrolling 3,500 square miles in Iraq

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

WESTERN IRAQ
he Strike Force Manchus are pre-
paring to take control of roughly
3,500 square miles of desert — one
of the largest areas of operations

in Iraq.

The soldiers from 1st Battalion, 9th In-
fantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division,
known as the Manchus because of their ser-
vice in China during the Boxer Rebellion
of 1901, began patrols in Iraq last week.

Strike Force, the 2nd ID’s 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, which includes the Man-
chus, has asked Stars and Stripes not to re-
veal the exact location of its units for secu-
rity reasons.

However, the Manchus’ commander, Lt.
Col. Joseph Southcott, said 1-9’s area of op-
erations is a vast expanse of desert that
does not include any large cities.

“We have small villages and towns. but
no major urban areas. The biggest feature
we have is a main supply route that bisects
our area of operations,” he said.

‘The Manchus’ primary mission is to pro-
vide security and freedom of movement
along the route, he said.

The unit responsible for security in the
area over the past year has done an excel-
lent job to minimize attacks on the road, he
said.

“Prior to their mission, they had experi-
enced a solider being injured or a vehicle
damaged every other day,” he said.

Now more than 100 days have passed
without a successful attack, he added.

Insurgents have been forced away from
the main supply route, according to mili-
tary officials.

Their main form of attack now is to plant
improvised explosive devices on side roads

to target U.S. patrols, Southcott said.

The bespectacled commander experi-
enced this up close on his first patrol in
Irag when an IED blasted the last Humvee
in his convoy into a canal, injuring two Ma-
rines in a joint force, he said.

“For everybody in the patrol it was very
instinctive. As soon as it happened there
was no doubt what it was. You pull over,
dismount, pull security, treat the wounded
and search the area,” he said.

Last Saturday night, several of Southcott’s
soldiers got their
own chance to
check out the area,
patrolling through
a small village
alongside another
unit.

The soldiers
rolled out in a con-
voy of Humvees,
using night vision
goggles to drive 50
mph along a dark
six-lane freeway.

The vehicles
stopped at an ob-
servation post over-
looking the main
supply route and
the soldiers trans-
ferred to Bradley
fighting vehicles.

When the Brad-
leys reached the
drop-off  point,
ramps dropped and soldiers stepped into
the landscape lit by a pale half-moon.

Instead of the desert that covers much of
1-9's area of operations, the soldiers could
see thick vegetation including gum trees,
palms, tall reeds and fields of native crops.

Farm animals disturbed by the visitors
began a chorus of brays, moos and barks
that announced their presence to the neigh-
borhood.

&k For everybody dow
in the patrol
it was very instinctive.
As soon as it happened
there was no doubt
what it was. You pull
over, dismount,
pull security,
treat the wounded
and search the area.?y

Lt. Col. Joseph Southcott

1-9 commander, on what happens
after a convoy vehicle is hit by an IED

One of the veterans had some advice for

the Manchus. “This isn’t just a walk in the
dark,” he said. “Make sure you are paying
attention.”

Another veteran advised the newcomers
that the locals respect only strength. “We
have killed so many insurgents they call
this the blood patch,” he said, pointing to
his unit’s insignia.

The patrol’s first stop was the local
mosque.

Houses lined both sldes of the dirt road

he soldlers walked

A baby cried in the
yard next to one of
them.

Locals sleep out-
doors because it is
cooler than sleeping
indoors, explained a
veteran.

The soldiers
stopped outside the
largest house in the
village. Sgt. Mitch
Dodson, 25, of Compa-
ny C, 1-9, learned the
house is home to the
local sheik.

The young soldier
from Elsmore, Kan.,
who has never met a
sheik, did not get to
meet one during the
patrol. This sheik,
who supports the coa-
lition, was recovering after insurgents shot
him, officials said.

Iraq is a pleasant change of scenery
after a year and a half in South Korea, Dod-
son said.

“The terrain here is really flat and it is
hot and dry. There are mountains and it is
hot and humid in Korea,” he said.

The soldiers cut across some fields and
stopped in a palm grove next to a canal full

of weeds.

Among the palms stood a tree trunk,
sheared of its branches, poking up like a
ship’s mast in the darkness.

A few months ago the tree was blown up
by four 155 mm artillery rounds that shat-
tered the front of a Humvee and threw the
machine into the canal, injuring two sol-
diers, the veterans said.

This night’s visit was meant to illustrate
that IEDs are placed on isolated dirt tracks
as well as the main roads.

Insurgents knew the soldiers patrolled
there and waited for them, the veterans
told the Manchus.

Further down the road, the soldiers
stopped outside the local high school.

In the darkness it looked much like an
American school, complete with a basket-
ball court and graffl

The veterans have waged a war of words
with locals who write anti-coalition graffiti.

The veterans responded with their own
pro-coalition graffiti and eventually chal-
lenged their opponents to meet for a show-
down.

Unfortunately, the soldiers got diverted
to a raid and didn’t make the appointment,
they said.

Last stop was the local market, a collec-
tion of tin sheds by the roadside.

The shops had their shutters drawn
when the soldiers arrived, but they are a
popular hangout for locals during the day,
the veterans said.

The soldiers finished the patrol by walk-
ing around the edge of a small lake to ren-
dezvous with the Bradleys.

“We have been preparing for a long
time. My soldiers are excited about getting
into the area of operations and beginning
to conduct our military operations in sup-
port of a stable and secure Iraq,” he said.

E-mail Seth Robson at: robsons@pstripes.osd.mil
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Iraq boosts security at vulnerable oil fields

BY BASSEM MROUE
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s government is stepping up
efforts to protect its vast and valuable oil infrastruc-
ture, hoping to reduce constant attacks that have de-
prived Iraq of much-needed reconstruction money.

Battered by constant sabotage, Irag’s Oil Minis-
try has deployed a new 14,000-member security
force, has begun paying tribal leaders to guard pipe-
lines and plans to double its fleet of reconnaissance
aircraft, Oil Ministry spokesman Assim Jihad said
Sunday.

Though similar measures have been tried in the
past, efforts by oil officials to make pipelines more

Out in the field, conditions get rough. You want & seasoned
pro by your side. Panasonic Toughbooks are proven reliable
with a less than five percent fallure rating compared with the
25 to 35 percent failures of other manufacturers. Reliability
Is notched up even higher with GTSI, Panasonic
Toughbook's equally experienced partner, providing

rapid fulfiliment, superior service and warranties.

Panasonic Toughbook Resume

secure have taken on a renewed urgency in recent
weeks, in hopes of safeguarding revenue that
makes up almost 95 percent of Iraq’s budget.
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hopes of destabilizing the government and hamper-
ing reconstruction efforts.

No longer satisfied with spectacular attacks on
major lines, militants have also hit smaller, less
vital pipelines — a move that keeps oil workers con-
stantly fighting to merely keep the fires out and re-
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desert where many lines are attacked.

Veteran

Panasonic Toughbook 51

+ Ponthum’ M 4.6GHz (Cantring)

+ 256MB/exp. 1.25G8; 40GE HOD

+ DVD/CORW

+ BEK+LAN; B02.11b+5; Windows'XP
ADMC CUN 0113001607 62,018.00

o | Rellable o | High performance
of | Wireless o | Firstto market
AFTOP
EDITORS'|
O Secure o | Affordable
Mobile o | Durabie

Integrated options

Full Magnesium case

Market leader

Shock-mounted HDD

A

LNENLNL LS

federal partner,
and warranties.

Buy direct from GTSI, Panasonic Toughbook's exclusive

for rapid order fulfillment, service

Celebrating
Our 10-Year
Partnership

For more on how GTSI and Panasonic can support your agency,
visit GTSI.com/Panasonic or call B88-GO TOUGH.

Fighting

may hit

Iraqi rebel areas
before election,
Gen. Metz says

BY JIM KRANE
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A U.S. assault
on one or more of Iraq’s three
main “no-go” areas — including
Fallujah — is likely in the next
four months as the Iraqi govern-
ment prepares to extend its con-
trol before January’s elections,
the U.S. land forces commander
said on Sunday.

Army Lt Gen. Thomas F.
Metz’s  announcement —came
after a month where attacks on
US. forces reached an average
of almost 100 per day — the high-
est level since the end of major
combat last year.

Metz, the No. 2 American mili-
tary leader here, said Iraq’s up-
coming general election is the
next major milestone for the
United States in Iraq.

The U.S. military will work to
regain control of rebel strong-
holds and turn them over to
Iraq’s fledgling security forces
s0 elections will be seen by Ira-
qis — and the world — as free
and fair.

“I don’t think today you could
hold elections,” Metz said during
an interview with three report-
ers at Multinational Corps head-
quarters near Baghdad Interna-
tional Airport. “But I do have
about four months where I want
to get to local control. And then
T've got the rest of January to
help the Iragis to put the mecha-
nisms in place.”

A US. military offensive will
be needed to bring the toughest
places to heel in this Califor-
nia-sized country, Metz said. The
rebel-held western city of Fallu-
jah is the biggest military obsta-
cle.

“It will take all lines of opera-
tion to get Fallujah under local
control, which includes the secu-
rity line of operation, which
would require troops,” Metz
said.

The next biggest problem, in
U.S. military terms, is Samarra,
60 miles north of Baghdad. Sa-
marra also lies in guerrilla
hands.

Metz believes the easiest of the
three to re-establish control is
Baghdad’s Shiite Muslim slum of
Sadr City. Parts of the neighbor-
hood of 2 million remain the fief-
dom of rebel cleric Muqtada
al-Sadr, whose supporters have
wired it with hidden bombs and
booby traps, U.S. officials say.

Besides these centers of rebel-

lion, wide swaths of Iraq remain
beyond government control and
out of reach of elections. These
include Sunni Muslim areas
north and west of Baghdad and,
perhaps, southern Shiite cities
like Basra, where rebellious sec-
tions resist U.S. or British troops.

Assaults to retake these areas
could be done one after another
or simultaneously, Metz said. He
said one or more might be solved
through ne-
gotiations,
with leaders
warned that
their cities
face a devas-
tating  U.S.
offensive if
the  insur-
gents don't
stand down.

“If you're
aleader in a
town ... do
you want to have to go rebuild it
because it got destroyed, be-
cause foreign fighters came to
hang out in your city? They can
help us make these decisions,”
Metz said.

The general said the Ameri-
cans’ August siege of Najaf could
be considered a model for subdu-
ing rebel-held areas.

U.S. and Iraqi officials consid-
er the three-week battle in the
Shiite holy city a success, al-
though it left Najaf in ruins with
hundreds of Iraqi fighters and ci-
vilians dead and nine Americans
killed. Al-Sadr’s defeated militia
fled the city and it is now under
government control. Efforts to re-
build Najaf are under way.

Last week, a top U.S. civilian
official here told the New York
Times that elections could be

Metz

could leave vast chunks of Iraq
outside the democratic process.

‘The vote is a massive undertak-
ing. Some 10 million eligible vot-
ers need to be registered and
around 9,000 polling places
across the country must be set
up and protected. Candidates,
who have yet to begin campaign-
ing, need to be able to move
across Iraq.

Metz said the U.S. military
would help in creating condi-
tions for the vote to go forward
— subduing rebel areas and of-
fering intelligence and backup
security for polling — but would
stay clear of the vote itself.
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Senator: Franks told of forces shift

Graham says general talked of troops moving into position for Iraq war

BY WILLIAM C. MANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A former
Senate Intelligence Committee
chairman asserted Sunday that
the general who ran the war in Af-
ghanistan said more than a year
before the U.S.-led invasion of
Iraq that his resources were
being shifted in preparation for
taking on Saddam Hussein.

Sen. Bob Graham, D-Fla., con-
tends that just months into com-
bat in Afghanistan, Gen. Tommy
Franks also told him that fighting
terrorism in Somalia, Yemen and
elsewhere should take priority
over invading Iraq.

Graham said Franks told him
he thought the United States

&k First, we should
vin the war in
Afghanistan.

Second, move to
Somalia, which
as he described
was almost
anarchy but with
a substantial
number of
al-Qaida cells;
then to Yemen.?¥

we were getting into,” Graham
said.

Last week, Franks gave fellow
Texan Bush a rousing endorse-
ment in a speech at the Republi-
can National Convention. Franks
said he had seen in Bush’s eyes
“the courage to stand up to terror-
ists and the consistency neces-
sary to beat them.”

In “American Soldier,” Franks’
memoirs published last month,
he mentioned none of the points
Graham reported in his book. The
retired general could not be
reached Sunday. There was no im-
mediate response to a message
left at Tampa’s Central Command
headquarters.

Graham wrote of his meeting
with Franks in a book, “Intelli-
gence Matters,” which goes on

knew less about the situation in
Iraq than did some European gov-
ernments, and the Bush adminis-
tration should ask them for ad-
vice.

The senator, who is retiring at
year’s end, said his conversation
with the now-retired general
came in February 2002, when
Graham was chairman of the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee.

That was the month that Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell told a
House committee that President
Bush was considering “the most
serious set of options one might
imagine” to bring “regime
change” in Iraq, including the pos-
sibility of doing it alone. At least

Former Senate Intelligence
Committee Chairman Sen. Bob
Graham, D-Fla., appears Sunday
on NBC’s “Meet the Press.”

one European leader, German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder,
said a few days later that Bush
had assured him “he harbors no
attack plans.”

The invasion began March 19,
2003, over the vigorous protests
of Germany and most other major
U.S. allies except Britain, which
joined the invading force. Gra-
ham opposed the war.

Graham said on NBC’s “Meet
the Press” that his meeting with
Franks was at the general’s head-

Sen. Bob Graham
Detailing what Gen. Tommy
Franks said to him about the
strategy for the war on terror

quarters, Central Command in
Tampa, Fla.

“He laid out a very precise
strategy for fighting the war on
terror,” Graham said.

“First, we should win the war
in Afghanistan. Second, move to
Somalia, which as he described
was almost anarchy but with a
substantial number of al-Qaida
cells; then to Yemen. And that we
should be very careful about Iraq,
because our intelligence was so
weak that we didn’t know what

sale Tuesday.

In an excerpt read on “Meet
the Press,” the senator said
Franks told him “his men and re-
sources were being moved to
Iraq, where he felt that our intelli
gence was shoddy. This admis-
sion was coming almost 14
months before the beginning of
combat operations in Iraq and
only five months after the com-
mencement of combat in Afghani-
stan.

Graham alleges in his book that
the White House stood in the way

Donor’s conference

TOKYO — Japan, a major
contributor of aid to Iraq, is
planning to host a donors’ con-
ference for Iragi reconstruc-
tion as early as next month, a
government spokesman said
Monday.

Tokyo already has pledged
$5 billion through 2007 for hu-
manitarian assistance and re-
building in postwar Iraq, the
second-highest amount after
the United States.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hi-
royuki Hosoda said Tokyo's
large aid pledge made Japan
an appropriate site for a donor
conference.

“We are making arrange-
ments to host the conference
as early as October,” Hosoda
told a news conference. He
didn’t offer any other details.

Foreign Ministry officials
said it was too early to say how
many countries plan to send
envoys.

Standoff in Najaf

NAJAF, Iraq — Dozens of
Iragi national guardsmen sur-
rounded the offices of radical
Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr
in the holy city of Najaf on
Monday, but backed off amid
pressure from Iraq’s top Shiite
cleric, al-Sadr’s supporters
and witnesses said.

Troops closing in on
Al-Sadr’s offices in a small
alley in Najaf's Old City met

of

who wanted to look into purport-
ed ties between the Sept. 11 hi-
jackers and the Saudi govern-
ment.

Kuwait alarmed extremists are recruiting
teenagers to fight U.S.-led coalition in Iraq

BY DIANA ELIAS

The Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — Every Friday,
17-year-old Dhari al-Zahameel’s famlly would
wait for him to come back from the mosque so
they could have lunch together. Then one day
the young al-Zahameel didn’t come home, in-
stead sending word he had gone to fight in the
jihad, or holy war.

The teenager did not say where he was
headed, but his father, Othman al-Zahameel,
found out the boy had
taken a flight to Syria
that day — April 30 —
with a friend of about
the same age. The
final destination was
not difficult to figure
out: Iraq.

The elder al-Zaha-
meel said he made
several fruitless trips
to Syria to search for
his son. Then, in
mid-July, Dhari, his
friend and two other
Kuwaitis — one also a
teenager — were sent
home from Syria.

The Kuwait govern-
ment said they had
been accused of try-
ing to enter Iraq illegally, the first official ac-
knowledgment that citizens of this U.S. ally
were taking up arms against American troops
in Iraq.

It was something of a shock because this
small oil-rich state owes its 1991 liberation

One Kuwaiti security
official said Muslim
radicals are recruiting
teens because they are
too young to remember
Saddam’s 1990 occupation
of Kuwait and so have
no qualms about
fighting their country’s
liberators in Iraq.

from a seven-month Iragi occupation to a
U.S.-led coalition and Kuwait was the launch
pad for the war that toppled Saddam Hussein
last year. Just as upsetting was that apparent-
ly many of those recruited by Kuwaiti extrem-
ists to fight in Iraq are teenagers.

One Kuwaiti security official said Muslim
radicals are recruiting teens because they are
too young to remember Saddam’s 1990 occu-
pation of Kuwait and so have no qualms about
fighting their country’s liberators in Iraq.

Upon their return to Kuwait, Al-Zahameel
and his three com-
rades were detained
by Kuwaiti security
officers, and infor-
mation from their in-
terrogations led to
the arrest of 14 ex-
tremists  suspected
of recruiting them
or preparing for ter-
rorist attacks here.

The teenager re-
mains under investi-
gation and could
face up to two years
in juvenile detention
if he is convicted of
leaving the country
to fight Americans,
said his lawyer, Ab-
dullah al-Otaibi.

Osama al-Menawer, a lawyer who repre-
sents Islamic fundamenlalislb, said dozens of
Kuwaitis seeking to join Iraq’s insurgency
have entered the country through Syria, Iran
and Turkey, avoiding Kuwait’s own tightly
controlled frontier.

For more than a decade this Gulf emirate
has been gripped by a struggle between liber-
als who want more freedoms and a stronger

who
favor full implementation of sharia, or Islamic
law.

Westernized liberals, while conceding the
fundamentalists are well-organized, say their
rivals are able to have more influence than
their numbers would suggest because the ma-
jority of Kuwaitis play no active role in poli-
tics.

The recruiting of the teenage al-Zahameel
has sounded an alarm that the country’s youth
is in danger of being brainwashed.

The minister of endowments and Islamic af-
fairs, Abdullah al-Matoug, recently said the
matter “should not be taken lightly,” though
he insisted extremists are a small minority in
Kuwait.

Islamic Web sites, videotapes and
CD-ROMS popular with young Muslims call
foreign forces in Iraq “crusaders” and “bar-
barian thieves” and refer to the Muslims who
die fighting them “martyrs.”

The videos and CD-ROMs are not publicly
sold, but are circulated in Islamist circles. Au-
thorities have nnl blocked most militant Web
sites that are “very popular” among the
'young, according to al-Otaibi, the lawyer rep-
Tesenting al-Zahameel.

The elder al-Zahameel said his son, whom
he has visited twice in detention, realized he
made a mistake.

“He told me, ‘I was tricked and they made
me see myself in paradise with the maid-
ens.”” Some Muslims believe they will go to
paradise to be served by 70 virgins if they die
defending God and their honor.

stiff from scores of
al-Sadr supporters — apparent-
ly unarmed — who demanded
they present a search warrant.
A tense standoff ensued with
neither side willing to give in.

Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sis-
tani, Iraq’s most respected Shi-
ite cleric, however, intervened
and summoned al-Sadr and Na-
jaf's governor to his office to
discuss the issue.

Details of the talks were not
revealed, but the guardsmen
were later seen pulling out.

“The meeting was the result
of the irresponsible behavior
around the office,” said Sheik
Raed al-Kadhimi, al-Sadr’s
spokesman.

Gas line targeted

KIRKUK, Iraq — Saboteurs
targeted a natural gas pipeline
in northern Iraq on Monday,
an act that could effect power
in several cities, a police offic-
er said.

The pipeline connects the
Janbour fields with the Beiji
Electricity station some 45
miles to the south, said Col. Mo-
hammed Ahmad from the Oil
Protection Police. The Jan-
bour fields are 12 miles south
of Kirkuk.

Firefighters were able to ex-
tinguish the fire about half an
hour after it started, he said.
He added that experts from
the company will replace the
damaged pipeline by a new
one within a day.

The Beiji Electricity Station
could generate up to 400 mega-
watts a day and supplies the
northern cities of Mosul,
Kirkuk and Tikrit, with power,
Ahmad said.

From The Associated Press
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Pilot burden blamed for fatal Kosovo crash

Warrant officer training in unfamiliar terrain when helicopter went down

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

WURZBURG, Germany — The
pilots of an AH-64A Apache heli-
copter were flying too low over
unfamiliar terrain at night when
they crashed into a thick cable
strung between two hilltops in Ko-
s0v0, according to an Army inves-
tigative report on the June 8,
2003, accident.

The fiery crash of aircraft No.
473 near Novo Brdo, 12 miles
north of Gnjilane, killed the two
pilots from Company C of the 1st
Infantry Division’s 1st Battalion,
1st Aviation Regiment: Chief War-
rant Officer 3 Andrew Robbins
and Warrant Officer 1 Devon DeS-
ouza.

The investigative team, led by
Maj. Shawn Allen of the headquar-
ters staff of the 1st ID’s aviation
brigade, attributed the accident
in part to the too-heavy burden
placed on Robbins, the senior
pilot.

Robbins had been charged with
training his brand-new co-pilot
while carrying out a long, com-
plex mission at night while flying
aroute he didn’t know.

In the clinical language of the
investigation’s list of findings, the
report said the pilots’ chain of
command had “allowed [Rob-
bins] to bear a high level of train-
ing burden, which ultimately ex-
ceeded [his] ability to manage
mission risk and avoid known
man-made hazards to terrain
flight.”

In short, he was too busy and
made a fatal mistake.

Experienced pilot

Robbins, 41, had been one of
the battalion’s most experienced
pilots. He had flown Army heli-
copters since 1986 and was the
company’s standardization and in-
structor pilot — the teacher for all
the other pilots in the unit. He
had racked up more than 2,800
hours flying helicopters, more
than half of them in Apaches.

“He was more than just compe-
tent,” his friend and fellow
Apache pilot, Chief Warrant Offic-
er 3 Sean McNulty, told Stars and
Stripes six weeks after the crash.
“When you flew with him, you
knew you were going to learn
something.’

That is part of the reason why
he had been paired with DeSouza,
29, a former Marine who was one
of 1-1 Aviation’s newest pilots.
Fresh out of training, he had
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flown just 56%: hours in Apaches,
including his training.

Since arriving in Kosovo in
early May, DeSouza had flown
only about 10 hours. There was
no record he had ever taken a re-
quired “local area orientation”
flight, according to the report. He
had logged only two hours using
night-vision systems, and none in
the previous 22 days.

The report said Robbins, “by
virtue of [DeSouza’s] inexperi-
ence, assumed a high cockpit
workload” on the patrol, noting
that it took place in the final
one-third of the duty day and the
final 30 minutes of the flight.

According to transcripts of
sworn statements by the two pi-
lots of the second Apache (their
names, like all names in the re-
port except those of the deceased
pilots, were removed from the re-
port by an Army censor), the two
helicopters took off from Camp
Bondsteel about 9:30 p.m. on
what one pilot described as “a
clear night with perfect weather.”
Their mission was to fly over and
vldeotape 20 locations of interest
in the American zone of Kosovo.
No. 473 flew in front, the second
aircraft, No. 470, trailed.

Earlier, during daylight, anoth-
er team had flown the same route.
They briefed the night pilots on
possible hazards, but neither Rob-
bins nor DeSouza had ever flown
it before.

Near Novo Brdo, the day pilots
had noted twin towers on two adja-
cent hills, apparently part of a
local mining operation. Several
wires stretched between the tow-
ers, and an ore bucket one of the
pilots described as looking like a
gondola hung from one. He later
told investigators he had warned
DeSouza about them, and
watched the young pilot mark
them on his map.

Robbins, DeSouza and the two
other pilots finished filming tar-
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gets south of Bondsteel, then refu-
eled at the base and headed
north. After flying over Novo
Brdo, the two Apaches headed to
the next target.

As they headed into a hilly,
wooded area about 1:15 a.m., Rob-
bins and DeSouza banked left,
with No. 470 about 10 rotor
lengths behind. Suddenly, one of
the trail pilots saw a plume of
light through his night-vision gog-
gles. The other saw pieces of de-
bris fly toward him and the lead
aircraft plunge to the ground.

The trail aircraft quickly rose
to a safe height and tried to raise
No. 473 on the radio. Then they
called a ground team from the
2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regi-
ment as well as crash/rescue and
medical evacuation teams.

&k [Chief Warrant
Officer 3 Andrew
Robbins] was
more than just
competent. When
you flew with
him, you knew
you were going
to learn
something. 9y

Chief Warrant Officer 3

Sean McNulty
Apache pilot

It was too late. The lead Apache
fell onto a dirt road and erupted
into flames, its ammunition ex-
ploding. A fire truck left Camp
Monteith at 2:20 a.m. and reached
the scene 53 minutes later, ac-
cording to an Army Criminal In-
vestigative Division report. Fire-
fighters doused the flames with
2,000 gallons of water.

Flying too low

As the unit grieved and the fam-
ilies buried their dead, investiga-
tors reviewed flight documents
and interviewed other pilots.

In their sworn statement, the pi-
lots of the trail aircraft denied
dropping below the minimum alti-
tude of 300 feet during the flight.

But Allen reviewed the video in
No. 470’s onboard camera. It cap-
tured Robbins and DeSouza’s air-
craft during the first 65 minutes
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of the flight as well as the
post-crash fire, but not the crash
itself. The video showed No. 473
had flown too low at least three
times during that hour, once as
low as about 160 feet.

Allen measured the height of
the four wires, and the highest
was 238 feet. The hanging ore
bucket lay on the ground near the
wreckage.

The sworn statements of 1-1
Aviation pilots showed a unit
stretched to its limits. The 1st In-
fantry Division’s scheduled year-
long peacekeeping tour had been
extended by three months be-
cause of the demands of the Iraq
war. Its three six-aircraft Apache
companies rotated through Koso-
vo for intense three-month tours.

One pilot told investigators
there simply werent enough
crews to allow pilots to fly both
daytime ~ reconnaissance and
nighttime missions and still get
their proper crew rest.

Allen completed his investiga-
tion, called a “collateral report,”
later that month. After a review
by the division’s senior leader-
ship, it was cleared for public re-
Jease last October. But a request
for the document by Stars and
Stripes to the division’s public af-
fairs office made last August
went unanswered, apparently lost
as 1st ID prepared for its deploy-
ment to Iraq.

The request was renewed
through V Corps in May and re-
leased by the division’s Staff
Judge Advocate in mid-June.

Allen’s report made several rec-
ommendations to 4th Brigade
leaders, including enforcement of
the 300-foot minimum altitude, re-
quiring an orientation flight for pi-
lots new to Kosovo, limiting the
number of targets on a given
flight, and barring pilots without
experience on night-vision sys-
tems from flying on real-world
missions.

The unit had only a few weeks
to implement them. Company C
returned from Kosovo July 24, ap-
proaching its home field at Katter-
bach, Germany, in the traditional
“missing man” formation. Before
they left, they held a ceremony re-
naming the airfield at Camp Bond-
steel in memory of Robbins and
DeSouza.

“We missed them on the way
home,” Capt. E.J. Irvin, Company
C’s commander, said in a short
welcome-home speech at the
time. “We felt them with us in the
cockpit. They were there in spir-
it”

E-mail Steve Liewer
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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The investigation

The investigative team, head-
ed by Maj. Shawn Allen of the
1st Infantry Division’s 4th Bri-
gade headquarters staff, is-
sued a series of “ﬁndings” and
“recommendations” following
an investigation into the fatal
crash of an AH-64 Apache
near Novo Brdo, Kosovo, on
June 8, 2003. They included:

Findings

M The aircraft crashed after
striking cables that were less
than 300 feet above the
ground, the minimum altitude
for en-route flight in Kosovo.
The crashed aircraft descend-
ed below 300 feet at least three
other times during the flight.

B The co-pilot gunner, War-
rant Officer 1 Devon DeSouza,
had not received a mandatory
“local area orientation” brief-
ing, which focuses on terrain
hazards, between his arrival in
Kosovo and the crash.

W Pilots flying the route dur-
ing the day had failed to pass
along critical information
about en-route hazards to the
night crew.

W DeSouza had almost no ex-
perience flying under night-vi-
sion systems at the time of the
crash.

M The mission assigned was
too much for one two-aircraft
team to accomplish.

M The pilot-in-command,
Chief Warrant Officer 3 An-
drew Robbins, had too much
burden in bemg required to si-
multaneously train DeSouza
and carry out a complex, in-
tense mission.

W The pilots relied too heavi-
ly on Global Positioning Sys-
tems and not enough on maps
with marked hazards.

Recommendations

M Take “command action”
to prevent pilots from flying
below the 300-foot minimum
altitude.

B Require a “local area ori-
entation” flight for all newly as-
signed aviators in Kosovo.

B Comply with guidelines re-
quiring a_daytime reconnais-
sance flight and a formal de-
briefing session before a night
mission.

W Bar aviators with no expe-
rience using night-vision sys-
tems in Kosovo from flying on
operational missions.

M Limit “must-have” recon-
naissance targets to six per
2Yx-hour fuel load.

Source: Paraphrased from Collateral
Investigation, AH-64 Apache Aircraft
#8700473 Crash at Novo Brdo, Koso-
V0, 8 June 2003

\ahh  th

o
parteriirche®

.LarSales



Tuesday, September 7, 2004

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 9

Wallets get boost from misued gas coupons

Naples regularly warns of penalties for selling,
trading discount coupons for goods and services

BY KENDRA HELMER
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Drivers who
fuel up at gasoline stations in the
Naples area sometimes roll away
with pumped-up wallets, despite
rising fuel costs.

By illegally selling and trading
discount gas coupons for goods
and services, some sailors and De-
fense Department civilians say
they can double what they pay for
the coupons.

The difficulty in tracking down
those abusing the gas coupon sys-
tem make it impossible to deter-
mine the extent of the misuse, offi-
cials say.

But it is enough of an issue that
the base uses the base newspa-
per, newcomer orientation class-
es and ads on American Forces
Network to regularly warn per-
sonnel about penalties for misus-
ing their coupons.

Franco Aievoli, supervisor of

storage at Capodichino in Naples,
Italy, is dwarfed by high shelves
containing boxes of used gas
coupons.

“To deter it is a problem,” said
the base commander, Capt. Dave
Frederick. “But what to do [for
punishment] is not a problem.”

Frederick said that the misuse
does occur, and said he has re-
voked people’s privileges for it.

Frederick has personally seen
misuse. He said that once while
he was jogging past a gas station
not authorized to take coupons,
he saw a woman with military
plates fueling up. When he saw
her pay with coupons, he got her
license plate number, called her
sponsor and revoked her privileg-
es.

Selling the coupons for a profit
is easy to do, according to people
interviewed by Stars and Stripes.

In fact, some gas stations in this
southern Italian city are known
for their aggressive attendants
who eagerly inquire, “Sell cou-
pons?” when they spot an Ameri-
can at the pump.

Their eagerness is fueled by
the fact that eligible US. and
NATO personnel do not pay tax
on gas. The coupons cost about 52
cents a liter, while Italians pay
about 1.20 euros (about $1.45) a
liter for gas.

“It’s a very sensitive program
indeed because .. we have an
enormous savings made by per-
sonnel,” said Bart DiMuccio,
tax-free office administrator at
the Capodichino base in Naples,
which oversees the coupon pro-
gram for U.S. and NATO com-

mands in all of Italy, including
Sardinia and Sicily.

From October 2003 to Septem-
ber 2004, coupons for 98.5 million
liters were printed. Military per-
sonnel save up to $90 million a
year with the program, he said.

“We have an excellent relation-
ship with the Italian ministries of
defense and finance ...” DiMuccio
said. “We must make sure this
program is crystal clear, we must

make sure everything is done by
the book.”

A driver is supposed to use the
coupons at Agip and Esso gas sta-
tions, filling in the signature, date
and license plate in front of the at-
tendant.

“The gas station attendant
should ask for ID,” DiMuccio
said.

But of more than 20 people in-
terviewed, including several who
have lived in Naples for years,
none had ever been asked for
identification, and several admit-
ted to leaving the coupons blank.

And while some say the risk
isn’t worth it, others readily
admit to making a profit off their
coupons.

Many steered clear of talking
about such misuse — and not just
because they risk losing their priv-
ileges.

“Don’t do a story,” several
grumbled, expressing fear that of-
ficials may try to crack down on
what they see as a way to supple-
ment their income.

Moneymaking scheme

Rather than haggle with un-
known attendants who drive a
hard bargain, several personnel
looking to sell coupons say they
just go to Italians they know and
trust. None of the sellers would
agree to be identified for fear of
punishment.

Some say they get 85 euro cents
per liter, while others get as high
as 1 euro per liter, a profit of 68
U.S. cents per liter.

Getting euros for the coupons
isn’t the only way people cash in.
Some off-base mechanics, eager
to save money on gasoline, offer
their services in exchange for cou-
pons.

One petty officer said repairs to
his car were going to cost 400
euros (about $480), so he gave the

PHOTOS BY KENDRA HELMER/Stars and Stripes

Sandra Sambri, a tax-free clerk at Capodichino in Naples, Italy, checks
gas coupons to see if they have signatures. Used gas coupons are
returned to the tax-free office on base, where employees check them

to ensure they are filled out.

mechanic 400 liters of gas cou-
pons, for which he had paid $208.
The sailor saved $272.

One government worker said
he sells his leftover coupons for 1
euro per liter.

“I know I'm not supposed to do
it, but if you're allowing me 400 li-
ters and I don’t use it, shouldn’t I
be entitled to do what I choose to
do with it?” the worker said.
“Once it's mine, whose business
isit?

“There is a fine line between
being illegal and being business.”

Several sources said they
weren't worried about getting
caught.

“There is no way to trace it,”
one man said.

Tracking coupons

That’s not true, DiMuccio said.

Each coupon’s serial number
can be traced to the purchaser. If
misuse is suspected, his office
calls the person.

Personnel also are encouraged
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to alert the office of suspected
abuse of the system.

“If there’s any suspicion that
some Agip or Esso gas station is
doing anything wrong, we will im-
mediately call the contractor,” Di-
Muccio said.

Personnel don’t stake out gas
stations to catch people in the act.
Rather, DiMuccio said the office,
which employs five people, ran-
domly samples as much as 80 per-
cent of coupons to see if they are
correctly filled out.

Another red flag of possible
misuse would be if someone turns
into a gas station a 100-liter book
of coupons in one day.

The tax-free office receives the
coupons from the central Agip
and Esso offices in Rome, where
all gas stations send their cou-
pons after stamping them. The
tax-free workers check to see if
the coupons have been filled out
by the owner and stamped by the
gas station.

The office also calls people if
their coupons aren’t filled out “to
make sure nothing is illegal,” Di-
Muccio said.

While several coupon users
said they never fill them out, Di-
Muccio said, “A very high per-
centage sign them.”

DiMuccio said of 41,928 gas
coupons his office recently
checked, about 15 coupons
weren’t signed and about 10 had
no license number.

If there is a suspicious case, the
tax-free office sends that informa-
tion to the appropriate authori-
ties, such as the person’s chain of

ommand, DiMuccio said.

Sometimes the command asks
his office to investigate further,
which may involve looking at an
individual’s coupon use over the

past year.
In the past year, the office has
investigated ~ four  suspicious

cases, and in an average year
may investigate anywhere from a
half-dozen to 12 people.

“We have not had big problems
of misuse,” DiMuccio said.

E-mail Kendra Helmer at:
a Helm il
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Schroeder:
Welfare
cutbacks
will go on

BY TONY CZUCZKA
The Associated Press

BERLIN — Chancellor Ger-
hard Schroeder insisted on Mon-
day that there was no turning
back in cutting social programs
despite pressure to reverse the
unpopular measures after his
party suffered a rout in a German
state election.

Schroeder’s Social Democrats
lost 45 percent of their voter sup-
port Sunday in the small western
state of Saarland, while the con-
servative Christian Democrats —
the main opposition party at the
national level — retained control
of the local legislature and the
governor’s post.

Schroeder said Monday he
“would have wished for a better
result.” But in a speech to labor
leaders, he said “We need to rec-
ognize the necessity of reforms,”
he said.

Schroeder has staked his politi-
cal future on the reforms, which
he says are needed to boost Eu-
rope’s largest economy, reduce
debt and fight unemployment.
But the latest electoral defeat re-
ignited criticism of his course in-
side his party and among labor
unions.

Otmar Schreiner, a Social Dem-
ocratic law er from Saarland
state, called on the government to
reverse trims in health care, job-
less benefits and other social pro-
grams begun by Schroeder last
year. He urged the government
to stop a planned Jan. 1 tax cut
and pump up subsidies for
low-wage jobs.

“These changes for the worse
have to be reversed,” Schreiner
told the Berliner Zeitung daily.

In Sunday’s vote, support for
the Social Democrats plunged to
30.8 percent from 44.4 percent in
the last Saarland election in 1999,
the party’s worst showing in the
state since 1960.

Those capitalizing on the back-
lash included the small far-right
National ~Democratic ~ Party,
which came out of nowhere to
win 4 percent of the vote with a
platform opposed to Schroeder’s
welfare-state cuts.

The centrist, pro-business Free
Democrats re-entered the Saar-
land state parliament after a
10-year absence, just crossing the
5 percent hurdle for parliamenta-
Ty seats.

Christian Democratic national
leader Angela Merkel, widely
tipped as Schroeder’s challenger
in 2006, called the result “sensa-
tional” and “a good omen” for up-
coming state and local elections
this month. Her party won more
than 47.5 percent of the vote, a
gain of two percentage points.

It was just the latest in a series
of state election defeats for the So-
cial Democrats since Schroeder
‘won re-election two years ago.

In elections to the European
Parliament in June, the Social
Democrats had their worst show-
ing in a national ballot since
World War I1.

AP photos

Above left: A relative of Madina Tamayeva, 10, killed with her mother in the school hostage siege, weeps
Monday during Tamayeva's funeral in Beslan, Russia. Above right: Men carry a coffin at Monday’s funeral.

Russians mourn carnage

Officials say terrorists had well-planned attack;
government criticized for insufficient protection

BY MIKE ECKEL
The Associated Press

BESLAN, Russia — Trains pass-
ing a cemetery blew their horns in
respect Monday as Russia
mourned the hundreds of victims
of what increasingly appeared to
have been a well-planned terrorist
attack on a southern school. State
television sharply criticized gov-
ernment officials for understating
the scope of the crisis.

Residents of Beslan crowded
around the coffins of children, par-
ents, grandparents and teachers
ahead of 120 scheduled burials dur-
ing the first of two national days of
mourning in Russia, which has
seen more than 400 people killed
in violence linked to terrorism in
the past two weeks.

Other ~  desperate  families
searched for the missing from the
siege at School No. 1, which began
Wednesday and ended Friday in
explosions and shooting.

The official death toll stood Mon-
day at 335, plus 30 attackers, who
had been heavily armed with weap-

ons and explosives and had report-
edly demanded the withdrawal of
Russian troops from Chechnya.

A Russian prosecutor said the
hostage-takers belonged to a cell
formed by radical Chechen rebel
leader Shamil Basayev, the Inter-
fax news agency reported.

‘Mikhail Lapotnikov, a senior in-
vestigator in the North Caucasus
prosecutors’ office, said the investi-
gation had established that the
group had taken part in a June at-
tack targeting police and security
officials in the neighboring repub-
lic of Ingushetia that killed 88 peo-
ple, Interfax said.

“At such moments, society
needs the truth,” Rossiya televi-
sion commentator Sergei Brilyov
said Sunday night. Brilyov blamed
the “system of administration,”
where “everything hangs on the
bravery of the rank and file, but
generals can’t bring themselves to
act until the president throws
ideas to them.” On Saturday, Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin had criticized
Russia’s law enforcement agencies
for failing to rise to the challenge
of terrorism.
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The Federal Security Service
chief in North Ossetia, Valery An-
dreyev, said investigators were
looking into whether militants had
smuggled the explosives and weap-
ons into the school and hidden
them during summer renovations.

Among the first to be buried in
Beslan were Zinaida Kudziyeva,
42, and her 10-year-old daughter,
Madina Tomayeva. Relatives said
the two had tried to flee the school
when the first explosions went off
and found themselves in the line of

between the militants and Rus-
sian forces.

Most people in Beslan, a town of
30,000 inhabitants had a relative,
friend or neighbor killed or wound-
ed. As of Sunday, around 100 peo-
ple were unaccounted for, the Inte-
rior Ministry said. Many of the
dead have not been identified, with
some bodies charred beyond recog-
nition.

A plane delivered antibiotics,
bandages and other medical sup-
plies from Italy on Sunday, and
two U.S. transport planes deliv-
ered aid Monday.

Experts: More
talks needed
on Turkey’s
entry into EU

BY ROBERT WIELAARD
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Former
senior European officials warned
Monday EU membership talks
with Turkey may upset public opin-
ion in several European Union na-
tions yet recommended they start
quickly if the EU’s head office
gives them the green light at the
end of the year.

To help smooth its entry, they
urged EU governments — and An-
kara— to dispel nightmare scenar-
ios that Turkey would be a free-
loader, spilling waves of poor, un-
educated ks westward in
search of jobs and a better future.

The panel, led by former Finn-
ish President Martti Ahtisaari, is-
sued a largely upbeat assessment
of Turkish EU membership, say-
ing the country’s accession will be
significantly less painful than
many believe if Ankara keeps up
its democratic and other reforms.

Turkey has a “European voca-
tion” making it “fundamentally dif-
ferent” from the EU’s other Mus-
aid the report writ-
ten by the panel, which also inclu
ed a former French Prime Minis-
ter Michel Rocard, former Spanish
foreign minister Marcelina Oreja
and two former EU commission-
ers, Emma Bonino and Hans van
den Broek.

‘The country has made “unprecc
dented reforms,” the report
adding that by opening member-
ship negotiations, the EU will effec-
tively force Turkish leaders to con-
tinue with the “far-reaching trans-
formation” of their country’s soci-
ety.

That pressure is necessary be-
cause of “the latent resistance to
such profound changes in many
parts of Turkish society,” the re-
port said.

The panel also cautioned mem-
bership talks may alienate public
opinion in France, Austria, Germa-
ny, Belgium and the Netherlands,
which have Turkish minorities
and slg'mﬁcanl public opposition
to Turkey in the union.

entagon

== CHANNEL

Watch the new
Pentagon Channel ...

. for military news and

information, 24/7, worldwide.

Visit pentagon

nnel.mil and find out how!

pentagonchannel.mil



Tuesday, September 7, 2004

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 11

Pakistan says it has no info on bin Laden

Plays down U.S. official’s remark on progress

BY MUNIR AHMAD
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Paki-
stan on Monday played down com-
ments by a top U.S. counterterror-
ism official that progress has been
made recently in the hunt for
Osama bin Laden.

Information Minister ~ Shaikh
Rashid Ahmed described the re-
marks by J. Cofer Black — the
U.S. State Department coordina-
tor for counterterrorism who visit-
ed Pakistan last week —as a “polit-
ical statement.”

“We don’t have any information
about bin Laden,” Ahmed said. He
refused to elaborate on what he
meant by “political.”

In an interview Saturday, Black
referred to bin Laden, saying: “If
he has a watch, he should be look-
ing at it because the clock is tick-
ing. He will be caught.”

Asked if concrete progress had

been made in the hunt for the
al-Qaida leader during the last two
months — when Pakistan has ar-
rested dozens of terror suspects,
including some key al-Qaida oper-
atives — Black said, “Yes, I would
say this.”

Ahmed said Black “may have
this information, but we do not
have any such thing.”

Pakistan is a key ally of the Unit-
ed States in its war on terror, and
during Black’s visit, Pakistan
asked Washington to provide
more helicopters and surveillance
equipment to help it capture or
eliminate al-Qaida suspects near
the Afghan border.

Black hailed Pakistan’s countert-
errorism_efforts. His visit came
weeks after Pakistani authorities
captured Ahmed Khalfan Ghail-
ani, a Tanzanian wanted in the
1998 U.S. Embassy bombings in
east Africa, and Mohammed
Naeem Noor Khan, a Pakistani

Pakistanis plan anti-U.S. rallies on Sept. 11

The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — A coalition of radical
Pakistani Islamic groups plans to stage rallies on
the third anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks in the
United States to condemn Washington for “creat-
ing anarchy” in the world, an official said Monday.

“We want to convince people that peace is be-
coming difficult in the world because of American
policies after the Sept. 11 attacks,” said Shahid
Shamsi, a spokesman for the Mutahida Maj-
lis-e-Amal, or United Action Forum, opposition co-
alition. “The rallies will be staged with reference
to the Sept. 11 attacks because (the) American atti-

tude is creating further anarchy in the world,”
Shamsi said.

The MMA has an influential bloc of lawmakers
in Pakistan’s Parliament. It opposed the war that
ousted the Taliban regime in neighboring Afghani-
stan and President Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s sup-
port of the U.S.-led war on terrorism. It
condemned the U.S. invasion of Iraq.

Shamsi said plans for the ra!.lies, to be held
across the country, were still being worked out,
and would not estimate how many people would
take part. Previous MMA rallies have drawn thou-
sands in cities around Pakistan, particularly Kara-
chi. About 3,000 people were killed in the 2001 at-
tacks in New York and Washington.

computer expert allegedly linked
to al-Qaida operatives around the
world.

Since then, Pakistan has report-
ed the arrests of dozens of local
and foreign terror suspects, but of-
ficials haven't said they are close
to capturing bin Laden and his top
associate, Ayman al-Zawahri, be-

lieved to be hiding in the rugged
tribal regions of Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan.

“During the interaction with us,
Joseph Cofer Black did not share
any information with us about any
possible hide-outs of Osama,” said
a senior Pakistani security official.

“We cannot say that we are

close to capturing him,” said the of-
ficial, who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Pakistan has deployed about
70,000 troops along the Afghan
border and conducted several mili-
tary operations this year against
remnants of al-Qaida and their
local supporters.

Serbs resume trial
of alleged assassin

BY KATARINA KRATOVAC
The Associated Press

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montene-
gro— The chief suspect in the slay-
ing of Serbia’s first democratic
prime minister since World War IT
returned to court Monday after a
nearly two-month break in the

hearings.
Milorad Lukovic — the accused
ringleader of the March 2003 assas-

sination of Zoran Djindjic — has
demed any role in the assassina-

Judges on Monday dismissed a
request to postpone the hearings
again to wait for the extradition of
another ranking suspect in the
criminal group charged with plot-
ting the assassination.

Judge Marko Kljajevic said
there were “no legal foundations”
to postpone the procedures until
that suspect, Dejan Milenkovic, is
extradited.

Milenkovic was arrested in the
Greek port of Thessaloniki on July
15. Greece has agreed to hand him
over.

Lukovic, along with Milenkovic
and 11 other associates, was
charged with killing Djindjic in an
attempt to return allies of Slo-
bodan Milosevic to power, two
years after the autocratic former
president was extradited to The
Hague, Netherlands. Milosevic is
on trial before the U.N. war crimes
tribunal for his alleged role in
1990s Balkan atrocities.

%

Actress Reese Witherspoon
attends the 61st Venice Film
Festival in Italy on Sunday, while
presenting her latest movie,
“Vanity Fair.”

‘Vanity Fair’ vies for top
Venice Film Festival title

BY ToM RACHMAN

The Associated Press

VENICE, Italy — “Vanity Fair”
gave Reese Witherspoon a
chance to buck the on-screen cus-
tom of portraying 19th-century
‘women as corset-restrained orn:
ments, with the actress describ-
ing her willful and ambitious
character as a prototype for mod-
ern feminism.

The movie — adapted from Wil-
liam Makepeace Thackeray’s
novel — was the first of three
American movies competing for
best picture at the Venice Film
Festival. At a press preview Sun-
day, the film was applauded but
did not receive the raucous

cheers that often hint at a poten-
tial winner.

“Vanity Fair” tells the story of
Becky Sharp, a girl from the gut-
ters who bulls her way upward in
class-conscious British society de-
spite monumental scorn. The
character has sometimes been de-
scribed as an unscrupulous so-
cial-climber, but director Mira
Nair’s film depicts her far more
sympathetically.

“Becky Sharp was sort of an
carly feminist,” Witherspoon
said. “ Now we think of ambitious
women all the time. We see politi-
cians, and actors and actresses —
different people making their
way in society. ... I do think she’s
one of the early, early prototypes
for feminism in literature.”
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Frances strikes Fla. again

Storm pummels
Panhandle; four
die as 6 million
lose electricity

BY DAVID ROYSE
The Associated Press

PANACEA, Fla. — Tropical
Storm Frances plowed ashore on
the Florida Panhandle on Mon-
day, its second U.S. landfall after
spreading a trail of flooding and
torn rooftops across the center of
the state. About 6 million people
lost power and at least four peo-
ple were killed.

After crossing part of the Gulf
of Mexico, Frances’ center hit
land at about 2 p.m. some 20
miles south of Tallahassee with
top sustained wind near 65 mph,
the National Hurricane Center
said. The storm was moving
north-northwest at about 8 mph,
and was not expected to regain

i strength,

AP

A Hillsborough County Sheriff's deputy stops a car after its operator
drove under a downed tree and power lines Monday in Valrico, Fla.

a potennal for following a path sis

said.

As northern Florida residents
dealt with Frances, residents in
hard-hit areas began the arduous
task of cleaning up.

More than 13 inches of rain had
fallen along Florida’s central east
coast, flooding some areas 4 feet
deep, before Frances finished
crossing the state and entered the
Gulf of Mexico late Sunday.

In its wake, boats and mobile
homes were mangled, and trees
and power lines had been top-
pled.

Germany’s Munich Re, the
world’s largest reinsurer, said
Monday that the overall insured
damage caused by Frances so far
is between $5 billion and $15 bil-
lion. The company said it is too
early to give a closer estimate be-
cause the hurricane hasn’t ended
yet, but that the damages were
likely to be on the low end of the
estimate.

State officials urged people to
stay where they were because of
the possibility of flooding and the
difficulty of finding service sta-
tions still in operation.

“Our message is turn around,
don’t drown. If you do not have to
travel, don’t do so,” state meteo-
rologist Ben Nelson said Monday,
warning of possible storm surges
of up to 10 feet. Lt. Gov. Toni Jen-
nings said officials were working
to get fuel from reopened ports to
emergency workers and gas sta-
tions.

Not everyone heeded the warn-
ing, even as rain began falling
heavily Monday in the Panhan-
dle. Tamara Suarez decided to
open the Cafe Con Leche in the
historic fishing and oyster village
of Apalachicola because “it's bet-
ter to be here than at home, just
waiting and waiting and waiting.”

In the Miami area, which was
spared the worst of the storm,
businesses started to pull down
shutters and reopen. Cruise ships
packed the Port of Miami after

day.

that become big hurricanes.

Hurricane Ivan building in Atlantic

MIAMI — Even as Frances battered Florida, another hurricane
formed Sunday in the central Atlantic and quickly strengthened with

“You might want to be smart about whether you take down your
shutters,” Miami-Dade County Manager George Burgess said Sunday
at a briefing on the aftermath of Frances.

Tvan weakened slightly on Monday, but maintained Cate-
gory 3 strength. Forecasters said that the hurricane could regain
force by the time it reaches land by Tuesday.

At 2 p.m. (1800 GMT), the hurricane’s center was about 360 miles
east-southeast of Barbados. It was expected to hit the island of
280,000 by Tuesday and was moving toward the west near 22 mph.

The center’s five-day forecast suggested a potential path across the
Antilles and Hispaniola, with the storm possibly reaching Cuba on Fri-

Both Ivan and Frances formed as tropical storms near Cape Verde
off the African coast, an area known as a breeding ground for storms

lar of Frances.

From The Associated Press

being stalled out at sea during the
storm. On Ocean Drive in Miami
Beach, hotels and bars welcomed
the few tourists and residents
‘who ventured out.

“I think we’re going to have a
lot of people who were cooped up
and want to have a drink,” said
Mike Palma, general manager of
the Clevelander Hotel.

Airports in Fort Lauderdale,
Martin  County, Miami, Palm
Beach, Orlando and Tampa re-

east coast was washed out. In the
Tampa-St. Petersburg area, au-
thorities closed the Sunshine Sky-
way Bridge across Tampa Bay be-
cause of high wind.

After passing through the Pan-
handle, Frances will move into
Georgia and Alabama. Radar
showed rain already spreading
into southern Georgia and parts
of South Carolina, and the storm’s
effects were felt as far north as
New Jersey, where riptides and
rough surf interfered with week-

opened, but T: Interna-
tional Airport was closed.
Northbound Interstate 95 was
partially reopened in Palm Beach
County after a section of the
major highway along Florida’s

en plans.

Some 8,000 National Guard
members were assigned to recov-
ery efforts. Eleven suspected loot-
ers were arrested in Palm Beach,
Orange and Indian River coun’
ties.

Clinton’s heart
surgery successful

BY SAM DOLNICK
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton underwent suc-
cessful heart bypass surgery Mon-
day at a Manhattan hospital and
was resting comfortably, his
spokesman said.

“The surgery was successful
and the president is resting com-
fortably,” Clinton spokesman Jim
Kennedy said.

Preparations for the surgery
began at about 6:45 am. EDT,
said a hospital source who spoke
on condition of anonymity. The
Clinton  spokesman confirmed
just before 1:30 p.m. the surgery
was complete.

The surgical team was led by
Craig R. Smith, the hospital’s
chief of cardiothoracic surgery.

Clinton, 58, was hospitalized
Friday after suffering chest pains
and shortness of breath.

It remained unclear exactly
how many arteries were i
volved. A source close to the Clin-
ton family has said three or four
of Clinton’s arteries were
clogged.

Clinton was at high risk of a
heart attack before his surgery,
with several arteries well over 90
percent blocked, doctors said
after the four-hour operation.

In bypass surgery, doctors re-
move one or more blood vessels
from elsewhere in the body and
attach them to arteries serving
the heart, detouring blood around
blockages. The vessel typically
comes from elsewhere in the
chest, although doctors some-
times take one from an arm, a leg
or the stomach.

Doctors say the surgery is a rou-
tine procedure and Clinton
should recover within a month or
two.

The former president and his
family issued a statement on the

AP

Former President Bill Clinton
waves to delegates July 26 at the
Democratic National Convention
in Boston. Clinton had successful
heart bypass surgery Monday.

Clinton Foundation’s Web site on
Sunday, saying they felt “blessed
and grateful for the thousands of
prayers and messages of good
will we have received these past
few days.”

“While bypass surgery certain-
ly isn’t something to look forward
to, we are very lucky that the con-
dition was detected in time to
have this procedure before some-
thing more serious occurred,” the
statement said.

‘The Web site said Clinton had
received more than 30,000
get-well messages over the past
several days.

New York Presbyterian Hospi-
tal is one of the country’s premier
hospitals for heart surgery,
ranked seventh in the nation this
year by U.S. News & World Re-

port.

Clinton has blamed the block-
age in part on genetics — there is
a history of heart disease in his
mother’s family — but also said
he “may have done some damage
in those years when I was too
careless about what I ate.”
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Poll: Majority of U.S. satisfied with work

BY WILL LESTER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON— A majority
of Americans say they find satis-
faction in their jobs, according to
an Associated Press poll, though
‘many express concerns about job
stress, health care and retirement
benefits.
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Peggy Branan, a 44-year-old
nurse in the New Orleans area, is
among about half of the popula-
tion who say they are “very satis-
fied” with their job.

“I feel blessed to be able to get
paid for what I enjoy doing,” said
Branan, a nurse for 21 years.

Seven in 10 surveyed said they
are paid fairly. Men were more
likely than women to feel this
way.

For Branan, work is an impor-
tant part of who she is. That same
feeling was shared by six in 10
workers.

10 workers say they find their job
at least somewhat satisfying, ac-
cording to the poll conducted for
the AP by Ipsos-Public Affairs.

“The level of the public’s satis-
faction with work is high and has
been quite stable for the last 30
years,” said Tom Smith, director
of the General Social Survey at
the National Opinion Research
Center in Chicago.

One of the more frequent com-
plaints is the growing amount of
stress at work. In the poll, 34 per-
cent said they were dissatisfied
with the amount of stress. Other
leading complaints mcluded op-
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Céfnts and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — For many
young people, a first job is preced-
ed by at least one internship,
often either unpaid or for credit.
It's an opportunity that shouldn’t
be wasted.

An internship is a great way to
get your foot in the door at any
company and gain valuable
on-the-job skills. To make the
‘most of your internship:

W Treat it as seriously as you
would a real job. Show up on
time, and dress appropriately.

W Keep a positive attitude. Not
allinternships will be happy expe-
riences, but you should aim to
leave a good impression. Don’t
whine or complain about work

Internships will work

while at the office; save that for
home.

W Be proactive. As the low man
on the totem pole, you may not be
given much to do.

W Complete assignments in a
timely manner, and then ask your
supervisor what else you can do
to help.

M Treat menial tasks as an op-
portunity. If youre asked to file
papers, do it with a smile. But
there’s a difference between
doing an errand and spending a
whole day running errands
talk to your supervisor if your in-
ternship turns into a go-for job.

W Network. Introduce yourself
to everyone in the office. Before
your internship ends, collect a
business card from everyone you
worked with.

www,.DoDCommunityBank.com

Get Into

Visit one of our banking centers for more informatian.

communityBank

Cpansd ; BankofAmerica =

Adults age 18 to 29 were most
likely to say their job was some-
thing they mainly do to earn
money.

People over 30 were more like-
ly to say they were very satisfied
with their jobs.

Those most likely to say they
were very satisfied were white,
married, college-educated, home-
owners and Republicans.

The poll found that 42 percent
said their jobs were interesting
nearly all of the time. One-half of
those surveyed said their job is in-
teresting most of the time, but has
dull stretches.

Some 61 percent felt strongly
that they do a good job balancing

work and family. About the same
number of men and women made
this claim, although those who
work more than 40 hours a week
were less certain they have
struck the balance.

The poll also found that:

W 36 percent of those surveyed
strongly agreed that their job al-
lows them to reach their full po-
tential.

W People were evenly split on
how they feel about going back to
work after a long weekend or a
few days off.

The AP-Ipsos poll of 589 work-
ers was taken Aug. 16-18 and has
a margin of sampling error of
plus or minus 4 percentage
points.

New Web site delivers
personalized stamps

BY TED ANTHONY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — America’s first
postage stamps appeared in 1847
— rough, unperforated squares of
ink and paper that depicted
George Washington and Ben-
jamin Franklin. The portraits in
miniature oozed gravitas and, in
their quiet way, nudged along a
growing national identity.

Over the next 157 years, hun-
dreds of American lummanes

and

test program debuted Aug. 10, the
company has taken orders for
40,000 sheets.

“It’s created a new way for peo-
ple to express themselves,” says
Ken McBride, Stamps.com’s
CEO.

That’s 21st-Century Modern
Marketing Principle No. 1: In to-
day’s buyer-driven, niche-market-
ed-to-the-nth-degree world, cus-
lomlzauon reigns. And technolo-

s giving consumers new rela-
tmnshlps with their products by
putting the means of

appeared i Side the small canyas
that we stick onto the envelope’s
corner: Lincoln. Daniel Webster.
The Statue of Liberty. The moon
missions. Pocahontas. Cape Hat-
teras. Scott Joplin. Herman
Melville. Your dog.

Your dog? Yep. Your dog. And
your new baby, your grandfather,
your car, your floral arrange-
ment, your Chevy truck, even
your bathroom sink.

Thanks to a new test program
by a firm called Stamps.com, any
picture uploaded from your com-
puter — well, almost any picture
—can, for $16.99, become a sheet
of made-to-order postage stamps
that can be used on any envelope.

Initial reports indicate success:
In the first three weeks since the

EP" Oct Specials
... §310

Atlanta. 1

New York.......... $310

New Orleans.. .. § 389
$ 34

Greattares s tostrticrs.

Egypt 1 1J 1059

Ruulu 1 week 5 1290
cay Monc o - Wan Lufnanaa

il g

CRUISES EU Mﬂ up

2 chidren i oge 17 fre

TOP TOURIs 13

production into their hands.

But as the cult of individuality
steers the marketplace, a pivotal
question arises: In a world of
products, is there a role for nation-
al consciousness? Beyond the flag
itself, should we be customizing
every piece of our world? Postage
was long part of the fabric of na-
tional identity in a far-flung land
sewing itself together.

But turning the stamp in “Your
Photo Here,” while exciting, isn’t
the same cultural expression.

“It's saying, ‘postage is about
me’ rather than some national no-
tion,” says Roy Rosenzweig, direc-
tor of the Center for History and
New Media at George Mason Uni-

versity.

“Part of the point of stamps
was to tell us who we are,” Rosen-
zZweig says. Phoms&amps though,
represent “a symbol of some
wider set of changes that are al-
ready out there — people identify-
ing with smaller groups, with mar-
ketplaces instead of countries.”

The logistics raise some provoc-
ative issues, too.

What of stamp  collectors?
Would self-generated postage cre-
ate new rarities daily — or would
it be as valueless as paper from
an ink-jet printer? “We don’t ex-
pect these ever to become collect-
ible because there are infinite va-
rieties and infinite options,” says
Allison Gallaway, a spokeswom-
an for the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s National Postal Museum.

Anything “objectionable” is for-
bidden (all submissions are vet-
ted by two Stamps.com employ-
ees, each presumably with the
general knowledge of a “Jeopar-
dy” contestant), making it unlike-
ly that porn-star postage will be
debuting anytime soon.
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Democratic presidential nominee Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., waves to supporters Monday whil

visiting a

neighborhood in Canonsburg, Pa. Kerry and President Bush were to campaign in the Midwest on Labor Day.

Campaigns focus on jobs

Bush, Kerry, running mates hit Midwest for Labor Day

BY MARY DALRYMPLE
The Associated Press

CANONSBURG, Pa. — Demo-
crat John Kerry opened his
packed Labor Day schedule in
battleground states Monday with
talk of jobs, criticizing the Bush
administration for doing little to
help workers in a tough economy.

“If you want four more years of
your wages falling ... if you want
four more years of losing jobs
overseas and replacing them with
jobs that pay $9,000 less than the
jobs you had before, then you
should go vote for George Bush,”
Kerry said at an early rally.

Jobs was the order of the day
for both campaigns, which were
fanning out across the Midwest.

Kerry also told voters he would
try to pull out troops in Iraq within
four years. “We want those troops
home, and my goal would be to try
to get them home in my first
term,” Kerry said, speaking to a

fellow Vietnam War veteran in the
audience of his campaign event.

President Bush and Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney were heading
to three states between them Mon-
day; Kerry and running mate
John Edwards were venturing to
six. Cheney and Edwards set cam-
paign courses that cross paths in
St. Paul, Minn.

Polls in half the eight states on
the candidates’ Labor Day agen-
da— Minnesota, Towa, Pennsylva-
nia and Ohio — show them run-
ning neck-and-neck. Those four
states offer 58 electoral votes,
more than 20 percent of the total
needed to win.

Kerry chose to spend his Labor
Day in Pennsylvania, Ohio and
West Virginia, hoping to sway tra-
ditionally Democratic West Virgin-
ia away from its tilt toward Bush.

Bush, campaigning Sunday in
West Virginia, said Kerry would
“stifle job creation” with tax in-
creases. Kerry wants to roll back

Bush’s income and investment
tax cuts for the wealthiest 2 per-
cent of the nation.

“My opponent has promised to
raise some taxes. That's a prom-
ise politicians tend to keep,” Bush
said. “This Labor Day weekend,
it's important for America’s work-
ers to know that my opponent
wants to tax your jobs.”

The economy is looming large
in voters’ minds. Although payroll
jobs have grown by 1.7 million in
the last 12 months, the economy
still has lost 913,000 jobs overall
since Bush took office.

A new Time magazine poll
showed six in 10 Americans called
economic conditions poor or only
fair, while 32 percent called condi-
tions good or excellent. The poll
showed Americans split on
Bush’s handling of the economy,
with 49 percent approving and 48
percent disapproving.

However, 57 percent said they
felt they had not personally bene-
fited from his tax cuts.

Editor’s note: Three times a week, The Associated Press
picks an issue and asks the Democratic and Republican pres-
idential candidates a question about it.

On the issues: College costs

Is there anything the federal government should do to
ease the costs of post-secondary education?

-

President Bush
“My 2005 budget

requests a record

$73.1 billion in fi-

nancial aid to help
nearly 10 million students
attend college, an increase
of $25.9 billion (55 percent)
since | took office. | have
increased Pell Grant funding
47 percent, helping 1 million
more low-income students.
My plan also provides stu-
dents with the chance to re-
ceive up to $5,000 to study
math or science. It is impor-
tant that students graduate
high school ready to do col-
lege-level work. No Child
Left Behind and my high
school reforms will ensure
students are academically
prepared for college so they
are less likely to drop out.
And | have proposed En-
hanced Pell grants to provide
additional assistance to low-
income students who com-
plete challenging coursework
in high school that prepares
them to succeed.”

Sen. John Kerry
“Absolutely. Unlike
George Bush, |
refuse to let it be-
come harder and
harder for families to send
their kids to college and do
better. As president, | will en-
act a College Opportunity tax
credit on up to $4,000 a year
for four years of tuition at a
public university. I will ensure
that this credit is eligible for

‘advanced payment,’ so stu-

dents get the resources they
need when tuition is due. Un-
like current credits, my tax
credit will be refundable for
those students who need help
the most and for those who
receive other credits. | will
provide $10 billion in state
fiscal relief for higher educa-
tion, and | will offer a simple
deal to hundreds of thou-
sands of America’s young peo-
ple: If you will serve for two
years in one of America's
toughest and most important
jobs, we will pay for four years
of tuition at a public university.”

AP

Call for Muslim vote

ROSEMONT, Ill. — American
Muslim leaders ended their larg-
est annual meeting with a rous-
ing plea to thousands of commu-
nity members that they vote in
the presidential election.

Muslims urgently want to reg-
ister their political presence in
this country as a step toward
ending what many believe are
excesses in the war on terror.

The American Muslim Task-
force, an umbrella group for top
U.S. Muslim organizations, met
behind closed doors separately
from the weekend conference,
deliberating whether to make
an endorsement in the race.

Both Democrats and Republi-
cans are seeking their support.

A decision is expected by next
month.

From The Associated Press

Strategists: Kerry needs to turn campaign to economy

BY DAVID S. BRODER
AND DAN BALZ

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Democratic presiden-
tial challenger Sen. John Kerry begins the
fall campaign on the defensive and faces the
urgent necessity to make the race about the
economy and other domestic concerns,
after President Bush used his convention to
say this election is all about keeping the
country safe.

Bush rode out of New York after a
four-day convention tightly focused on ter-
rorism — and what Republicans claim is
the striking contrast between the creden-
tials of the two in

paign is moving to shift the debate from ter-
rorism to health care, jobs and other domes-
tic issues under the theme that “a stronger
America begins at home.”

A senior Kerry adviser agreed. “They
made a determination that they’re going to
run strictly on terrorism and command-
er-in-chief,” he said of the Bush campaign.
“We need the voters to make a different de-
cision.”

On the GOP convention’s final day, Kerry
strategists told reporters in New York they
‘were launching a TV ad campaign designed
N "

chief. Democratic mteglsts now say it is es-
sential for Kerry to seize back the initiative
that was lost during the month of August.

“The most important thing is for Kerry to
re-engage the economic debate and ... to be
crystal-clear in framing the choice for vot-
ers,” said Geoffrey Garin, a pollster whose
clients include the Democratic National
Committee. “The Republicans were very
disciplined in how they wanted to frame the
choice. ... T think this is the moment where
Kerry has to lay that out clearly.”

Kerry strategist Tad Devine said the cam-

the economic issues they be-
lieve are uppermost for voters in battle-
ground states. They also plan to portray
Kerry as the candidate who cares most
about local concerns, whether it is nuclear
waste storage in Nevada or job loss in Ohio.

The first post-convention indicators show
that Kerry will be running from behind. A
Newsweek magazine poll released Saturday
showed Bush leading Kerry 52 percent to
41 percent, with independent Ralph Nader
at 3 percent. A Time magazine poll released
Friday showed a similar 11-point margin, al-
though two other polls taken while the con-

vention was in progress showed the race sta-
tistically tied.

The two sides are operalmg under differ-
ent theories of how to win this election —
and not only whether terrorism or the ccono-
my will tip the balance in November.

Polling shows that jobs and the economy
are the number one concern of voters, and
they have been the staple of Kerry’s cam-
paign all year.

Democrats contend that overall, incomes
have declined since Bush took office, and
they say that the tax cuts at the heart of his
economic policy have increased inequality
and left millions of workers and their fami-
lies struggling to pay their bills.

But Bush now has economic figures to bol-
ster his claim that the country has gone
through the worst of the downturn and is
coming back, and pre-convention polls
showed voters rated Bush equal with Kerry
on managing the economy.

On national security issues, Bush main-
tains a strong advantage.

Convention speakers — including Bush
and Vice President Dick Cheney — avoided
any mention of “weapons of mass destruc-
tion” and other failures of prewar intelli-
gence in Iraq, while the president offered a
hopeful scenario for the restoration of de-

mocracy in that country and an eventual
mﬁ of security responsibilities to Iragi forc-

Although polls show increasing majori-
ties of Americans question the wisdom of
going to war with Iraq, Kerry is inhibited on
that issue by his history — voting for the
original ~ use-of-force ~resolution, then
against funds for operations in Iraq.

Democratic strategists inside and out-
side the campaign argue that Bush has left
Kerry an opening to make the final two
months of the election a debate about do-
mestic issues. “We can talk to people about
things they care deeply about,” Devine
said, pointing to the cost and availability of
health care, the expense of college and the
uncertainty of the jobs picture. “Bush does
not have enough credibility to talk directly
to people about things like that.”

The two agendas are likely to collide
when Kerry and Bush meet for their first
debate, tentatively scheduled for Sept. 30 in
Miami. The subject matter of that debate
will be one of the negotiating topics when
former secretary of state James A. Baker
IIT and attorney Vernon E. Jordan Jr. sit
down on behalf of the two campaigns. Each
is likely to push to put his candidate’s fa-
vored topic at the forefront of that first de-
bate.
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Juick Trips

Honoring the p

Mainz museum gives a peek
at Gutenberg’s shop and press

BY MARNI MCENTEE
Stars and Stripes

urling up with a good

book takes on new

meaning after a visit to

the Gutenberg Museum
in Mainz, Germany.

For it is Johannes Gutenberg
who gets credit for inventing the
moveable type that allowed for
mass production of reading
‘materials. Without him, there
would not have been the first
mass-produced series of the real
Good Book, the Gutenberg
Bible, or any other number of

ing press that Gutenberg and his
shop full of master printers used
to ink words on the page.

Among the treasures at the
museum are two copies of the
Gutenberg Bible, sitting
side-by-side in a dimly lit,
well-fortified vault.

Gutenberg, who was born in
Mainz circa 1400, probably
started work on his printing
project around 1438 while he
lived in Strasbourg, France,
according to a guidebook avail-
able at the museum. Although
his invention was to start the
widespread circulation of gener-
al via books, he

r y and
religious texts.

Before Gutenberg began
perfecting the printing process,
starting in roughly 1438, most
books were handwritten by
religious scholars and paid
scribes and were seen and read
by a privileged few.

At the Gutenberg Museum,
located in Mainz's old town just
across from the city's grand
cathedral, visitors can see a
re-creation of the original print-

Above: Stone blocks outside the Gutenberg Museum
are carved to look like the moveable type Johannes
Gutenberg invented in the 15th century. Below:
Detail work on the pedestal of a statue of Gutenberg
shows a worker using a printing press while Guten-

berg looks over the results.

swore his partners to secrecy as
he perfected the printing pro-

cess.

By about 1448, Gutenberg had
returned to Mainz and opened at
least one printing shop. The first
printed materials bearing a date
were produced in 1454, accord-
ing to the guidebook. These
were the Turkish calendar and
his most significant work, the
Gutenberg Bible.

Although printing with wood-

en blocks on

Europe before
Gutenberg’s
time, he went
an important
step further.
He developed
a system to
reduce any
text to its indi-
vidual compo-
nents — its
letters, num-
bers and punc-
tuation marks.
The materials
were reusable,
saving time and
space.

Printing was
still a laborious
process. Guten-
berg's 42-line
Bible (for the
number of lines

on each page),
was printed
between 1452
and 1455. It
was made in a
workshop hold-
ing up to six
presses and
employing as
many as 20
craftsmen. He
printed about
180 Bibles, in
Latin, in his
workshop dur-
ing that period.

rince of print

PHOTOS BY MARNI MCENTEE/Stars and Stripes

A statue of Johannes Gutenberg stands on a pedestrian area in Mainz,
Germany, not far from the museum bearing his name.

In addition to the

Bibles, the muse-
um holds a library
full of other texts
on subjects includ-
ing natural history,
pharmacology,
history and astrolo-
gy. Most are high-
lighted with the
elaborate work of
“illuminators,”
who hand-colored
many of the letters
at the beginning of
pages and para-
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graphs.

Some books
include incredibly
detailed drawings and artwork
in vivid colors, such as an astrol-
ogy book that has a moveable
wheel to track a sun sign’s place-
ment over time.

The museum also has an area
where adults and children can
try their hand at printing.

Other than the vaunted Bibles,
the highlight of the museum is
the tour through the printing
process. The tours are offered

PETER JAEGER;/ Stars and Siripes

only in German, so it’s good to
bring a translator or study up on
the process before watching the
demonstration. Regardless of
the language barrier, it's fun to
see a petite female guide try to
work the screw press — only to
have a burly man step in to help
her pull the heavy lever and
force the press down onto the
paper.
E-mail Marni McEntee at:
cEntee

On the QT

: Hrantions

The Gutenberg Museum is in
the old town of Mainz, Germa-
ny. To reach the city from the
Kaiserslautern area, take Auto-
bahn 6 to Autobahn 63 north
into Mainz and follow signs to
the Altstadt. From the Frank-
furt area and east, take Auto-
bahn 3 to Autobahn 66 and then
cross the Rhine River at the
intersection with Autobahn 643
near Wiesbaden. The museum
is at Liebfrauenplatz 5, near the
cathedral. Park in a garage or
surface lot, and follow direction-
al signs that point the way to
the museum.

0. Times

Open 9 am. to 5 p.m. Tues-
day through Saturday, and 11
am. to 3 p.m. on Sundays.
Closed Mondays.

T

Costs

|

Tickets are 3.50 euros for
adults; 1.50 euros for children
ages 8-15; 2 euros for students
and seniors older than 63. Chil-
dren younger than 7 are admit-
ted .

Food

g
Z
g

There is no cafeteria in the
museum, but numerous restau-
rants, cafés and bars that serve
a full range of food and drink
are available in the old town.

<: ) Information

Few of the exhibits have
descriptions in English, so for

guidebook, available for 4 euros
at the admission counter. The
guide has descriptions of Guten-
berg’s life and the history of
printing. Give it a good read
before entering the exhibits to
better understand what you are
seeing. A separate four-page
guide is available for 30 euro
cents, including a question-and-
answer section for kids. The
museum has a German-lan-
guage Web site at: www.guten-
berg.de. The site’s English
translation link was “in
progress” when last checked.

— MARNI MCENTEE
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Defending ‘Boys Day’

This is in reply to the article “Seeing
what Dad does downrange” on Aug. 31
and letters to the editor that have followed.

have children, and if they had a chance
to fire a M4 and M16 and wanted to, I
would let them.

People are very much entitled to voice
their opinions and I will voice mine: How
is teaching a child to fire a weapon
un-American or remotely close to brain-
washing? I guess I am missing something.
Maybe it's because children are being
shown how to fire a M4 or M16 that folks
have negative_opinions. Maybe it’s be-
cause it is soldiers who are showing chil-
dren how to shoot. Would they feel the
same way if the soldiers were dressed as
civilians, and a different type of weapon
was being used?

I for one don’t have a problem with the
article, pictures or the whole “Boys Day
Out” idea. The pictures and article are ba-
sically about showing the children of sol-
diers downrange what types of weapons
their mothers or fathers may fire, and let-
ting them check out how to use them if
they choose to. It's all about choice. Re-
member, the parents who aren’t down-
range and who let their children go to
“Boys Day Out” chose to let them go be-
cause they wanted to. One picture showed
a father showing his own son how to take
aim on a paper target. Nothing wrong with
that, or any of it, because it was everyone’s
choice to participate.

It is an absolutely great thing what the
rear detachment from the 1st Battalion,
7th Field Artillery Regiment did for the
children whose fathers or mothers are cur-
rently downrange. To the soldiers who par-
ticipated in or organized “Boys Day Out”:
Keep up getting involved with families be-
cause it’s a great thing and it helps out a lot
to know that the rear detachment is here
for us.

Janie Massey
Schweinfurt, Germany

90-day rotations for all

In the letter “Deployment hardship”
(Aug. 24), the writer says he believes the
90-day rotation for activated Reserve and
National Guard physicians and certified
nurse anesthetists appears to be working.
He suggests that other health-care profes-
sional cases be looked at more clusely for
possible inclusion into this policy on a
case-by-case basis.

1 agree this policy appears to be work-
ing for the 90-day soldiers. However, for
the rest of the team that has to stay mobi-
lized 12 to 18 months, this is the worst poli-
cy we have ever seen.

The first 90-day rotation mobilized with
us of the 874th Forward Surgical Team at
Forward Operating Base Warrior, and the
unit bonded successfully and learned to op-
erate with one another as a team. Upon the
first rotation’s departure and the second
rotation’s arrival, the breakdown of team

i d lack of icati
began and continues with the third rota-

“Dur team alone, not including  the

Dooneshury Flashbacks

SOANYWAY, WE
JUST CLICKED

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211
Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

90-day rotators, has 14 personnel, all but
two of whom are taking substantial pay
cuts. They also have problems with finan-
cial burdens caused by this mobilization,
but because we swore to defend and pro-
tect the Constitution of the United States
we undertake this duty without complaint.

If the physicians and certified nurse
anesthetists raised their hands and willing-
ly became members of the U.S. Army,
then they ought not to whine when it is not
convenient to their schedules or finances.
It was absolutely fine when they were at
home drawing their military paychecks
during the weekend, but when called to ful-
fill their uhligaﬁuns many balk at the idea
of even 90 days.

Not to d.lscredlt the Air Force and its
way of operations, but why don’t we all do
90-day rotations and spread the wealth
evenly?

Staff Sgt. Tom Johansen
Kirkuk, Iraq

Learning from mistakes

The Republicans are accusing John
Kerry of being indecisive. Kerry served in
Vietnam at the same time I was serving
the United States. He received medals for
his actions and then got out, like most of us
wanted to because we realized what we all
had done to Vietnam and its people.

s a career officer in the Air Force I
fully support people like former President
Clinton and Kerry, who stood up for the
rights of humanity and saw the evilness of
that war. Each did it in his own way: one
left the country to study in the United
Kingdom and the other served his country
honorably, got out of the service and then
joined the anti-war movement.

1 also support Kerry for his initial ap-
proval of the war in Iraq. The entire world
wanted to go to war as a result of 9/11. We
all wanted to hurt someone in our rage. It
was the Republican leadership that linked
Iraq to 9/11, thereby making it easier for
President Bush to follow through his previ-
ously set plan for that country. It was de-
ceitful, and Kerry as well as many others
in the States and “Old Europe” saw
through the deceit, albeit a bit too late.

‘What all of us have done is not indeci-

sive, it is based on learning from mistakes.
The decision to go to Iraq was not based on
anything that threatened the United States
or any of its allies, which required defend-
ing. It was a Bush decision. Tell that to the
nearly 1,000 U.S. dead and God knows
how many from the other side.
Ret. Air Force Maj.
Klaus-D. Paul

Kaiserslautern, Germany

Beware of warranties

Tam an 11-year Army veteran. I bought
a new Dodge Grand Caravan with an ex-
tended warranty while assigned to a state-
side base in 2000. I knew I was returning
to Germany to live after getting out, and
made sure to ask if the warranty was good
overseas. I was assured it was.

Recently, I needed to use my warranty
services for some covered minor repairs. I
had paid for a five-year, 60,000-mile war-
ranty, and thought the dealership would
fix the problem without hassle. The vehi-
cle had around 50,000 miles on it. When I
got to the German dealership, I was told
that my “extended warranty” bought in
the States was no good after 48,000 miles
in Germany.

T contacted the dealership in Maryland
where I bought the vehicle, and told them
the situation. Their answer was that they
would cancel my warranty as of June of
this year, and adjust the amount according
to that date. Well, of the almost $900 that I
originally spent, I would only receive a lit-
tle over $100 back. This issue is still not re-
solved as have contacted Daim-
ler- Chrysler about it, and await an answer.

ting to let readers know that
lhelr hdrd earned dollars may be wasted
on extended warranties that are not good
overseas. Luckily, mine were minor re-
pairs I could handle, but imagine if it were
a major problem involving thousands of
dollars.

Liem Schlager
Schweinfurt, Germany

Civilians in uniforms

Every morning here at Camp Arifjan,
Kuwait, I proudly slide into a crisp, clean
perfectly attired U.S. military desert cam-
ouflage uniform, only to stand next to a ci-
vilian in the breakfast line who thinks
boots, haircut and a shower are optional.

First, let me thank all the civilians in Ku-
wait and Irag who do so much for us and
make our lives easier. But it’s become an
increasingly frustrating problem for me to
see some of the civilians represent the
American presence here in such a sloppy
manner.

The military expects the Army and
other service components to wear their
uniforms correctly and proudly. But what
does it matter when a great majority of ci-
vilians in DCUs don’t? Can the public here
determine the difference between a sol-
dier or a DOD personnel? My guess is no.
The people they see are Americans, and
their appearance reflects on the American
people. So please, wear your uniform
proudly.

Sgt. Jacob Freiburger
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Bush speech weakened by lack of specifics

NEW YORK
ohn Kerry, the Republicans kept tell-
ing us at their convention last week,
has perfected the flip-flop. It's a skill
that has its uses, such as evaluating

whether President Bush made a convincing

case in his acceptance

speech that he should
be re-elected.

Yes, he did. No, he
didn’t.

His domestic agenda
was more energetic
and innovative than
Kerry’s, but lacked ei-
ther focus or convinc-
ing specificity. Bush
used a  wonderful
phrase in the speech —
“the ownership soci-
ety” — but did little to
amplify the idea or to show how more than a
few of his proposals were connected to it. On
top of some of his better proposals were a
number of lesser ones of the laundry-list
sort. The word “mishmash” comes to mind.

Once again, Bush said he would push to
let younger workers sign up for individual re-
tirement accounts as part of their Social Se-
curity future. Such accounts could be an ex-
citing means of helping to rescue Social Se-
curity from the crisis it confronts and of en-
abling people of modest means to accumu-
late wealth.

The concept, however, is poorly under-
stood among voters, and any legislation
would encounter fierce resistance. Bush has
brought the notion up previously, but also
perfunctorily and without result. To show
his seriousness, he needed to deal more with
criticisms and the policy’s promise. What we
got was yet another bare mention.

Jay Ambrose

Despite the 63 minutes the speech con-
sumed, Bush also gave little time to his
pledge to restrain federal spending. How
will he go about it? He has failed miserably
to keep spending under control the past four
years, and his brief comment on the subject
Thursday night did not lend him much credi-
bility.

Similarly, Bush said he would aim to sim-
plify taxes, an objective made extremely dif-
ficult because his administration has hope-
lessly complicated them. Reverse is the
proper direction, and self-reform ambitions
are commendable. But if we are going to
have faith in the president, it would have
helped to have had more details.

Measured against hope that the president
would be inspired and inspiring, the speech
fell short. Measured against Kerry’s policy
proposals, it stands tall. Kerry’s domestic
agenda consists of throwing money at any-
thing that moves. Although he says he will
cut the deficit in half, he also wants to ex-
pand dozens of programs and further re-
duce middle-class taxes; even taking ac-
count of his plans to tax the well-to-do more,
you don’t have to be a math major to see he
has problems.

The Bush speech was at its liveliest when
he was critical of Kerry.

As Bush said, Kerry opposes lawsuit re-
form. Bush is for it, and Bush is right. Kerry
is against health savings accounts. Bush is
for them, and Bush is right.

I thought Bush scored points when re-
minding us that Kerry had described
Ronald Reagan’s tenure in office as eight
years of “moral darkness.” Governmental ac-
tivism is the liberal’s dearest conviction.

Whenever the government is kind enough
to leave us alone, as it often was in the Re-

1 PROMISE TO BE A
UNITER,
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DGET,
THE ENVIRON
TOAY MEN
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agan years, the liberal is sure evil is afoot.

Bush also scored points in reminding us
that, during our war in Iraq, Kerry referred
to our allies as a “coalition of the coerced
and bribed.” Great Britain? Italy? Japan?
Australia? It was a wild-eyed thing for Kerry
to say. But Kerry has not ever seemed
clear-eyed on Iraq, or consistent. His ac-
knowledged differences with Bush on actual
policies regarding that war are not great,
and yet he misleads voters by saying Bush
misled the nation into the war. At the same
time, Kerry has said he would vote again to
give Bush the authority to intervene.

I believed Bush when he said in the
speech that he gets up every morning think-
ing of how to make the world safer. I think
he has done a good job on the war on terror-
ism; if he hadn’t, we would have more dates
besides Sept. 11, 2001, to haunt us.

As for his convention speech, it some-
times sounded as if it were written by the
same proverbial committee that, in trying to
invent the horse, came up with the camel. It
was not such a good job. On the other hand,
it was.

Jay Ambrose is director of editorial policy
for Scripps Howard Newspapers.

President on the mark with optimistic proposals

Chicago Tribune

t was no surprise that President Bush
stressed his greatest perceived asset
among voters — his stewardship of
this nation’s security — when he
spoke Thursday night to an appreciative Re-
publican National Convention. “If America
shows uncertainty and weakness in this de-
cade, the world will drift toward tragedy,”
Bush told the party faithful and a global TV
audience. “This will not happen on my
watch.”
But Bush’s speech went well beyond his

2
military alrdlegy the best wdy to keep
America safe. He addressed the tectonic
shifts in the everyday lives of Americans.
Few people now spend their entire careers
with one company, he noted, and many of to-
day 's mothers work outside the home. But,

“many of our most fundamental systems —
the tax code, health coverage, pension
plans, worker training — were created for
the world of yesterday, not tomorrow.”

His remedy reflects an optimist’s faith in
the upward economic trajectory of that to-
MOIToW. “We V\lll transform these sys-
tems,” he said, “so that all citizens are
equipped, prepared — and thus truly free —
to make your own choices and pursue your
own dreams.”

In essence, Bush’s invocation of an “own-
ership society” advances twin themes of re-
form: modernizing government programs
such as Social Security and providing more
vehicles by which Americans can chart —
and protect — their health care, their ca-
reers and their savings.

Convention speeches aren’t a good forum
for itemizing the details of proposals as am-
bitious as those Bush floated Thursday

Reasonable minds can disagree on those

proposals once the details are on the table.
Reforming Social Security, for example,
will prove appealing only if the transition
cost would be affordable.

But the agenda Bush outlined is a refresh-
ing balm for voters frustrated by decades of
nanny-state proposals that hinge on big-gov-
ernment solutions. Bush’s agenda dedicates
him to the proposition “that government
should help people improve their lives, not
try to run their lives.”

That’s an attractive notion in an era when
government has promised more handouts
than it can continue to provide. Bush senses
the train wreck Federal Reserve Chairman
Alan Greenspan keeps anticipating: As now
constituted, the big entitlement programs
— chiefly Social Security and Medicare —
at some point will need to raise more reve-
nues (read: payroll taxes), or reduce bene-

fits for an aging baby boom generation.
Bush’s proposed reforms, such as permit-
ting Americans to steer the investment of
small portions of
their government

[T]he agenda Bush

age more of their retirement planning and
health care resources, many no doubt
would embrace the revolutionary changes
Bush proposes for
his second term.

retirement ac- A Tinor] G T Between now
counts, offer in- outlined is a refreshing and  November,
triguing  alterna- o o . John Kerry needs
tves. All e more  Datlm for volers frustrated 3™ convince " the
so at a time when American  people

Americans are ex-
panding their
stakes in this coun-
try: More than half
of American house-
holds now own stocks, and almost 70 per-
cent own their own homes. In short, more
and more to

by decades of nanny-state
proposals that hinge on
big-government solutions.

not only that he'd
make a fine presi-
dent, but that they
have a pressing
need to dismiss the
president they now employ. With his crisp
speech Thursday mght with his refusal to
s his evident con-

managing, and maximizing, their finances
and futures. Given the opportunity to man-

Victions, George W. Bush didn't make Ker-
ry’s challenge any easier.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Fen-phen fraud?

arrested and charged with
fraud for allegedly lying
about taking the drug. =

The defendants are ac-
cused of submitting .
fake pharmacy docu-
ments showing they used the diet
drug They face up to five years in
prison and a $250,000 fine if con-
victed of conspiracy to commit an
offense against the United States.

The arrests came after a year-
long federal investigation into a
rural corner of southwestern Mis-
sissippi where juries have been
known to return multimillion-dol-
lar verdicts, attracting lawyers
‘who were eager to capitalize.

Dog abuse investigation

CORPUS CHRISTI — Po-

lice and animal control offic-
ers in Corpus Christi are investigat-
ing after a dog was found bound
and decapitated in a field near a
‘middle school.

The dog named Lucky, a cocker
spaniel and poodle cross, was re-
ported missing to the Lost Pet Hot-
line on Aug. 19. The dog was found
dead Wednesday.

Linda Garza — who had gotten
Lucky from her boss a few weeks
ago and then gave the dog to her
‘mother — said she has three young
nephews who fell in love with the
fluffy dog.

Cheryl Quinones, co-founder of
the Corpus Christi Animal Rights
Effort, said $1,500 had been raised
toward a reward for the arrest and
conviction of those responsible for
mutilating the dog. The nonprofit
group investigates instances of ani-
mal cruelty.

Nuclear pills available

HARRISBURG — Nuclear

watchdog group Three
Mile Island Alert will distribute
free potassium iodide pills that can
protect the thyroid gland from radi-
ation in the event of a nuclear acci-
dent.

The pills, known as KI, are a salt
compound that contains iodine.
They protect the thyroid gland

ainst cancer from radioactive io-
dine, which can be released during
an accident. The thyroid gland is
the only part of the body that is pro-
tected by KI.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission has recommended dis-
tribution of KI pills to residents liv-
ing within 10 miles of nuclear
plants.

The state Department of Health
distributed KI pills last month in
areas near Three Mile Island,
Peach Bottom and other nuclear
stations.

Bus driver threatens kids

MILWAUKEE — A school

bus driver caught on a hid-

den tape recorder threatening to

beat a 9-year-old boy with Down’s

Syndrome was sentenced to six
months in jail.

Brian Duchow, 29, pleaded

guilty in May to one count of child

abuse that intentionally caused

JACKSON — Twelve /s y
people who received / ‘
portions of a $400 million
settlement with the manu- Y
facturer of the diet drug 1
fen-phen in 1999 have been

ROUNDUP

great harm after a criminal com-
plaint said he admitted slapping
the boy and cursing at him on the
bus.

Jacob Mutulo’s parents had
placed a voice-activated tape re-
corder in their son’s backpack be-
cause of concerns about how the
boy was behaving on the bus.

On the recording, Duchow can
be heard telling the boy to “stop be-
fore I beat the living hell out of
you,” among other threats.

T-Rex fossil removed

SIOUX FALLS — Harding

County wants a team of fos-
sil hunters to return a juvenile Tyr-
annosaurus rex named “Tinker”
unearthed from northwest South
Dakota in 1998.

The county filed a federal law-
suit Aug. 20 against dinosaur hunt-
er Ron Frithiof of Austin, Texas,
Kim Hollrah of Towa, Melody Har-
rell of Texas, Fred Debrovner of
Colorado, and five unidentified par-
ties.

The lawsuit alleges the team
wrongfully and illegally removed
the skeletal remains from county
property and asks for the dinosaur
and all its rights to be given to the
county. It accuses the parties of en-

gaging in fraud, trespass and a
civil conspiracy.

Joe Ellingson, a Spearfish attor-
ney representing Frithiof, called
the lawsuit frivolous, saying his cli-
ent is a respected businessman
who was willing to share a portion

Political animals

Alabama Secretary of State Nancy
Worley, left, pets a couple of
female goats on the steps of the
Capitol in Montgomery, Ala.

of proceeds from the
dinosaur’s sale with
the county.

Male nurse flap

‘ “J B roxrsyours

A candidate of-
fered a school nurse posi-
Don in Portsmouth has taken
another job, after residents
questioned whether he should
get the job because he is a
man.
The Portsmouth School Commit-
tee last week delayed a vote on hir-
ing Victor Moniz after a parent
said his gender might make female

students uncomfortable.
‘The move sparked backlash, in-
cluding a letter from the Rhode Is-

land Affiliate of the American Civil
Liberties Union.

On Tuesday, the committee ap-
proved Moniz’s hiring.

‘Hokie Bird’ wine debuts

BLACKSBURG — Virginia

Tech tailgaters will have
their own wine to wash down the
burgers and dogs this fall.

“Hokie Bird” will be bottled by
Chateau Morrisette, a winery in
Floyd County, under a licensing
agreement announced Friday.

Tech spokesman Mark Owczars-
ki said the wine is not intended for
the student section of the stands.
“This is going to be one of those
products that’s targeted to our
alumni and responsible drinking,”
he said.

Hokie Bird Red and Hokie Bird
White will go on sale at stores this
fall. A portion of the sales proceeds
will go toward the university’s gen-
eral scholarship fund.

Severe child neglect

BOSTON — Four children

ages 2 months to 6 years
found alone in a garbage- and
roach-infested apartment were
placed in foster care, while offi-
cials investigate two mothers in-
volved.

Boston police and EMS removed
the children from the Seaver
Street apartment in the city’s Rox-
bury neighborhood after police
were called to the building when a
neighbor reported hearing the
6-year-old girl crying. Police found
a 2-month-old boy sleeping on a
bed, a 20-month-old girl sleeping
on a bean bag and using a metal
heater for a pillow and a 3-year-old
boy sleeping on a bunk. All of the
children were wearing soiled dia-
pers, police said.

Firewood checkpoint

TOLEDO — State troopers

stopped cars and campers
at checkpoints Thursday along the
Ohio-Michigan state line. They
weren’t looking for drunken driv-
ers or drugs — just firewood.

Ohio has banned the bringing of
firewood into the state from Michi-
gan, where a tree-killing beetle has
killed or infested 8 million ash
trees.

Ohio Department of Agriculture
officials think firewood is at least
partially to blame for the spread of
the emerald ash borer into Ohio,
where thousands of trees, mainly
in the Toledo area, have been de-
stroyed by the pest over the past
year or so.

Max Siker, of Milwaukee, sits alone in
the seats at Madison Square Garden
lican National in New York.

The party’s over
after the of the

Recreational rooster Zyearelcbatiel Rattoun of

rooster Mr. Clucky for a walk along Fourth Avenue.

Competing boats in the 30th annual Ruff
Rider Regatta Catamaran race, which was
launched from the flats on the Laguna Madre of South Padre Island,
Texas, sail in a row.

Come sail away
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Betty Giffin of Arlington, Va., left, holds her 2-year-old granddaughter, Faith
Day at the park Dutch, of Manassas, as they feed a hungry goose at Lake Ridge Community
Park in Lake Ridge, Va. Faith’s mother, Tammy, sits next to them holding 7-month-old Hope Dutch.

Taking a break

A dragonfly rests on a branch along
the shoreline of Lake Lou Emma in
Van Buren, Ark.

in’ A motorcyclist rolls through a tunnel on Iron
RuShln hOme Mountain Road as Mount Rushmore looms in
the background near Keystone, S.D.

Stephanie Johnson, 15, spends some time with Rosie, a 2-month-old Polled
Hereford cow, during the Haddam Neck Fair in Haddam, Conn.

Bovine bonding

Honeymoon hiker rescue

WATERBURY — A woman
from Seattle celebrating
her honeymoon with a hike on Hun-
ger Mountain ended up on a
stretcher with a special rescue
team.

The Waterbury Backcountry
Rescue Team was dispatched to
the mountain after receiving an
emergency 911 call.

The patient, a 38-year-old

an whose name was not re-
leased, was found a mile up the
trail, according to rescue team
leader Brian Lindner.

She fell and possibly broke her
leg during her descent from the
summit with her husband of three
days.

Lindner said the condition of the
trail wasn’t bad and called it “al-
most a freak accident.”

Lindner said the couple was in
good spirits and able to joke about
the fact it would be a honeymoon
to remember.

Stealing to pay psychic?

McALLEN — The former

mayor of a small South
Texas border town pleaded inno-
cent to embezzling town funds to
pay for a psychic more than
$53,000.

Former La Grulla Mayor Diana
Cortez and former bookkeeper San-
dra Lopez are accused of using
public money to pay for the servic-
es of a psychic. Both pleaded inno-
cent to federal embezzlement
charges in a federal court in
McAllen.

A federal indictment alleges
they used city money to pay a psy-
chic about $53,700 for consulta-
tions, including the use of tarot
cards.

Cortez, 48, was La Grulla’s
mayor from May 2001 to May
2003. The 45-year-old Lopez was
the town bookkeeper during her ad-
ministration.

If convicted, the women could
face up to 10 years in prison and a
fine of up to $500,000.

Rogue cop settlement

The Pennsylvania state po-

lice have agreed to pay $5
million to settle allegations that
commanders failed to rein in a
rogue trooper who was sexually as-
saulting women.

The settlement covers civil law-
suits filed in U.S. federal court by
four women, including one who
was 14 in the late 1990s when she
was assaulted by former trooper
Michael Evans.

Evans pleaded guilty to criminal
charges in 2000 and is serving a 5-
to 10-year prison sentence. The
‘women said several of his supervi-
sors knew he had a history of unsa-
vory conduct but never punished
him or removed him from duty.

Young giraffe put down

RACINE — An 18-month-

old giraffe was euthanized
after becoming unable to stand up
— the second death of a giraffe at
the Racine Zoo this year.

Chas, a male Masai giraffe ob-
tained from a Lufkin, Texas, zoo,
after another giraffe died at the
700 in March, was euthanized last

week. The zoo staff had found him
unable to stand.

Zoo veterinarian Dr. Kevin Nel-
son said the preliminary indica-
tions from blood work and X-rays
were inconclusive.

Zoo personnel consulted other
veterinarians with expertise in han-
dling giraffes before making the de-
cision to euthanize Chas.

Volcano park ad n

'VOLCANO — The public on

Thursday got its first look at
a 116,000-acre addition to Hawaii
Volcanoes National Park.

U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye, U.S.
Rep. Ed Case and Mayor Harry
Kim were among the hundreds
who got a first look at Kahuku
Ranch lands, which run along the
slopes of Mauna Loa.

“What we have done here in Ha-
‘waii is a model for the nation in suc-
cessful partnerships between pri-
vate land owners, environmental
organizations and government
agencies,” Inouye said. “More of
these projects must be done with
an eye towards future genera-
tions.”

The National Park Service and
The Nature Conservancy last year
paid $22 million to acquire the
Kahuku Ranch from Damon Es-
tate.

Kin not told of death

DANVILLE — The brother

of a former death row in-
mate who died of pneumonia in
May said he didn’t learn of his
brother’s death until three months
later. Prison officials claim they
couldn’t locate the family.

A spokesman for the state medi-
cal examiner’s office said that
Calvin Swann, 49, died of natural
causes on May 28,

But Clyde Swann, 48, one of
Calvin Swann’s brothers, said the
family did not learn of the death
until Aug. 25 when he called the
prison.

“I've been visiting. I've been
sending money, and they didn’t
contact me,” Swann said. “He
hadn’t called in a while and T
called to find out why, and they
said he was deceased. I said, ‘You
must have h1m mixed up with
somebody else.

Larry 'I‘raylnr, spokesman_ for
the Virg'i a Department of Correc-
tions, said officials attempted to
contact Swann’s next-of-kin with-
out any luck.

Doggie distress call

FRANKLIN — A playful

pooch might wind up in the
doghouse after calling 911 on its
owners’ phone.

An emergency operator an-
swered a 911 call at about 6:20
am., but nobody was on the line
and all the operator could hear was
a shuffling noise in the back-
ground, said Hancock County Sher-
iffs Deputy Shane Campbeil.

Campbell and two emergency
medical technicians went to the
house to investigate, but the own-
ers weren't home. What they found
instead was a husky puppy and a
chewed-up cordless phone on the
floor.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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Cruise empties mind for character role

Playing a heartless hit man in “Collateral,” Tom Cruise
said he emptied his mind as he emp-
tied ammo clips into victims during
filming.

But the grinning nice-guy swore
he hasn’t got a bit of murder in him
in real life.

Promoting the movie at the Ven-
ice Film Festival in Italy, Cruise was
asked if perhaps the most evil char-
acter of his career had inspired any
homicidal thoughts.

“T wouldn’t kill anyone because I
don’t want to,” he said, and then
asked a reporter: “Who would you
Kill2” The reply: “Osama bin Laden,
for example.”

Cruise paused “Well, yeah, yeah. But I just don’t want
to kill anyone.”

His character, on the other hand, doesn’t want much
else.

Director Michael Mann’s thriller, which was not in
competition for an award, features Cruise as murder-ma-
chine Vincent, who is paid to kill five federal witnesses in
one night. Jamie Foxx is Max, a hapless cabbie who picks
up the hit man.

Cruise

Former UCLA baskethall coach honored

Former longtime UCLA basketball coach John Wooden
was among 10 educators honored at the unveiling of a
sidewalk monument honoring teachers.

The ceremony was attended by about 200 parents, stu-
dents, friends and officials. Wooden coached the Bruins
from 1947-1975 and was an English teacher before that.

“It’s nice to see teachers honored,” he said from Los An-
geles.

The row of 10 bronze plaques dubbed the Walk of
Hearts lines the front of a San Fernando Valley theater. It
features the names of teachers set in designs of laurels
shaped like a heart and an apple.

During Wooden’s coaching career, UCLA won seven
straight national championships, an NCAA record
88-game winning streak, and four 30-0 seasons.

Elephant Man to perform at Creole fest

Jamaican reggae artist Elephant
Man will be among 15 performers
at the eighth annual World Creole
Music Festival in Dominica next
montl

Dominica’s festival is one of the
largest Creole music celebrations in
the Caribbean. Thousands attended
last year, many coming from sur-
rounding islands with French Cre-
ole roots, including Guadeloupe
and Martinique.

Other bands and performers
lined up for the Oct. 29-31 festival
include Magnum, Dominik Coco,
Sweet Mickey, Canela and Escale, festival director Jef-
fery Brisbane said.

“We feel that the festival continues to grow year by
year,” Brisbane said.

Creole music has an African base mixed with Caribbe-
an calypso and Latin beats, and is built around drums, gui-
tar and organs. It emerged when French Creole slaves
would mark the end of the harvest by singing, and
evolved to include modern instruments.

Elephant Man

‘Phelpstival’ to celebrate Olympic athlete

1t's billed as a “Phelpstival,” a party, parade and presen-
tation for Michael Phelps after his Olympic triumph.

The swimming champion makes
his homecoming this coming week,
and Baltimore County Executive
James Smith announced plans for a
day of tributes Sept. 11.

There will be an honorary renam-
ing of Cedar Avenue after Phelps,
and a parade winding through
downtown Towson, Md., will culmi-
nate in a ceremony on the Court
House Plaza. The swimmer, who
finished with six gold medals and
two bronze at the Athens Games,
will receive the keys to Baltimore
County.

Phelps and fellow medalists Lenny Krayzelburg and
Ian Crocker plan to show their swimming skills at the
“Swim With the Stars” show Sept. 10 at the University of
Maryland.

Stories and photos from wire services.

Phelps

ALYANKOVIC:
HE'S NOT

WEIRD

ATALL

‘Humor is a cathartic experience,’ singer says

BY DANIEL P. FINNEY
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

ST. LOUIS — Journey with us now, dear readers, into
the seedy, dark and mysterious world of a rock musician
on tour.

Take an exclusive tour through the chamber of sin and
terror that is a best-selling and Grammy-winning artist’s
tour bus.

Read the harrowing, life-on-the-edge tales of sex, drugs
and ...

Aw, who are we kidding? We spent a couple hours with
“Weird Al” Yankovic when he played Six Flags St. Louis.
The guy famous for his parodies of popular songs, artists
and pop culture in general is about as low-key.
easy-going and down-to-earth as
you can find.

No drugs. No hookers. No
trips to the emergency
room. Well, OK, the key-
boardist had to go to the
emergency room, but we
think it was just an upset
stomach.

Known for garish Ha-
waiian shirts and a wild-
ly antic onstage personality, N
Yankovic behind the scenes is
decidedly unzany. He appears
wearing tattered blue jeans, black flip-flops
and a muted brown tie-dye T-shirt.

“It’s pretty boring around here on tour,”
Yankovic says, gesturing around his bus. “If
you were riding this bus with us, you'd just
find a bunch of people playing with their
laptops and watching TV.”

The bus interior is a mixture of forest
greens, marble grays and black tiles. No
construction zone oranges, banana yel-
lows or psychedelic flower patterns.
Not even a whoopee cushion.

The only luxury is a big-screen TV
with a satellite hookup — tuned to the
Fuse music video network — and
even the TV is something you'd ex-
pect to find in a suburban house.

“Yeah, we rent these buses, so we
don’t do a lot of decorating,” Yank-
ovic says. “Maybe Steven Tyler
(of Aerosmith) outfits his bus
differently, but this is how we

Yankovic is the grand
champion of the novelty
album, perhaps the most
successful comedy music
artist since Allan Sher-
man. He broke through
with a parody of the

Weird Al Yankovic is low-key, easy-going and

Jedi knight singing in a coffechouse and wonderfully
‘mocked Kurt Cobain’s angst-ridden grunge rock.

A career that most critics write off as trivial has nonethe-
less earned Yankovic three Grammys, including his most
recent in 2003 for best comedy album in recognition of
“Poodle Hat.”

Yankovic seems less like a rock star and more like a guy
you'd find mowing his lawn on a Saturday afternoon.

His gags are usually clever word plays, slapstick come-
dy and flatulence jokes. He never strays into overtly sexual
material, and a curse word can’t be found in the library of
his work. The mixture makes Yankovic an all-ages act, pop-
ular with children, parents and graying adults alike.

“My humor tends to be on the clean
side,” Yankovic says. “I've never really
targeted one demographic or another,

but I recognize that my stuff is popular

with families because it's clean —
sometimes cleaner than the source.”

Behind the laughter, bright cos-
tumes and silliness, Yankovic is re-
served and soft-spoken, almost
shy. He answers questions

thoughtfully, the very definition

of earnest and erudite. Yet, the
comic singer betrays little real
emotion even though there is
certainly plenty of it in his life
these days.
In April, Yankovic’s parents both
died suddenly of carbon monoxide poi-
soning at their home. After the funer-
al, the king of musical comedy decid-
ed to keep touring.

“You know, I've been told by a lot
of people that my music helped
them get through tough times,” he

says, his brown eyes scanning the
floor of his tour bus. “I've had peo-
ple tell me that my work stopped

them from committing suicide.
T'm hoping that my music will
help me now.”

The tour, though, inspires a
different kind of sadness. It
means he’s separated from
his wife and 18-month-old
daughter for weeks at a
time. Yankovic says he
only tours about 18
days in a row before
taking a break to
spend time with his
family.

“I wouldn’t do it
otherwise,”  he
says. “It’s just too

hard to be away
from them.”

KRT

Knack’s “My Sha- 4 A “Humor is

rona,” called “My Bo- down to earth — a different image from what a cathartic

logna,” in 1979 at is portrayed in the media. He entered the experi-

the age of 20. music scene in 1979 with the hit “My Bols ence,”
Since then, Yank- gna,” a parody of the Knack’s “My Sharona.’ Yankov-

ovic has dominated a genre riddled with
one-hit wonders and amusing novelties. He
has lampooned everyone from Michael Jackson to Coolio.
In his wonderfully over-the-top videos, he has dressed as a

ic

muses. “That's why I've never thought about doing ‘seri-

ous’ songs. There are enough people doing unfunny
‘music. I'm happy to laugh.”
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Horoscope

The morning brings a torrent of
activity, but it's exceedingly fun. You
could find yourself saying “yes” to
more responsibility since
the first wave was no big
deal. Friends are a valuable
resource to business, and
the reverse is also true.
Bosses, beware: Many call
in sick today as the moon
shifts from fun-loving Gemi-
ni into home-loving Cancer.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(September 7). This year
has opportunities galore.
Picking and choosing is
where the magic happens.
Believe you can have great
things, and choose accordingly. At
work, you're diplomatic and will
move into a trusted position in No-
vember. Many of you move to be
near love or to find a better job in
May. Aquarius and Taurus are
excellent love matches.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Play to win! If you make the sale
(and this is especially true if you're
“selling” yourself), then your bank
account reflects a new level of
affluence by this time next month. In
general, be gentler with others than
you are with yourself.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
The less you try to impress, the
more you succeed. Stop worrying
what someone thinks of you, and
just ask. For many of you, an ex
retums. Alimony payments and
financial obligations are reduced
through better communication.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You're gracious even when you
don't feel like being gracious. As a
direct result, good things happen for
you down the line. It will mean more
because you had to wait. You'd do
well to have a littie more faith.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Constant interruptions keep you
from being as productive as you
would like. But your relationships are
the true value in your life. Do what it
takes to connect. Visit, and share all
that you'd like to share.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Progress in love is linked to tough
choices. But you are brave and
ready to do what it takes. Rely on
your instincts. Negotiation and

Joyce Jillson

renegotiations are favored. Better
arrangements are had with very litlle
effort
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

True friendship — one of your spe-
cialties — brings financial opportuni-
ties. Be consistent; those around

you are reassured by
dependability. Hidden
costs are discovered.
Rectify this now, and
you'll save hundreds in
the long run.

LIBRA (Sept.

23-Oct. 23). Keep
} trying to connect with that
person who s hard to
reach. This one has a
dire need for help, ac-
knowledgment and love
(don't we all?). But it
takes a special person (ke you) to
respond to the needs of others
under these stars.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Now that you're resolute about the
changes you want to make in your
life, it's a perfect time to share your
dreams and goals. If you can get
someone to keep you accountable
for what you said you would do,
you'l stay ahead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Cut yourself some slack. Your
every move is not being evaluated
— that is, except by you. Prospec-
tive romantic companions will come
on strong. You'll make headway with
your creative project.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Each contact you make with
another person gives you a chance
to test out your social skills. Perfect-
ing these will help you go far in any
area of life on which you focus.
Asking in the right way brings instant
results.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
In order to create success in your
financial realm, you must first be-
lieve it can be done. Lately, you've
been thinking a little too small. Be
open to more input, especially from
the people you don't think will be
helpful.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
This is the perfect day to shape up
your ideas into something viable.
This is best done on paper — you'l
see the errors and illogical aspects.
of your plan and be able to fix them
before you even embark.
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Get out and about to meet people JUNMIELE

Dear Abby: “Lonely in Geor-
gia,” the woman who divorced
her cheating spouse eight years
ago, wrote that she’s miserably
lonely. I know how she feels.

1 was widowed four years ago,
and when I was ready to date, it
seemed impossible to
find “Miss Right.” By a
stroke of good fortune, I
discovered an online
dating service that
matched me with people
with shared personality
traits and interest:

My first date was with
alady with whom I imme-
diately felt comfortable.
We have been seeing
each other for six
months, are engaged, and
intend to be married
soon. I hope “Lonely” finds this
helpful.

— “Eureka” in Arizona
Dear “Eureka”: Congratula-
tions to you both. Very few peo-
ple are lucky enough to strike
platinum on the first try. I wish
you every happiness. Read on:

Dear

Dear Abby: 1 was divorced at
44, and decided to finally do
somelhmg I'd always wanted to
try: country- western dancing. I
went not knowing anyone. When
a gentleman asked me to dance,
he didn’t mind that I was a nov-
ice. He led me through
the basics. He also
mentioned free lessons
offered by the establish-
ment, and I decided to
go. 1 s00n got to know
the regulars (even
experienced dancers
took lessons). Eventual-
ly, I met the man who
would become my
husband. We have been
married three years,
and I have never been
happier.

— Happily Partnered Again

Dear Happily Partnered: T

have often said that if you want
to meet new people, get involved
in a new activity. My longtime
personal assistant, Olivia, also
met the man of her dreams,
Richard, while square dancing

Dear Abby

— and I agree that it can be
fertile territory for romance.

Dear Abby: 1, too, divorced a
cheating spouse.

“Lonely” should consider
talking to a therapist to help her
regain her self-esteem. After T
did it, I focused on attending
events and functions where I
could meet the kind of man I was
interested in. I chose museum
and gallery exhibitions and the
theater, and went with girl-
friends. I met a wonderful man
at a group for over-35 singles.

“Lonely” should get out and
enjoy herself. I'm sure she'll find
the person she’s looking for.

— Been Through it in Georgia

Dear Been Through It: No one
ever met anyone by sitting at
home and brooding. The most
important thing is to put yourself
out there.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Constant PDAs trouble friends

Dear Annie: vy
friend, “Michele,” thinks
nothing of making out
with her boyfriend,
“Eddie,” in front of peo-
ple. They baby-talk and
giggle, hug passionately
and kiss constantly, while
the rest of us sit there in
uncomfortable silence.
Michele thinks if you
don’t like it, tough.

Mind you, these two
are in their early 40s and
old enough to know better. I'm
by no means a prude, but I cer-
tainly don’t want to see such
intimate behavior at the dinner
table. It's rude, disrespectful and
pretty gross.

How would you handle a situa-
tion like this? My boyfriend says
I should ignore it. I think I
should say something. What do
you say?

— Lost My Appetite
Dear Appetite: Slobbering
Public Displays of Affection
make most onlookers uncomfort-
able, and with good reason. This
behavior is intimate and should

Annie’s Mailbox

be done in private.
Simply excuse yourself,
saying sweetly, “You
obviously want to be
alone,” and then leave.

Dear Annie: you
recently printed a
letter from “Getting
Desperate,” an alcohol-
ic who said AA wasn’t
a good fit for him. He
asked about other
alternatives to stay
sober.

An excellent recovery group is
available nationwide. It's called
“Smart Recovery” (smartrecov-
ery.org), and it is free and totally
secular in nature. They have
helped thousands of people re-
gain control of their lives. The
emphasis is placed on self-disci-
pline. In addition, the group
covers any type of addictive
behavior, not just substance
abuse. The address is: Smart
Recovery, 7537 Mentor Ave.,
Suite 306, Mentor, OH 44060.

— Anonymous

Dear Friend: Several readers
recommended Smart Recovery.

We want to thank all those who
took the time to help with refer-
rals. Everyone should be able to
find something useful here:

From California: Tell him to
Lok for a local branch of Ratio-
nal Recovery (www.rational.org).
It has a very different approach
and philosophy. The address is
Rational Recovery, Box 800,
Lotus, CA 95651.

Out East: I'd like to recom-
mend LifeRing (lifering.org) at
1440 Broadway, Suite 312, Oak-
land, CA 946122023 and Women
For Sobricty (womenforsobriety.
org) at P.0. Box 618, Quaker-
town, PA 18951-0618.

Boston: There are alternatives
to AA for people who are uncom-
fortable with the religious/spiritu-
aljtheistic aspects of AA. Try
Secular Organizations for Sobri-
ety at www.secularhumanism.
org/sos.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your uues(mns to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or
Annie’s Mailbox, ¢/o Creamrs Synd\cala
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

GRAFFITI’

Dennis the Menace
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square, ! d a You're in luch
to form four ordinary words. sonnaker Theye 20% off

NLFAK :,; \ - ‘!‘Ms wcj\—k

2004 Toure Hedia Senics. e

I Righs Reserver

STULY

ONe
MELFYS

O

WHAT THE YACHTS—
MAN FOUND AT THE

v Bl com BOAT SHOP,

LURIAB

HEOON

Answer herer A

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

A

(Answers tomorrow)
ENSUE  NOISY POPLAR HELPER
What the champion golfer offered his ama-
teur partners — PRO'S PROSE

Jumbles:

Yesterday's |
Answer:

Family Circus

www familycircus com

“This is a nice day. It must be low-carb.”

[

©Gary Larson

Non Sequitur

ST THINK THEY KEEP PEVELOPING MEW ANVMWVW
LAUNDRY DETERGENT TO KEEP LIP WITH DENNIS.”

The Far Side

“No way. I'l put my magazine down
when you put yours down
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PLANNING A CELEBRATION:
USE A DESIGNATED DRIVER

> About 40.000 people are killed in road accidents on European roads every year.
> The total costs for road accidents imated at over 160 bil year in the P ion.
> It is estimated that excessive blood alcohol concentration is invalved in 1 out of 4 accidents and

g better drink-driving management could prevent up to 10,000 fatalities in the EU annually.

US ARMY EURDPE

THE SOLUTION!

IMA - EUROPE REGION
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

. it’s a SNAPI

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS t

2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.

payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0BO) and phone number).

3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate

CONTACT STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD
hoare-ma & service PhlmeSErvk:eBJDnm. - 5:30 p.m.)
mail.estripes.osd.mil

155-4
155 601—447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212
Tnll Free In Europe: Belgium: 0800-7802 Germany: 0800-1011-271
Netherlands: 0800-0223804 Italy: xau 7suzss Spavm. 900-958304
U.K.: 0800-085882: U
Customer Service: 05155 501437 m DSN 349-8437
ON BUSINESS RATES OR ADVERTISING IN THE s:m(s DIRECTORY,

as.
Fax' Germw

§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per line.

MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY CONTACT SEAN ADAMS AT CHVs 06155-601203 or DSN: 349-1
TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING COUPON

WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY D)4 tines/4 days @ 520 [14 lines/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name:

 Your Name: Phane #:

PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES | Address:

1. 4 Lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). § Visa/MC # (circle one): Exp.Date:

2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). § Category #: Run Date:

3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). § i Ad:
1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property
for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to
property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations. Employment Rates apply for
Jobs Offered and Job Fair. For Commercil or Employment Rate information contact Stars & Stripes Classified.
* Payment s required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include: Visa, s::m ‘Payment o:
MasterCard, Check or Money Order. Please do not send cash. If an ad is not received by the designated deadline, "address Intemationgl Address

it will begin running the next available day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holidays.

urgpean Stars & Strip,
A ssified Advertisin
Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

umpean Stars & Stripes
Classified Advertisini
Unit 29480, APO AE

Department

Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change (o an ad s four business days prir to Fst date o publicatin. 15 the responsiblity o the advertisr to contact European Stars & Stipes Classified on the firt date of publication to corect erors. I the ad h

afect the ntegral value of the a, fe.e., misspelled words; wrong category (case-by-case); CAPS,

bold,italicized incorecty; it

additional day. Stars & Stripes reservs the right o edit and retun any and allads considered fnappropriate for publishing. ALl classified advertisements are non-refundable,
.
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B OeER o B
e
shape, blk met 00 5o talor 2 SpolhSy
Ofboriirs Harley Davidson o
Yoo xen 1o | St v Exls s o
Ay Rcan Spcs Seate 7, Navy: | chromelaccessories _$11.000
78507 s, | o, Cal Frana Oicos sosser
sty Dvsn PXD 02 s

pege, o1
Backrodt

o500, i arodh- Seal, osi
016695175424

Seeking reliable person to care
for slderly person in my home,
canfo Gl soreus hios

" area 01626866355

SBdon sy

Automotive 140

Used cars from $700 to $3000
ipEpegion uarantsa, . cal
O FFS508s:

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

2002 PT Cruiser LTD Biack

VW Bug 75 new g op
conditon. Euie S008 i
Chuck 09337-980648

P great

"cat | HD Fatboy 03, blkjshr. anier.

HD
sayry ediy, EET 900 nles, e
59082078510, 5707608

Spec, Siver, pe

t8ct” candiion

380" 87 Riicsbaden,’ cal | Kawasaki Concours us

Sy ¢ Wshaden, Gl | S0t M om0

or amal frenchwy @hatrail com | months left on warranty, " call
0162.6022085

]

o  ouro

0179.6762718,5 11,500
BUW 5251 02 Blubk fhr.

Shescaduocom
Chevy Silverado LS 1500 03,

Pets

Purchase of listed p
buyevs tisk_German
rocommends
bieeders. ciub membe
fore any purchase

o0 it cal St

06181-15593 Hanua area

English Buldog_Female, Pub
graduate with papers $ 1,200

5o, 09321923316 please”call Karagke Service Hanay Sem:

820 | atter Y50 mie radus 0184 61263
ot is at House Unfurnished 878
Dog O | Ui Shts, S at o 50, Travel 1000
heckng | Seope sarer e ] Rwwpm——

Computers

360 _ | 1250et per mon mm e

9120

i forsihaus-oberau.do

Ve, S, 2yt il winty. ac, oo
st ok, syl T
20
017626155908
Doge fam 98 4t poue:
?e o R 20
b, kel ol S S50
38555577 08356 375703
piteey b LR Chew:
§778%, 2ok of 28800l i
Child Care Wanted 300
Live indive out nanny needed to

e i
TRoo e

Toysta Tupdra 0. Lios, V5

P

Eper ity gl et

| 100%

DIGITALNET

——
800HighTech.com

Engish  speaking,  Ramstein
area, 06361 428863 aftr 6pm )
E\mﬂ““
Furniture 510
secton _wardrobs, blonde

Soos haning S S shees
sep_iinen slorage, $100, call
07751914676 Wisbaden

evening 06128945433
Nissan Quest GLE ‘99, loaded,

By Rl alls Kawasald Ninfa G367 67 SIv
1o 5, .0l et cond | BusesiVans/RVs 168 | et S™en B, v
S5 S calofST Shastht | ———— | B KL Y 2

ssan_Ques: Loa. | i o0
750 A 93 SWBIK, fthr, ded orignal uwner sméﬂ call
il o, ato, e cond | S Ll gamer 8 350, il

TeK K s 5500 obo. Cai
0160.99748654 09621915

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

BMW 7 and 5 series 89, ra | . 6 cd chr moon roof, v | Chovy Tracker 03 Black. 17
shape, dark lugage rack, G6K M, war unti | miles, Puly oaden,
mieage, muo irerireTs | L85 ek 1 auto, Exclont condtion, $ 17K
Wiesbads 06181-6752174. obo, Call Mindy 01757-838293

$32,495 2004 V70 AWD DEMO

a

militarysalesv@fmc-wuerzburg.de

Tel.: (0931) 784 3247 Wuerzburg
(09721) 946069 Schweinfurt
(0951) 9622817 Bamberg

www.amccarsales.com

DbsVared 60

ed help around the house?
m 01728450657 Feasonable

s, Hockenheim  an
ounding area.

Int'l Toll
Approval @

$33,99!

Premium/ Sport Pkg

ALL MIlI'I'.IRY APPROVED!
Pentium 4 Laptops & Computers
NO MONEY DOWN

delenss agencies. We o mh\; for & sarsar 6o,

' md sy mquiements o Demnis
e bats ismation

Free 1-888- 864 5504
. M

5 2004 SGOR AWD DEMO
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SCOREBOARD

AFN schedule

times central European.
PAC, AFN-paci R Great Sh1:
layed: cut: two-hour or
Gow. s are ateot ava
e o KPS A Subject i change wiah-
outnotice.)

(Al
AR Atl

Television

Baseball — Montreal at Chicago Cubs, 2
a.m. Wednesday, AFN-A.

College football — Tulane at Mississippi

lednesday, (did) SPT.

Golf — Deutsche Bank chamnmnshm final
round, 9 a.m. Tuesday (did), SI
Hockey — Wor \d C uarlerfmal game,
: esday, didh SpT

tor racing dNEX!E‘ Cup POD Secret 500,

ot
6gm. Tuesda

Open: 4th round, 1 p.m. Tues-
day (@1, SPT: quarterfinals, 1 am. Wednes-

day, SPT.
AfEdrope can be reached at DSN
329-4444. German  clvilan * (+49)

(0065156 o AFN ' Atlantic's Web sit
Click on “television” or
e o arest ehedules AFNS parent or-
ganization, AFRTS at March, Reserve AFD.
alif, can be reached at DSN 312-348-1319 of
commercial (809) 413-2319. Its Web site is
www.myafn.net.

Tennis
U.S. Open

Sunday
At The USTA National Tennis Center
iew York
Purse; $17.75 million (Grand Slam)
Surface; Hard-Outdoor

ird Round
Germany. def.

aas, Ricardo
waio, Bzl 3 657

), Sweden, def. Ste-
7.(2),7-6 (1),6:1, 63,

Y Robredo. (187 Spaln,”def.”Alex-
ander Pc o Austrt,

Siia 6
Andy Roddick 2) nited states, def. Guil
ermo Lanas (59 Argaine, C 83

Czech epubhc. get
Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, 24, 6-1

“Karol Beck slovakla, def. Wikolay Davyden-
ko Russia 63,4 6-4.

ey Henits (i, ALt alla, def.Feliciano
Lope? G0), Spain, 6.1, 6- 46

Wom
crena Wiliane (. Oed States, def.

Patty Schnyder (19), Suitzerland, 6.4 62
lena . def. Vera

Zvonarev: Ussio, 16, 6.4,6

Jenniter Capriatl (s). Umted States, def. Ai

Sugiyama (12), )

m

(17. ‘France, def. Frances-
i:E 4,63,

caSchiavone (16, u

Knowles," Sahamas,
Nestor o} Canada, e

JustinGirieltob and Graydon Olfver, rit-
e

and Daniel

outh Africa, and Travis
parvott. unted States, der.
Germany and Rogier Wassen, Netherlands;

X
Leander Paes, India, and David RIKI (13),
Caech Republic,def
s Blorkman, Sweden, and Todd Wood:
brigae I Avsbiala, e T

Virginia Rua
Suardz (D), Argentina, det. it M u:
tralia, and' Corina Morariu, United States,
Janette Husarova, Sovania, and Conchita
Martinez (6), Spain, def. Caroline Dh
Frané:; and ‘sitvja Talaja, Croatia, 76
e, Taiwan, and Peng Shuai, China,
def Tathiana Garbin, Italy, and Tina Krizan,
Slovenia, 4-6, 6-
Liezel Huber, South Africa, and Tamarine
Tanasugarn (5, hailand, def; Emile Lolt
nce, and Nicole Pratt (10), Australia, 6-4;

“Syetiana kuznetsova and Elena Likhovtse-
ita

2), Russia, def. Rita Grande and Flavia
Pennetta, Italy, 6-2, retired.
rbara Schett, Austria, and Patty Scf chny
der (12) Switzerland. def. Jennifer Hopkins
and Mashona Wash: ngton, United® States,
ST
ou
Maria Sharapova, Russia, and Max Mirmyi,

elarus, det. Cara and Wayhe Black (2) zim-
babwe,6:3, 76 (4).
era, Zudnareva, Russia, and Bob Bryan
(), United States,
oEhanda R h{n)and Scott Humphries, Unit-
and Todg woodbridge, Austra:

ymond, United Stafes, and
Vnesh Shopathl T 126 1€ B
riina Neratiova, Unieq States, and
ander Paes (8), India, def. EIs Callens, Bel-
jum, and"Martin Damm, Czech Republic,

Deutsche Bank

Sunday
AtTPC of Boston
iorton Mass.
Purse: $5 million
Yardage: T415; Par: 71
ird Round
Vijay Singh 68-63-68-199 14
Tiger Woods Gxeren-202 11
ill Haas 69-64-71-204
Shigeki Maruyama.

Jay Williamson
jam Scott

y Briggs
Jesper Parnevik 7173

e

e

bs

Mark Wiison +
Ken Green +
Danny Ellis +
Bob Burns. +
ason Bohn +
Joey Sindel 15
Harrison Frazar T174-215 +:
Trevor Immelman -7074-215 +:
Jason Dufner 6975215 +
Jeft Slum: 16877215+
Justin Rose -70-74-216 +
ke Heinen -70-74-216 +
Guy Boros -70-74-216 +
Brian Kortar -70-74-216 +
Robert Gamez 7174216+
1. Henry 7175-216 +
denrane 72-75-216 +
Bl W i
illy Mayfair +
ity cald bt
Jeft B 17
WicnashAlten -69-77-218 +
John Senden -6-79-219 +
Pat Bates 72-78-220 +
74 +

Niark Oieara

European Masters

Sunday

At Crans-sur-Sierre Golf
sur-Sierre, Switzerland

rse: $1.93 millo

aura Diaz, $18909

Rosales, $18,809
jena, S14,

arin Koch, $14.
ia Hjorth, 14,381

=
=5

00-Yun Kang, $9,
jee-Won Han, $9,076
ini Waugh, $7,874

BRES

Jenna Daniels, $4,413
First Tee Open

Sunday
At Pebble Beach, Calif.
purse
ourses both Par 72

play
p-pebble Boach Gaif Links, Yardage:
‘-Byonet Golf Course, Yardage: 6,964

umi /S, $35, -
J\m Ahern, $35 000 72b-72p-70p— K
Gan YKDCH 535 000 70b-; E'ﬁp’ -
M. Hat t \ K‘/ 450 768' -70p— -
Gil M 12b-; g -215
LTho -7ib-70p-215
M. Mc( umber. 524450 g p- —215
Bob Gilder, $2: 215 -
fon aland Msn p 215 -
e c Jeseam0 i
ary IcCor p-T6p- ~
200

Yard: 1
Finai Lea
uke Donald, England 265
iguel A. Jimenez, Spain 270
i 271
obert Coles, Eng 271
Susrds Romero Argentina 271
raeme McDowell, . Ire. 272
fnie Els, South Afri -3
hoi, South Kore: 274
rlos Rodiles, Spain
tephen Scahill, N.z. 276
eter 0'Malley, Australia  72-65-71-68—276
arren Fichardt, s. Africa 276
james Kingston, 5. Africa  68-69-71-69-277
raig Spence, Australia
ngel Gabrerd, Argentina
imon Dyson, England
lark Roe, England
eter Fowler, Australia
charl Schwartzel, S. Africa
Robert Rock, England
Andrew Marshall England
Bradiey Oredge, Wales
Rthony wall,ngland

State Farm CI;

Sunday
At Rail Golf Cour
Springfiel

2,
ncy Harvey, $35.421 68-71-64-71-274 -14

s, Peftersen, $35,421  67-67-69-71-274

D. Delasin, $23,870 275 -1

Chris Johnson, $18,909 76 12

Shi Hyun Ahn, $18909 71-71-66-68—276 -12
y Hart, S8, 276 -12

Reilley Rankin, $18.909 276 12

R T T T

! 800
im A\buS,B.AﬂD

0 racing

Nextel Pop Secret 500
Sunday
At californi
Fontana,

[T

edway

Lap leng miles
(start position in parentheses)

- (U7 Ellott Sadler, Ford, 250,279,398,

. (8 Kasey Kahne, Dodgé, 250,3156,315,
- (1) Mark Martin, Ford, 250, $144,450.
ik, G Jamie” Melurray,” Dodge,” 250,

(14) Ryan Newman, Dodge, 250, $154,367.
a9 can dwards, Ford, 256, 3136,752,
9) Scott Riags, Cowrolet 255 $131 457
3875l Sarvet, Fora. 550, S134/642
§5g G Robby G Gordon,  Chevrolet, 250,
o ul s) Rusty Wallace, Dodge, 250,
1.(4) Kurt Busch, Ford, 250, $108,425.
5112, o) Joe Nernechek, Chevrolet, 250,
o ) Brian Vickers, Chevrolet, 250,
i é) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 250,
)Jeﬁ Burton, Chevrolet, 250, $96,200.
siiSig@) Jeremy Mayfeld "Dodge, 250,
" (20) Ricky Rudd, Ford, 250, $111,556.
oSG Tow Stewart, Chevrolet, 250,
s .'7( 5) Terry Labonte, Chevrolet, 250,
o . (37) Bobby Labonte, Chevrolet, 250,
sioks i8) Scott Wimmer, Dodge, 250,
! (30) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 250, 129,803
: 1) Michael Waltrip, Chevroiet, 250,
ﬁ/\e Busch Chevrolet, 250,578 250
43) sil Eliott, Dodge, 250, $77,
Sterling - Mariin, ' Dodge, 250,
sifias
(13 eff Green, Dodge, 220, 5106035
25,80 Kevin' Harvi Chevrolet, 250,
Casey Mears, Dodge, 249, $90.750.
) Boris Said, Chevrolet, 249,577,700
(39) Ward Burton, Chevrolet, 248,

i50.
3. (1) Jimmy Spencer, Chevrolet, 247,
3. (40) Ken Schrader, Dodge, 231, engine
e, 17020

4. (12) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet, 231,
cident $125.103

5,28} Kyle Petiy, odge, 25, engine fail-
45 Crea Bifle, Ford, 213, accident,
{8) Jeif ordon, Chevrolt, 209, engine
u Bobby Hamilton Jr., Chevrolet, 207,

<zs> Shane Hmiel, Dodge, 173, ransmis-

on,

98: 1) Berrike Cope, Ford, 154, accident,

41, (37) 1.J. Yeley, Chevrolet, 32, accident,

43, (22) Brendan Gaughan, Dodge, 32, acci-
fent, $84.585,

43, (42) Jeft Fuller, Dodge, 5, overheating,
75,875,

failur

Race Statistics
‘Time of Race: 3 hours, 53 minutes, 47 sec-
onds.
Margin of Vi .263 seconds.
Winher's Average Speed: 128,324 mph.

Caution Flags: 1for St laps.
Lead Changes: 29 among

3. D Earnhard 366, 4.
04. 5. Mkenseth, 3,263 6. E.5a:

dier, 3:204 7. K:Busch, 3,186. 8. R Newman,
3,078.9. K Kahne, 3,067. 10. MMartin, 3,058.

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer

Eastern Conferency
L TPts GF GA
Columbus 8510 34 28 25
Metrostars 99°633 37 B
icago 710 8 29 29 35
D.C. United 7% B
New England 510 9 24 30 35
Western Conference

W L TPts GF GA
Kansas City 118538 3 2
Colorado 9793 232
Los Angeles 97833 B
NGRS &

B3as 2 3

34
y N?Tz Three polnts fof vitony, ane polnt
or tie.
Saturday's qames
san Jose 1, New England 0
Columbus 3, Los Angeles 1
Chicago 3, B.C. United |
Kansas Ciy 1 Metrostars 0
Colorado 2, Dallas

ANK MCNAMARA

ON-THE-GPOT SPORTS HAD
EXCLUSIVE, ALLAREA Acri;; As

THE NFL MOUNTS T}

"NFL OPENING KICKOFF,"
OTEALL

2 s
MUSICAL-AND O« SHow

05

i e e 3

SINCE THE HousToN SuPer BowL. |l
g

-

N THE CORRIDORS OF
THE NFL, THE TOP-GECRET
TASK FORCE 15 KNOWN AS. .

(Dl’lillA’l‘lllN
WARDRORBE

Wednesday's game

Columbus at San Jose
y, Sept. 10
Kansas City at Co\oradu
» Sept. 11

Dallas at D.C U
New England at Metrostars
San Jose at Los Angeles

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
woL @B
New York 113 510 -
Indiana 5 %
Gonnecticut 1415 483 1
15 1
R
Whhgton 4% M
WESTERN CONFERENCE'
WL pet
Los Angeles a7
Seattle 7 11 607
Minnesota 16 12 571
Phoenix 15 13 5%
Sacramento 15 13 53
Houston 1216
sSan Antonio 65 23 2
rday's games
Detroit 66, Charios
Indiana &, Washington &2
sSacramento 80, San Antonio 70

Phoenix 63, Sgatfle 59
inday’s games
No games scheduled
lay's games
No games scheduled
esd

Sacramento ac Wathgion

World Cup

First Round
North American Division
wiTer

xCanada
Russia
United states
Slovakia
European Di
xFinland
weden
Czech Republic
Germany'
clinched divigion
sunia
AtTo
Russia 5, Slovakia 2

uarterfinals
Monday, Sept. 6

Finland vs. Germany at Helsinki, Finland
uesday,

g Sweden vs. Czech RepUBILC at Stockholm,

I, Minn.
Russia vs. Umted Stales 7pm.
inesday, Sept. 8

n.

First semifingl

Saturday, Sept. 11

Second sermifinal
champlonsnln

ay, Sept. 14
Semifinal winners

College football

Sunday’s scores

EAST
Merrimack 37, Mass ﬁ)ranmouth 13

H

Louisville 28, Kentucky 0

Wiles 31, lafc Atianta 29
2 AST e C,Centm\ 15

FeSneeeed &5

Purdue 51, Syracuse
OUTHWEST
Rice 10, Houston 7

WEST
Fresno St. 35, Washington 16

Weekend transactions

SEBALL
ANAHEIM ANGELSC RLAled LHp Jarrod
Washburn from the 15-day DL.
BOSTON o

v DiNardo
CLEVELAND mnuns %ecaued RHP Jason
Davi from Butalo of

vAHKEEs—Reca\Ied RHP Bret
Prinz from Columbus of th
National I.%a&
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS—Recalled OF
Doug DeVore from Tucson of the PCL.
(CINNATI REDS —Recalled C Corky Miler
from Lowisuile of e Il
Rs—purchased _the
cum'rahn Offeip Gary Clover iom danaps:

isgrinelt
PHILLES —Activated LHP
Billy Wa?ner o e
FADRES ~Purthased the con:
at of RHP Andy Ashby from Portiand of
e PCL.
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS—Recalled RHP
Kevin Correia from Fresno of the PCL.

Masciadri on the suspended ist.
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Singh in position t

Head-to-head round
will determine No. 1,
Deutsche Bank title

BY JIMMY GOLEN
The Associated Press

NORTON, Mass. — Tiger and Vijay. No.
1 and No. 2. Head to head.

The Deutsche Bank Championship got a
dream matchup for the final round when
Vijay Singh shot a 3-under 68 on Sunday to
move to 14 under, three strokes ahead of
Tiger Woods. It’s not just the tournament’s
$900,000 first prize at stake: Singh will
take over the top spot in the world rankings
if he finishes ahead of Woods.

“I'm looking forward to it. 'm in a little
better position, I'm 3-up,” Singh said with a
laugh. “I've played with Tiger many times
and I enjoy playing with him. He’s a great
player. 'm ready to play tomorrow. . . . 'm
just going to go out there and try to wm the

olf tournament.”

Smgh has already won five of them this
year — including the PGA Championship,
his third major. He leads the tour's money
list by an ever-widening margin, and he is
running away with the player of the year
award.

Now he’s within 18 holes of another big
prize. But he has to hold off Woods.

“I'think it should be a lot of fun — a lot of
fun — to go out and compete against
Vijay,” Woods said. “I think it will just be a
blast.”

‘Woods shot a 69 to improve to 11 under
and kept pace until Singh birdied No. 18 —
after missing a 25-foot putt for eagle.
‘Woods has eight career come-from behind
wins, but none since 2001.

“That gives me even more of a cushion,”
Singh said, “Every shot in front of Tiger is
important.”

Singh and Woods are the only players to
break 70 in every round; just 12 players
broke par Sunday on the 7,415-yard TPC of
Boston after 88 rounds in the red the first
two days. That left them in the final group
with daylight in front of third-place Bill
Haas, who bogeyed Nos. 13 and 14 to drop
from 11 under to 9 under.

Shigeki Maruyama was 8 under after
shooting par.

Singh has won the last eight tourna-
ments he led going into the final round, in-
cluding four this year. He needs only to fin-
ish ahead of Woods to convince the comput-
ers what many humans have known for
some time: he’s playing the best golf in the
world. (The computers factor in perfor-
mance over the past two years, taking the

0 overtake Woods

AP photos

Vijay Singh, above, lines up a par putt on the 16th hole in the third round of the Deutsche
Bank Championship on Sunday. Singh has a three-stroke lead over Tiger Woods, right,
who had a birdie putt stop just to the left of the cup on the 16th. If Singh holds on to win
the event, he'll overtake Woods as the No. 1 ranked player in the world.

strength of field into account; Woods held a
12.09-11.91 lead heading into this week.)
‘Woods has been ranked No. 1 for a record
264 consecutive weeks.

Smgh ‘made the No. 1 ranking a goal earli-
er in the year but decided it was too dis-
tracting and concentrated on winning tour-
naments.

“I'm pretty focused,” the big Fijian said.
“I'm not one to lay down Tl just go out
there and play my game.”

The wind picked up, cooling off the air
and the field as fall weather came to New
England and the players struggled to find
their lines. The event, in its second year,
features the tour’s only scheduled Monday
finish.

Singh had three birdies on the front nine,
but his best shot was on the 13th hole when
he chipped in from the bunker to save par.

“It's a great equalizer, this game,” he

said. “I make a bunker shot on lhat hole
and miss a short putt on the next

Woods stayed at 11 under thanks toa
pair of pars on the last two holes.

On No. 17, he flew the green and needed
a drop to get away from the grandstand,
but chipped to 10 feet to save par. He
chunked his second shot on 18 short of the
green and the ball wound up between two
rocks; he had to chip sideways, away from
the pin, but he got up and down to avoid los-
ing any ground.

John Rollins was at 11 under before he
triple-bogeyed the ninth hole, shanking his
drive out of bounds and takmg a drop. His
third shot was in the rough to the right of
the hole, and he needed two tries to get
onto the green before two-putting.

Singh birdied No. 9 to move to 14 under,
50 in one hole Rollins dropped from a tie
for second, two strokes behind the leader,
to six strokes back.

Russia, U.S. meet again in quarters

The Associated Press

The Associated Press

TORONTO — Pavel Datsyuk,
Alex Kovalev, Sergei Samsonov,
Alexei Yashin and Alexander
Ovechkin scored to help Russia
beat Slovakia 5-2 on Sunday night
in the final preliminary game in
the World Cup of Hockey.

Russia finished second in the
North  American  pool  of
round-robin play and will meet
the United States in a quarterfi-
nal game in St. Paul, Minn., on
Tuesday.

Russia dominated the Ameri-
cans in a 3-1 victory last Thurs-
day in St. Paul.

“I'm not sure if they took us
lightly, but 'm pretty sure they
are going to ready for us,” Sam-
sonov said.

Last-place Slovakia will play
first-place Canada in the North
American Division’s other quar-
terfinal game in Toronto on
Wednesday night.

Marian Hossa and Marian
Gaborik scored for Slovakia, 0-3
in the preliminary round. The Slo-
vakians were outscored 13-4.

“We haven’t won a game yet so
we have to come out against Cana-
da with nothing to lose,” defense-
man Zdeno Chara said.

The Russians rebounded from
a3-1 loss to Canada on Saturday
and finished 2-1 in round-robin
play. They beat Slovakia despite
being outshot 27-15.

Datsyuk opened the scoring

with a one-timer from the circle
at 8:40 of the first period, but
Hossa tied it just over two min-
utes later with a wide-open shot
from the side of the net.

Kovalev intercepted a pass at
the blue line and scored at 12:01
of the second, and Samsonov gave
Russia a 3-1 lead three minutes
later.

Yashin made it 4-1 just 54 sec-
onds into the third. Gaborik cut it
to 4-2 at 5:47 after intercepting a
pass by defenseman Andrei Mark-

But Ovechkin, the top pick in
the NHL draft, made it 5-2 just
under two minutes later. The
Washington Capitals’ draft choice
was a healthy scratch in Russia’s
first two games.

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — Despite
a poor tee shot at No. 18 and land-
ing in a greenside bunker, Cristie
Kerr shot a 3-under 69 and won
her third title of the year with a
tournament record 24-under 264
at the State Farm Classic.

Christina Kim missed a 4-foot
birdie putt at the 18th that would
have forced a playoff. She fin-
ished with a 6-under 66.

Kerr, who held a four-stroke
lead entering the fourth round,
squandered her advantage but re-
gained the lead with a birdie at
the 17th. She got up-and-down
from the bunker and made her
par putt at No. 18.

Kim birdied No. 14 and made

Kerr takes third title of year

eagle at the

par-5 15th to

Golf move into a tie
for the lead.

roundup [

ward tee shot
and two poor chips led to a bogey
at the

Stadler wins again

PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. —
Craig Stadler won his second
straight tournament, firing a
6-under 66 for a three-stroke vic-
tory over Jay Haas at the inaugu-
ral First Tee Open.

Stadler, coming off a win at the
Tradition last week in Oregon,
had seven birdies and a bogey
and never trailed in the final
round, finishing at 15-under 201.
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Tennessee wins as OB makes history

Schaeffer is first
freshman to start
opener in 59 years

BY ELIZABETH A. DAVIS
The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Tennessee’s fresh-
men quarterbacks looked good to coach Phil-
lip Fulmer, excited the fans and impressed
UNLV coach John Robinson.

Brent Schaeffer became the first Southeast-
ern Conference freshman quarterback to start
an opener in 59 years, and freshman Erik
Ainge also played extensively Sunday night in
No. 14 Tennessee’s 42-17 win over UNLV.

“Those two quarterbacks looked like they
were each 24 years old,” Robinson said.
“Ainge and Schaeffer looked like they just
came off a mission with the Dolphins and Cow-
boys. They were well-prepared, and you have
to give Coach Fulmer the credit.”

Schaeffer, the first true freshman to start an
opener at quarterback in the SEC since Geor-
gia’s John Rauch in 1945, rebounded from a
fumble during his first series to run for a
touchdown and throw for a score. Ainge en-
tered the game later in the first quarter and
finished with two touchdown passes.

Fulmer has found a good way to frustrate
defenses by using both freshmen and exploit-
ing their special skills: Schaeffer’s elusive run-
ning and Ainge’s strong arm.

Tennessee freshman quaterback Brent Schaef-
fer (7) turns to hand the ball off during the
third quarter of their game against UNLV.

“Both are going to play and give us different
dynamics. Some games one may play more
than the other,” Fulmer said.

Schaeffer’s running ability was most appar-
ent on his touchdown run.

On third-and-1, Schaeffer broke a tackle in
the backfield, rolled right, dodged more de-
fenders and ran into the end zone to give Ten-
nessee the lead.

Schaeffer went 7-for-10 for 123 yards and
ran seven times for 29 yards.

Ainge methodically led a 13-play, 82-yard
drive in the fourth quarter that was capped by
a 3-yard touchdown pass to Tony Brown.

Ainge was 7-for-9 for 69 yards in the drive
and finished 10-for-17 for 118 yards.

All of Tennessee’s six scoring drives cov-
ered at least 80 yards.

th freshmen said they were nervous, but
they didn’t play like it.

“I think during warmups I got most of my
butterflies out, but that first play, I'll remem-
ber forever,” Ainge said.

The only turnover in the game was Schaef-
fer’s fumble, and the quarterbacks didn’t have
any delay penalties.

“Anytime you have two freshmen quarter-
backs that can come out and make the right
checks and get people in the right place, you
know the coaches had them prepared,” UNLV
linebacker Ryan Claridge said. “I can say that I
played against some really good quarterbacks
‘when they were freshmen after I leave here.”

Tennessee’s tailbacks helped keep pressure
off the quanerbacks by helping roll up 272
yards on the ground.

Starting running back Cedric Houston left
the game in the third quarter because of a
right ankle injury after rushing for 97 yards.

Gerald Riggs took over and finished with 79
yards on 13 carries and one touchdown.

“The team around them picked them up,”
Fulmer said.

The Vols have a week off before Schaeffer
and Ainge face their first SEC opponent, Flori-
da in Knoxville on Sept. 18.

“If we have to split time, we’ll do what's
best for the team,” Ainge said. “We want to
win

Orton, Purdue defense show off in opener

BY STEVE HERMAN
The Associated Press

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. —

Kyle Orton never imagined he’d
get this kind of support from Pur-
due’s defense, at least not right
away.
Orton passed for 287 yards and
a career-high four touchdowns,
but the defense — with eight new
starters — was even more domi-
nant Sunday in the No. 25 Boiler-
makers’ 51-0 victory over Syra-
cuse, Purdue’s first shutout in
four years.

“Nobody expected this,” Orton
said. “I knew they were going to
be a good defense, but I didn’t
think they would be this good this
early. We've got a lot of great ath-
letes. I don’t know if we're 51
points better than them, but I
think we played a good game and
they never got into a rhythm.”

Orton, a senior, and the experi-
enced Purdue offense produced
571 yards and seven touchdowns,
only one coming on a play of less
than 32 yards. The defense,

Purdue’s Brandon Jones, right, catches a 32-yard touchdown pass in
front of Kellen Pruitt of Syracuse in the third quarter on Sunday.

due’s an awful good team. We
thought we'd run the ball better,
but they kept coming with the
blitz, and we never adapted.”

The Orange started a freshman
at quarterback for the first time
since Todd Norley in 1982. Joe
Fields was 8-for-15 for 93 yards,
and he was sacked twice, inter-
cepted once and constantly pres-
sured.

“Our defense did what we
hoped it would. We were able to
get the heat up front,” Purdue
coach Joe Tiller said.

“When you end up winning the
game the way this game was won,
you're pleased by many things.
We did a Iot of positive things.”

The Orange didn’t drive past
their own 36 until late in the sec-
ond quarter, when Purdue al-
ready was ahead 20-0. They
reached the Purdue 2 late in the
second quarter, but Fields lost
five yards, and on fourth down,
Syracuse botched a field goal at-
tempt with a bad snap with 15 sec-
onds left.

The Boilermakers had to punt

which was expected to take time
to develop, instead held Syracuse
to 197 yards, forced four fumbles
and added three sacks and two in-
terceptions.

“We’re going to try to get better
each week,” said defensive end
Ray Edwards, one of the
first-time  starters. “We played
well this week, but there are still
going to be things for us to work
on in practice.

Purdue’s last shutout came in
the 2000 season-opener against
Central Michigan. It also was the
worst shutout loss for the Orange
since a 59-0 beating at Miami in
2001.

“We did a good job flying to the
ball and keeping up our pursuit,”
said linebacker Stanford Keglar,
another new defensive starter.
“We were very successful with
our penetration. We also stayed
in our alignment and tried not to
overpursue.”

Of the seven Purdue touch-
downs, only the first — a 1-yard
run by Jerod Void in the first
quarter — covered fewer than 32
yards.

Orton then hit Brian Hare for a
75-yard score in the first quarter,
Taylor Stubblefield for TDs of 33
yards in the second quarter and
67 yards in the third period, and

Brandon Jones for 32 yards late
in the third.

Ben Jones' 34-yard field goal
gave Purdue a 37-0 lead going
into the final period when Bran-
don Kirsch replaced Orton.

The Boilermakers got their
final touchdowns on a 44-yard
run by Jerome Brooks and a
47-yard pass from Kirsch to fresh-

man Dustin Keller.
“We gave up too many big
plays on defense,” Syracuse

coach Paul Pasqualoni said. “We
were hoping to play through our
inexperience, especially at the
quarterback position, but just
didn’t do enough offensively. Pur-

on their first series of the third
quarter, but Orton’s 67-yard
touchdown to Stubblefield came
on the first play of their next pos-
session. After the TD pass to Bran-
don Jones, Walter Reyes fumbled
the Kickoff, setting up the field
goal by Ben Jones.

Reyes, coming off two
1,000-yard rushing seasons, was
held to 31 yards on 12 carries.
Perry Patterson, who replaced
Fields at quarterback late in the
third quarter, was 7-for-10 for 64
yard:

s,
Void rushed for 83 yards, while
Stubblefield_finished with five
catches for 121 yards.

College scoreboard
AP Top 25 fared

How the Top 25 teams in The Associated
press college oofbal poll ared sunday:
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I3 State (0.0) did not play. Next:
riday
.[o o)mya not play. Next: vs. No.
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1S (l -0) dlﬂ not play.

a wrday.
) beal UNLV 42:17.

1 Florida, Sept 5.
(10 did ot play. Next: vs.

0. 15V
rth Caroiia, ay.

Vo 16 a3 0 not play. Next: vs.
Icwa State, Saturday.

P (1) ld not play. Next:at Art-
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ving—UNLV, Johnson 887, Dorsey
231 Furlow 134, Marshall 1.13, Wheaton
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Couch among notable cuts

Packers QB let go at deadline for NFL 53-man rosters

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

Tim Couch’s stay in Green Bay
was short and unproductive.

The top overall draft choice in
the 1999 draft by Cleveland,
Couch was released by the
Browns in June. He joined the
Packers and was projected as
Brett Favre’s backup.

But the quarterback never pro-
gressed, and the Packers cut him
Sunday as teams got down to the
53-man roster limit for the regu-
lar season.

“He just wasn't productive
enough,” Packers coach-general
manager Mike Sherman said.
“We took a shot in hoping he
could be the guy. I don't think it's
the first time in the league that
you were wrong on somebody. It
Certainly won’t be my last time
and it wasn’t my first time.

“Its unfortunate. I'm disap-

pointed it didn’t work out. I really
lhuughl with the tapes I studied
last year, I really thought it would
work out. It didn’t.”

Couch, who got a $625,000 ros-
ter bonus from Green Bay when
he signed, completed just 1o s
passes for 96 yards with no touch-
downs or inferceptions in three
preseason games.

Two former Packers, running
back Dorsey Levens and wide re-
ceiver Antonio Freeman, also had
brief stints with new teams be-
fore being cut Sunday.

Levens, 34, was signed two
weeks ago after the Eagles lost
Correll Buckhalter to a sea-
son-ending knee injury. Levens
ran for 37 yards on 12 carries in

is only game against the New
York Jets.

Freeman joined the Dolphins
earlier this summer after David
Boston was lost for the season.
But his lack of speed and inability
to make any plays in the pre-
season got him released.
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Morten Andersen, the sec-
ond-leading scorer in NFL histo-
ry, had his contract terminated
by Kansas City. Andersen was
beaten out by Lawrence Tynes,
who kicked the past two seasons
in the Canadian Football Ledgue:

“Iam sure he will find a place,”
Vermeil said of Andersen. “He
could end up kicking against us.”

The 44-year-old Andersen has
2,259 points.

lew Orleans cut 15-year veter-
an center Jerry Fontenot, who
lost his position to LeCharles
Bentley, who moved over from
d

guard.

Fontenot, 37, started all 80
games the past five seasons and
was selected as a Pro Bowl alter-
nate last season.

I certainly hold my head high,
knowing that I did everything the
coaches asked of me and every-
thing the organization asked of
me,” Fontenot said. “I feel very
blessed in my career.”

The Saints also let go of line-
backer Darrin Smith, who was
with them since 2000.

San Diego cut receiver Kevin
Dyson, a member of the Titans
and Panthers when each played
in the Super Bowl, and safety
Kwamie Lassiter. Lassiter,
nine-year pro, started for the
Chargers last year.

'he Chargers kept four quarter-
backs projected starter Drew

es, first-round draft choice
thp Rivers, veteran Doug
Flutie, and Cleo Lemon.

Other notable moves:

M Veteran DL Bryan Robinson,
who had been with the Bears
since 1 cut. Robinson
played both defemwe end and
tackle in 100 games, with 82

starts.

W Damien Robinson went on Se-
attle’s injured reserve list. He
missed several practices with a
bruised shoulder.

he Seahawks also announced

Link at Stripes.com or Oconus.com
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Stay with Stars and
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startof

play will b datthe
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6,200
toplay,

certain rules and restrictions apply.

second-year tackle Wayne Hunt-
er has been suspended one game
by the NFL for violation of the
league’s personal conduct policy.
Hunter was involved in a domes-
tic dispute with his girlfriend last
summer.

M Nine-year veteran DE Regan
Upshaw, who started only eight
games after signing a five-year,
§$7.5 million contract with Wash-
ington, was released.

B New England cut CB Terrell
Buckley, 33, who played 31
games with &he Patriots in the
2001 and 2002 seasons, winning
one Super Bowl. He spent last sea-
son with the Miami Dolphins. He
was selected with the fifth pick in
the 1992 draft by Green Bay and
also played for Denver.

W Buffalo released LB Jason
Gildon and placed quarterback
Travis Brown on injured reserve,
‘meaning he will miss his second
consecutive season. Gildon, wh
holds the Pittsburgh Steelers’
record with 77 sacks, was cut six
weeks after the Bills signed the
10-year veteran in hopes of bol-
stering their pass rush.

Brown was angry about being
deactivated for the season. The
Bills earlier announced that
Brown was expected to miss four
to six weeks. Team president
Tom Donahoe said Monday that
Brown'’s return could even come
sooner, adding that the team was
going to keep him on the active

“When you tell me something
and you repeatedly tell me some-
thing, and then totally come out of
left field with something else, I
just don’t think that’s the way you
should do business,” Brown said.

W Jarrett Payton, son of the late
Walter Payton who was a former
teammate of Titans coach Jeff
Fisher in Chicago, was cut by Ten-
nessee. Fisher said Payton knew
the situation from the start.

“He was going to be given an
opportunity to get better. He took
care of the ball in preseason
games and to be evaluated. That’s
what we did. We kept our commit-
ment to him,” Fisher said.

W WR Joe Jurevicius was
placed on the reserve non-foot-
ball injury list and guard Kerry
Jenkins was placed on injured re-
serve with a neck strain by
Tampa Bay. Jurevicius was a
major contributor when the Bucs
won the Super Bowl two years
ago, then mlssed most of last sea-
son with a knee injury that has
been slow to heal. Back surgery
the first week of training camp
further delayed his return.

W Oakland placed strong safety
Derrick Gibson on injured re-
serve three days after he dislocat-
ed his shoulder in the team’s final
preseason game. Gibson would
have been a starter.

“It’s a time-consuming rehab,”
coach Norv Turner said Sunday.

“It probably could be 2': to
three months. It’s one of those
deals that when he got back,
you're way beyond it.”

W Dexter Jackson, the MVP of
the 2003 Super Bowl, was placed
on Arizona's injured list with a
back problem.

“Dexter’s back just has not
cleared up sufficient for him to
play football, and that's what
we're in, is the football business,”
coach Dennis Green said.

NFL transactions

FL—Suspended Dallas DT Leonardo Car-
son for one game without pay for volating
me league’s personal conduct policy.

CARDINALS —Released CB Caby
Rhinenart, GF. banmis Jonson. B bamen

g on injured re-

ATLANTA FALCONS—Released DE Bruce
Adrine, 8 Jeremy Allen, DE Charles lston,
Glymoh, T Jasor
e Quinnie, 1B

Veal, CB

9
?s
Er

. DT nemem

Woody Dantzler and DT Daniel Benetka.
BALTIMORE RAVENS—Released CB Javin

ric
TE Nick Eler, s Dave Revill

Rager. Placed LB Peter Boulware on the phys-
ically-unable-to-perform list.

BUFFALO BILLS—Released LB Jason Gild-
o1, OF Maraues Sullvan, DE Keth Mckensi
0G Ben Sobie:

Sonathan Smith, evenson,
€8 Gerald Dkt oL asen Esposio, Wh

dad, FB Luke Lawton and TE Rot
Tra"ord Placed QB Travis Brown on injured

RDI.INA PANTHERS—Acquired OL Todd
Fordham from Pmsburgn for a 2005 condi-
fonal” draft leased CB Terrance

inger, G Trabis Cla ndge G Mike Houghton, G
Kualana Carstens, CB Mar-
S BBt Saviar Caling, L5 Sean Tutls
and LS Adam Johnson. Placed LB Jessie Ar
stead and DT Shane Burton on injured re-

JHCAGD BEAVS—Feloased DL Bryan Rob-
ncon, A8 Rabih ABulian, 56 Blae AdAIS
Bryan Anderson, P Brooks Barnard, WR

uff, WR Andre Ford,

. L Michae! Keam\ey, LB Bryan Knioht,

s Marshal, W d Merritt, DE
ar ert

physically-unable-to-perform "list ‘and T
on injured reserve.
CINCINNATI BENGAL

—Released DT Glen

ulfst-

e
Greg Scott, LB Allen Augustin, LB Larry
Stevens, F3 Alex Wade and WR Jamall Brous-
sard.

CLEVELAND BROWNS-_Released TE Dar:
nell Sander: iark Word, WR Frisman
Jackson, | DI. Fehpe c\ayhrooks‘ L8 Sherrod

Jones, OL

Scot Osborne, OL Cra Osika, 8 Uyi 0sun,
X erelc Schorels, pL. Cedric scott, 0B

Ry Shacse, LB ek jans-

{ey 2 DB Roosevelt wm.ams P\aced

Jason Anderson on injured re:

cowsovs- weleasea DY Jermaine

ant, S steve Cargile, WR
Terrance Copper, S Tom Crowder, LB R
Fowler, OL Thomas Herrion, FB Jamar

fin, F8 Lousaka polite, WR Zuirel Smith, TE
Landon Trusty 'an yan Wingrove.
Placed S Darren Woodson on the physical-
inable to perrorm iSe

DENVER BRONCOS. Roleascd TE_ Byron
Chamberlain, TE Jed Weav

er, DE Bryant Mc-
Real b Chnt Vitchell A8 Atiman Calloway
and DT Ni on, QB Bradlee Van Pelt, OL
Jos Sewell 18 ‘Comeliys Anthony,’ LB

Riiodse, & Hysan ciabe, & Shamon snall

WR Romar Crenshaw, P Hayden Epstein, DE

Randy Garner, DT Thomas pittman, RB Cecil

Sapp and C Chris W laced CB Jeremy
esteuron injured reserve.

IT LIONS—Released QB Curt Anes,

o Chanes brake. | 8 scatt Genord,  Zach

Wison, © David iy ller
v

at 3. Dave Poar
Son. 78 Kelth Belton, nEdAnurew Shull, r;
0

Bradford Banta, CB Babers, CB 'Jef
sanchez, DavidKircus, LB, Michael
oung, "L "Andrew gattie, RS Avon

Bos, 3 Stepnen Trejo and WR Regote

Sainton. Placed’s Brian Walker on injured re-
GREEN BAY PACKERS—Acquired DE R-Kal

Miami for a 2006 conditional draft pick. Re-

leased OL Joseph Hayes, OL Atlas Herrion,
O Jason imencz RE Walter Wilkams, W
Wilson Thomas and LB Jermaine Taylor,

an
Scott Wells, Waived-injured WR Shockmain
Davis Reached an injury settiement with DE
Chul kne Nwokorie.

o rmns Released B DD.
Aol S Lk Biias, DE inson bavis TE
Jabari Holloway, S Jammal Lord. DI Ter.

e Martin, RB Adam Matthews, TE M:
Murohy, L8 Shantee Grr, L8 Amomo Roti
ez, LB Anthony Dunn, DT Jeremy Slechta, FB
Ed Stansbury, WR Chirs Taylor, W Sioan Th-
omas and C8 Darrick Vaughn.

WOIANAPOLE COLTS- fisleased 98 Cony
gauter, DB Corey Chamblin, DB Sanford
Samuels, DB Kato Serwanga, rth,
Sy sacter o i Newion, OF pathck
Venzke, LB Pasha Jackson, DT Tank Reese
and WR DeAndrew Rubin,

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS—Released OL
Mike”Compton, DT Anthony Maddox, OT

Sean Bubin, RB Rich Alexis, G Joe Tate, RB
David Allen, G Derrick Fletcher, DT Derrick
Ransom, DE Courtland Bullard, TE Chris
Luzar, § Anthony Mitchel and OT Sammy
i

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS—Released K Morten
Andersen, P
DT Eric Downing, DE Eddi
Croshy, S Lyle West. T Thom
SCott Comnoh s Clint Finey, T Aaron ol
day, 6 Ryan LlHa, G Tim Stuber and DT Mon-

e sharpe. Biaced LB Mike Maslowski on
Siredressrie.
MIAM! DOLPHINS—Relcased WR Antonio
Freeman and RB Fred RUS:

MINNESOTA VIKINGS Re\eased DE Nick
Rogers, S Tyrone Carter, C brody o,

om. Wi Ryan Hoag, Wi Lan
uamelsen o erck Roce, RB Batchie WAL
lace, 5 Oliver Celestin, C8 Horace Wills, CB
Jermaine Mays, C Billy Conaty and G Antho-
ny Herrera. Placed TE Richard Angulo and S
ryrone Carter on injured reserve.
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Released CB

Terrell Buckley, WR Michael Jennings,
Chas Gessner, WR Ricky Bryant, DBChnsﬂan
Morton, DB Je'Rod Ch
man, R Malaefou n:
Ritpeiks, L8 Enc Atoxander. DL Sk hag.
mussen_an avid Pruce. Placed RB
Cedric Gobbs and LB Matt Chatham on the
physically-unable-to-perform list.
INTS Rclcascd o7 Kend:
iathan

etterstrom, LB Darri
Smith ke Lamarsmuh L5 35 Srotne and

GIANIS SReleased L8 Quincy
C Carson Dach, 08

c m eus
R oE K1 ced Vesghn, OF Sean Guthrie,
BER Rade\l ocknart, 18 T. Hollowel and G
Barry Stokes
'YORK JETS —Released LB Wes Bautov-
asey Cramer, WR Matt Domingu-
ez‘ o Litt john Flowers, WR Johin Paul Fos-
cGil, LB Ryan Myers, L8 Jason
Rerye, 01 " Lance. i WR Ken:von
Rarmio, € Mikhael RIS, KB lan smart, DT
Alan Harper, DE Matt Walters. CB Andrew
Davison, G ‘Dave Yovanoy are
Lowe, QB Ricky Ray. FB Berrick Ward and WR
Terrence St
OAKLAND RAIDERS—Released OL Todd
ik, OB Brett Engemann, DB Keyon Nash,

DL shawn Johnson L8 Cody

Clarence Love on injured reserve.
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES—Released RE Dors-
ey Levens, WR Sean Morey, RB Eric McCoo,
DT Jon Bradley, OL Jeremy Bridges, LB
Howard Clark, TE Kori Dickerson, T Dante £l
lington, LE Justin Ena, CB brandon Haw, WR
Jenkins, DE Ron Johnson, LB Mike Lab-
injo, DT DeNiarco Neil and 7 Nick Marphy.
Placed C Dominic Furio on injured reserve.
PITTSBU TEELERS. Relcased | RO
Dante Brown, L8 A
Clany, S Russel Stuvaints,
F8 1. Wall, OL Drew Caylor,
Bechiok Roser andbE e Tay
SAN, DIEGO. CHARGERSReleased. WR
Kevin Dyson, S Kwamie Lassi
seph, oL Pl Bcgle‘ B Chaa e, oL Reese
Hicks, TE Brock Edhards, CB Jonathan Cox
Fiopers. (b Howar Hodges. 1
Sl ey and BE ots Loverene,
SAN FRANCISCO 496RS- Released S Mike

oL B0 tacy, L8

Jured reserve and T Jerome Davis on the re-
serve non-football injury list

SEATILE SEAAWKSReleascd S Jordan

neaux, S Walter Bernard, DT Lawaylon
Brown, DT John Schlecht, WR Antoine Burms,
W Taco Wallace, WR Jason Wilis, CB Brad
frankiin B Michael Harden, &8 Tony

LIRS 6 Byron Hardmon. T Mait Hilh &
Jocy Hollenbeck, b Donnie fones, 8 R

Lu mar Nazel, RB Tellis Redmon, G
Jeft Rochl and T Josh Whitman. placed F3
Chris Davis and S Damien Robirison on in-
jured reserve.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Released RE
Brandon Bennett, LB Michael Brown, C Ben
Claxton, L8 Dustin Cohen, WR Danny Farmer,
DT Oliver Gibson, RB Earnest Graham, 5 Will

jackson, WR Mark Jones,

1 Jenking on injored reserve an
Jurevmus o the reserve non-football njury

vaNrsszz TITANS—Released QB Jason
Gesser, RB Jarrett Payton and RB Vick King.
Walved-injured S Thomas Wright and OL
Matt Martin.

WASHINGTON _REDSKINS —Released DE
Regan Upshaw, eonard Stephens, TE
fred axter, B fyan Boschem BT Cedric
5, B Rufus Brown, CB Garmell Wilds,
CBREhac auman, Wi Jafar Wiiame, W

Sean Dillard, Wi Gari Scott, WR Sicans
Douglas, OL Pita Elisara, OL Ben Nowiand, OL
Niarcus Spriggs, oL bary| Terrel OL Bil Fer:
rario, OB Gibtan Hamdan, K Gla Kimrin, RS
Sultan ‘McCullough an arrell Wrigh
Reached an injury settlement with LB Chris
Clemons. Pl John Simon, S Dennard
Wils OT Jon Jansen on'injured re-
serv



PAGE 32

- STARS AND STRIPES

Tuesday, September 7, 2004

Serena, Roddick advance
after powerful displays

Williams to meet Capriati in U.S. Open quarterfinals

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Serena Will-
iams left her opponent swinging
at shadows, then Andy Roddick
finished off his work with a 135
mph fastball.

Roddick and Williams easily
aced their latest tests in the U.S.
Open on Sunday, servmg notice
that they’re just warming up.

Roddick overpowered Guiller-
mo Canas 6-1, 6-3, 6-3, reaching
the fourth round with an unbeat-
able serve and unbelievable ratio:
21 aces, zero double-faults.

“His serve is difficult. Well, al-
most impossible,” Canas said.

In fact, Canas’ top first serve
was 126 mph; Roddick’s average
was 129.

“T had a game plan, I executed
it. T took it to him,” said Roddick,
who next plays No. 18 Tommy Ro-
bredo.

“I really don’t have a magical
explanation for it.”

‘Williams was almost as impres-
sive: 12 aces and only one dou-
ble-fault in a 6-4, 6-2 romp over
Patty Schnyder. After it was over,
Schnyder sounded a lot like
Canas.

“When she serves that well, I
will never be able to make a
break,” she said. “If she serves
like this, it’s hard for anybody.”

The victory sent Williams into

the quarterfinals against a most
familiar opponent, Jennifer Ca-
priati.

Williams is  10-6  lifetime
against Capriati, including 3-3 in
Grand Slam events. Capriati beat
Williams in the French Open
quarters this year, then lost to her
in the Wimbledon quarters.

“I like playing Jennifer a lot, T
really do,” Williams said. “We al-
ways play each other. We really
know each other’s games.”

Lleyton Hewitt, Amelie Maures-
mo and Tommy Haas were
among the other winners as the
first week at Flushing Meadows
wrapped up.

In early play Monday, Roger
Federer reached the quarterfi-
nals for the first time when No. 16
Andrei Pavel pulled out of their
match with a herniated disc.

The top-ranked Federer, trying
to be the first man since 1988 to
win three Grand Slam titles in a
year, had never been past the
Open’s fourth round.

He'll play two-time champion
Andre Agassi or Sargis Sargsian
in the quarters.

Pavel missed six months last
year with injuries to his back and
right wrist.

In perhaps the most unusual
match  Sunday, sixth-seeded
Elena Dementieva beat No. 10
Vera Zvonareva 1-6, 6-4, 6-3 in a
matchup of Russians.

Zvonareva  cried  between
points, hit herself in the foot with
her racket and berated herself.

Justine Henin-Hardenne will
be in action Monday night. Agassi
and Venus Williams will be
among those playing earlier in
the day.

Serena Williams showed no ill
effects from the painful left knee
that force her to pull out of last
month’s Olympics. The two-time
Open champion had surgery on it
in August 2003, and missed 8"z
months while recovering.

In fact, she said a few doctors
advised her to skip this tourna-
ment.

“My knee is doing pretty good
right now. T haven’t had any wor-
ries,” she said. “I'm just excited
to be here because I wasn’t sup-
posed to come.”

The six-time Grand Slam win-
ner wore basic black. Earlier in
the week, she attracted quite a bit
of attention with black, formfit-
ting shorts and a studded, tight
tank top — she warmed up that
day with black, knee-high boots.

Supermodel Naomi Campbell
was on hand to watch Williams.
They've gone shopping together
in Los Angeles.

Capriati rallied in the first set
and went on to beat No. 12 Ai Sug-
iyama 7-5, 6-2. Staving off a set
point by winning an 18-stroke ex-
change, Capriati won the final
four games.

Serena Williams had 12 aces in her 6-4, 6-2 victory over Patty Schny-
der of Switzerland in the U.S. Open on Sunday in New York.

Next up, Serena.

“Pve played her at her best.
I've played her at her worst,” Ca-
priati said. “I've played her at my
best, me at my worst. I can just
only worry about myself, really.”

Hewitt, the 2001 Open champi-
on, won all 16 points on his serve
in the first set and cruised past Fe-
liciano Lopez 6-1, 6-4, 6-2.

Haas also reached the fourth

round with a 6-2, 6-3, 7-5 win over
Ricard Mello, while Robredo beal

Stefan Koubek 6-7 (2), 7-6 (l)
6-1, 6-3, Michael Llodra topped
Jurgen Melzer 6-3, 62, 7-5 and
Tomas Berdych beat Mikhail
Youzhny 2-6, 6-1, 6-3, 4-6, 6-1.

Dementieva advanced to face
No. 2 Amelie Mauresmo, who
beat No. 19 Francesca Schiavone
6-4, 6-2.

Younger Bubka hoping to scale heights, too

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — He's got the
same name as his famous father.

He’s also got a lot of athletic
ability.

Only this Sergei Bubka is hop-
ing to raise himself up with a ten-
nis racket, rather than a fiber-
glass pole.

Son of the 1988 Olympic cham-
pion and world record holder in
the pole vault, Bubka made his
U.S. Open debut Sunday in the
junior event. He lost in singles to
Scott Oudsema of Kalamazoo,
Mich., 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, and was to
play doubles on Monday.

“Everything was working in
the first set,” Bubka said. “The
second set, I got a little more de-
fensive. I think that carried
through for the rest of the
match.”

Chances are, he’ll hear from
dad about that.

“He gives me mental tips,” the
17-year-old Bubka said.

“That’s where he helps the
‘most. He'll talk about doing every-
thing to perfection, about always
doing your best.”

Born in the Ukraine, Bubka

and his family
live in Monte
Carlo.

U.S.

His
40-year-old fa-
ther has seen
him only once this year, at a tour-
nament in Italy.

“He’s very supportive, but he
lets me do my own thing,” the son
said. “He doesn’t want to get in
my way.”

Occasionally, they hit tennis
balls together. Dad took up the
sport after retiring following his
sixth world title in the pole vault.

“He plays for fun He’s all right
— for an amateur,” young Bubka
said with a smile.

Bubka reached the semifinals
of the 2003 Wimbledon junior
event, and has also twice played
juniors at the Australian Open.
This was his first visit to New
York — “it’s pretty big” — and
he’s already looking forward to
playing at Flushing Meadows
next year.

Bubka’s father dominated pole
vaulting for more than a decade.

His indoor record of 20 feet, 2
inches, set in 1993, still stands;
his outdoor mark of 20 feet, 1%
inches, done in 1994, also re-
mains the record.

Open
notebook

Sergiy “Sergei” Bubka, of the
Ukraine, son of Olympic pole vault
champion Sergei Bubka, hits a
return to Scott Oudsema, of the
United States, in their boys sin-
gles match in the U. S. Open on
Sunday in New York.

There never was much chance
that his son would scale those
heights.

“I tried it once when I was
young, after I had started playing
tennis,” Bubka said. “It was pret-
ty tough. I made it over the bar.
But it wasn’t very high. The pole
didn’t even bend.”

Doubles doings: The defend-
ing men’s doubles champions are

done in the U.S. Open. The 2003
runners-up are gone, too.

Top-seeded Jonas Bjorkman of
Sweden and Todd Woodbridge of
Australia wasted leads in each of
the last two sets and were upset
2-6, 7-5, 6-4 in the third round
Sunday by No. 13 Leander Paes
of India and David Rikl of the
Czech Republic.

“We let one get away,” said
‘Woodbridge, owner of a record 81
doubles titles, including 16 in
Grand Slams. “It was a really
good match — everybody played
well — but we had the upper
hand and had some bad service
games.”

He and Bjorkman led 5-4 in the
second set before losing three
straight games. Then, ahead 4-1
in the third, the defending
champs dropped five games in a
Tow.

Last year, Woodbridge and
Bjorkman beat American twins
Bob and Mike Bryan in the Open
final. The Bryans lost their
third-round match  Saturday
night.

In mixed doubles, Paes teamed

Martina Navratilova to de-
feat Els Callens and Martin
Damm 6-3, 6-4 and reached the
quarterfinals.

Their next foes: Wimbledon sin-
gles champion Maria Sharapova
and Max Mirnyi, who eliminated
siblings Cara and Wayne Black
6-3,7-6 (4.

I can hit this: At only 17, Scov-
ille Jenkins got a rude welcome to
the U.S. Open a few days ago
when Andy Roddick over-
whelmed him with a tourna-
ment-record 152 mph serve.

Jenkins played more at his own
speed Sunday when he beat Divij
Sharan 6-4, 6-1 in the first round
at the Open’s junior tournament.

“I saw the fastest serve proba-
bly that any man can hit,” Jen-
kins said. “Now I feel like I could
hit any serve.”

Roddick whipped 12 aces past
Scoville. Asked that day how it
felt to return a 152 mph rocket,
Jenkins smiled.

“I don’t know,”
didn’t return it.”

Jenkins reached the semifinals
of the junior event at Wimbledon,
and was seeded 10th at this tour-
nament. He said he enjoyed play-
ing Roddick and Sharan.

“I was really nervous going i
It was fun, both times,” he said.
“To get a win under my belt, that
felt pretty good.”

he said. “T
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Chase: Labonte, Harvick
falter in Cup standings

CHASE, FROM BACK PAGE

“I hate it that all those cautions
came out there at the end,” said
Martin, a four-time series run-
ner-up. “That was our shot, but
I'm thrilled to death to run third
here and be a contender. If the
cautions fell differently, we’'d
have had something for them.”

Both Bobby Labonte, who fin-
ished 21st, and Kevin Harvick,
who was 28th, fell out of the top
10, but still have a shot at getting
into the Chase in Richmond,
along with Dale Jarrett and Jere-
‘my Mayfield. Harvick fell to 15th,
56 points out of 10th.

Martin, who led a race-high 65
laps, took the lead from Kahne on
lap 217, but a spin by Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. brought out a caution
flag on the next trip around the
2-mile oval and brought the lead-
ers to pit road.

Rookie Brian Vickers took only
two tires and grabbed the lead,

ooimes T-anirts, Soctes & Underwenr]
Specially desigred for miftary persennel

+

with Martin, Sadler and Kahne
right behind. On the restart on lap
230, Sadler drove high on the
banking and raced to the lead. He
stayed there the rest of the way,
holding off Kahne and Martin on
one last restart with 10 laps to go
after a crash involving Earnhardt
and Ken Schrader. The winner
led a total of 59 laps.

Jeff Gordon, who won the race
here earlier this year, ran over de-
bris and damaged his car early in
the race. He wound up 37th after
his engine blew. Jimmie Johnson,
his teammate, finished 14th but
took over the series points lead
from Gordon, by S0 points.

Earnhardt, third in the points,
was already locked into the top 10
going into the race, while
fourth-place Tony Stewart and
fifth-place Matt Kenseth, the de-
fending series champion, both
wrapped up a shot at the title at
California, finishing 18th and
22nd.

Play the

Ehailmie_‘
WIN CASH!

Mondays in Stars and Stripes
on Oconus.com

Better Specs, NewAccessories

bad credit, no credit, no problem

Anaheim Angels pitcher Francisco Rodriguez celebrates after tagging out Cleveland Indians runner Ronnie
Belliard at home plate in the eighth inning on Sunday in Cleveland. The Angels won 2-1, their 15th victory in
20 games, and closed to within three games of the AL West-leading Oakland A’s.

Schilling fans 10 in 18th win

Red Sox head west after going 9-1 on homestand

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Curt Schilling
pitched into the ninth inning for
his major league-leading 18th win
and the Boston Red Sox complet-
ed a 9-1 homestand with a 6-5 vic-
tory over the Texas Rangers on
Sunday.

“Phenomenal homestand,”
Schilling said. “We played such
good baseball in every aspect.”

He was confident the Red Sox
can beat any team — at home or
on the road.

“I just feel like we are such a
good team right now that we can
win with pitching, hitting, de-
fense, bullpen ... whatever it
needs, whatever you need to do
on a given night to win,” the ace
said.

“And that 's what championship
teams do.”

David Ortiz hit his 35th homer
and the Red Sox, who had their
10-game winning streak snapped
on Saturday, remained 2/: games
behind the Yankees in the AL
East. New York beat Baltimore

-3.

Boston, which opens a
seven-game road trip on Monday
at AL West-leading Oakland, has
won 17 of its last 19 overall, and
12 of its last 13 at Fenway.

“We did what we have to do
this homestand,” Boston manager
Terry Francona said. “We have to
g0 out, take care of business and
take advamage of what we've
done so far.”

Schilling (18-6) allowed three
runs and five hits in 8!/ innings,
struck out 10 and didn’t walk a
batter in winning his fifth straight
start.

Michael Young homered twice
for the Rangers, who fell seven
games behind the Red Sox in the
wild-card race.

AL Fomins

“We met a hot Boston team
with a great pitcher on the
mound,” Young said. “The best
thing we can do is put this behind
us.”

Schilling had his third game
this season with 10 or more strike-
outs, and 89th of his career. He
was going for his fourth complete
game of the season and 83rd of
his career, but Eric Young sin-
gled with one out in the ninth and
Michael Young hit his 18th
homer to end Schilling’s day.

Keith Foulke came in and gave
up two runs on pinch-hitter David
Dellucci’s two-run single with
two outs before getting Kevin
Mench to line out to end it.

Ryan Drese (11-8) took the
loss, allowmg four runs and seven
hits in six innings.

Yankees 4, Orioles 3: Jorge
Posada drew a bases-loaded walk
from Jorge Julio (2-3) in the
ninth, giving the Yankees the vic-
tory.

Derek Jeter reached base four
times and scored three runs for
the Yankees, who rallied from a
three-run deficit for their major
league-leading S53rd comeback
win. Bernie Williams had his first
sacrifice bunt since 1996, moving
Jeter to third in the ninth.

“These are the games you have
to know how to win,” Jeter said.

Rafael Palmeiro hit a three-run
homer in the first inning for the
Orioles, who were looking for
their first three-game sweep at
Yankee Stadium since June 6-8,
1986.

Mariano Rivera (4-1) pitched
out of a first-and-third, none-out
Jjam in the ninth for the win.

Blue Jays 13, Athletics 5:
Rookie Gabe Gross’ first career
grand slam and Russ Adams’ first
major league homer led the Blue
Jays to a rout of the visiting A’s.

Carlos Delgado also homered
for the last-place Blue Jays, who
avoided a three-game sweep.
Ryan Glynn (1-0) allowed two
runs and four hits in five innings
for his first win since May 5,
2001.

oyals 12, Twins 3: Jimmy
Gobble (7-8) pitched a six-hitter
for his first career complete

ame.

Joe Randa went 4-for-5 with a
homer, and David DeJesus hit a
two-run homer in the Royals’ first
win in nine games at the Metro-
dome.

Angels 2, Indians 1: John Lack-
ey (12-11) allowed two hits in 7'
innings to lead the Angels to a
three-game sweep in Cleveland
that pulled them within three
games of first-place Oakland.

Francisco Rodriguez worked
out of a jam in the eighth, block-
ing the plate after taking a blind
backhanded throw from catcher
Bengie Molina to get a sliding
Ronnie Belliard. Rodriguez also
worked a perfect ninth for his
11th save.

Troy Glaus homered off Jake
Westbrook (12-7) for Anaheim,
which has won 15 of 20.

White Sox 6, Mariners 2: At
Chicago, Joe Borchard and Paul
Konerko each hit two-run homers
to back a strong outing by Felix
Diaz (2-4) and the White Sox won
their third straight.

Ichiro Suzuki went 1-for-4 to
give him a major league-leading
224 hits, 33 shon of the single-sea-
son record of 257 hits, set by
George Sisler in 1920 with the St.
Louis Browns.
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[ Major League Baseball scoreboard

American League
East Division

L Pct GB

New York 5 618 -

Boston 54 600 2%

Baltimore 72 467 20%

Tampa Bay 75 4d0 24

Toronto 80 416 27%
Central Division
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67 504 sn

7148 11

3 72 463 14

Kansas City 87 3% 28%

Oakland 55 596 —

Anaheim 58 574 3

Texas 61 548 on

Seattle 51 85 375 30
\y's games.

sunday
Toronto 13, Oakland 5

Yankees 4, Baltimore 3
Detoit at Tampa Bay, ppd., hurricane
Boston 6, Texas 5
Kansas Ciy 12 Minnesota 3
Chicago White'Sox 6, Seattle 2
Anaheim?2, Clevelan
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Kansas City at Detroit
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2 83y at .Y, Vankees, DH

Cleveland at Seatile
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Anaheim 78 58 574 3%
74 61
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Blue Jays 13, Athletics 5
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Reds 9, Brewers 2
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to nine with sweep

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Reggie Sanders
hit a pinch-hit RBI smgle off Gio-
vanni Carrara (4-2) in the 11th in-
ning and the St. Louis Cardinals
completed a three-game sweep of
the Los Angeles Dodgers with a
6-5 win Sunday for their ninth
straight victory.

Ray King (5-2) struck out one
in a scoreless 11th for the Cardi-
nals, whose winning streak is
their longest since winning 10 in a
row in 2001. They hadn’t trailed
during the streak until Adrian Bel-
tre hit his NL-leadmg 44th homer
in the second inning.

The Cardinals wrapped up a
6-0 homestand and won for the
14th time in 16 games.

John Mabry homered and Jim
Edmonds tied a career high with
three doubles for St. Louis, which
entered the ninth with a 5-2 lead.
The Dodgers tied it with three
runs on four hits off Jason Isring-
hausen.

St. Louis’ Larry Walker
sprained his right knee when he
slipped while fielding Jose Her-
nandez’s single in the fifth. Walk-
er had an MRI exam that re-
vealed a small bone bruise but no
structural damage, and he’s listed
as day to day.

The NL Central-leading Cardi-
nals swept the West-leading
Dodgers for the first time since
June 23-25, 2000, extending their
division lead to 17" games.

Astros 10, Pirates 5: At Hous-
ton, Mike Lamb went 4-for-5 with
ahomer and four RBIs to lead the
Astros to their ninth straight win.

Carlos Beltran added three hits
as the Astros moved within 1%
games of San Francisco and idle
Chicago for the NL wild-card
lead.

Houston has won 12 of 13 and
17 of 20 and is on its longest win-
ning streak since the Astros won
a franchise-record 12 straight
Sept. 3-14, 1999.

Rockies 5, Padres 2: Vinny
Castilla hit his 30th homer, and
Jeromy Burnitz and Matt Holli-
day also connected for visiting
Colorado, which handed the Pa-
dres their fifth loss in six games.

The Padres keep losing ground
in the tight wild-card race, falling
2Y> games behind San Francisco
and idle Chicago. They were beat-
en by rookie lefty Jeff Francis
(1-2), who came in with a 13.50
ERA, but got his first win in his
third big league start.

Francis, the Rockies’
first-round draft pick in 2002,
held the Padres to five hits in 5'/3
scoreless innings. He lowered his
ERA to 8.59 and allowed just one
runner as far as third base. He
struck out three and walked one.

Brian Lawrence (13-12) lost for
the fifth time in his last seven de-
cisions. He allowed three runs
and seven hits in seven innings,
struck out three and walked
three.

Phillies 4, Mets 2: At Philadel-
phia, Brett Myers threw three-hit
ball over seven innings to help
the Phillies sweep New York and
send the Mets to their ninth
straight loss.

Mike Lieberthal and Jimmy
Rollins homered for the Phillies,
who moved back to .500 — at
68-68 — for the first time since
Aug. 29.

Philadelphia has won six of

13

St. Louis Cardinals’ Jim Edmonds tied his career high with three dou-
bles Sunday in the Cardinals’ 6-5 win over the Los Angeles Dodgers.

nine, but is 6%2 games behind idle
Cthng in the NL wild-card race.

Myers (8-9) followed impres-
sive outings from Gavin Floyd
and Cory Lidle, who allowed only
one earned run in 16 innings. Tim
Worrell got three outs for his 17th
save.

Expos 4, Braves 3 (12): At
Montreal, Tony Batista hit a
one-out RBI double in the 12th in-
ning and the Expos ended a
three-game losing streak.

Endy Chavez drew a one-out
walk off Juan Cruz (4-2) in the
12th.

Batista followed with a drive
high off the wall in left-center as
Chavez trotted home with the win-
ning run while his teammates
spilled out of the dugout to greet

Brad Wilkerson homered and
Brian Scheider tied a career
high with four hits for the Expos.

T.J. Tucker (4-2) allowed one hit
and struck out one in the 12th to
pick up the win.

J.D. Drew hit his career-high
30th homer for Atlanta, which
had its five-game winning streak
end. The Braves have lost just
twice in their last 13 games and
are 35-13 since the All-Star
break.

Reds 9, Brewers 2: Adam
Dunn hit a three-run homer and
Luke Hudson pitched six strong
innings for visiting Cincinnati.

Ryan Freel went 3-for-5 with a
home run for the Reds, who
snapped a five-game losing
streak. The Reds had been out-
scored 46-13 and had a team ERA
of 8.58 during the skid.

Hudson (2-1), making his fifth
start of the season, gave up only
one hit and struck out four. Joe
Valentine and Juan Padilla
pitched the final three innings for
the Reds.

Giants pull
into tie for
NL wild card

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Edgardo
Alfonzo hit a two-run homer off
Randy Johnson in the sixth in-
ning, and the San Francisco Gi-
ants moved into a virtual tie atop
the NL wild card standings with a
4-1 win over Arizona on Sunday.

Brett Tomko (9-6) pitched
seven impressive innings on a
sprained right ankle, getting eight
strikeouts in his fourth straight
victory. Ray Durham had an RBI
single as the Giants finished a
three-game sweep of the Di
mondbacks and moved into a vir-
tual tie with the Cubs, whose
weekend series in Florida was
postponed by Hurricane Frances.

San Francisco (76-63, .547) has
played six more games than Chi-
cago (73-60, .549), which proba-
bly will face a slate of doublehead-
ers in the final four weeks of the
season.

The Giants also pulled within
3 games of the NL West-leading
Los Angeles Dodgers, who were
swept by St.

San Franclsco rallled from be-
hind in all three victories over Ari-
zona — and in the finale, the Gi-
ants did it without much help
from Barry Bonds, who went
1-for-2 with two more walks, in-
cluding his 101st intentional pass
of the season. Bonds has 194
walks — four shy of his major
league record from 2002.

Dustin Hermanson struck out
the side in the ninth for his 10th
save in 12 chances.

Not even Johnson (12-13) could
prevent Arizona from falling 53
games below .500 for the first
time in franchise history. Despite
striking out seven and raising his
major league-leading total to 249,
the Big Unit lost his third straight
start against the Giants, allowing
seven hits and two walks while
pitching into the seventh.

Yankees pitcher Brown vows to return this season

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Kevin Brown
had successful surgery on his bro-
ken left hand Sunday and vowed
to pitch again for the New York
Yankees this season.

“I don’t know how much you
want to know. I've pitched in
more pain than I have right now,”
he said sternly.

‘The right-hander is still expect-
ed to miss at least three weeks
after breaking two bones in his
non-pitching hand when he
punched a wall in the clubhouse
Friday night, an immature act of
frustration that could cost his
team dearly.

Brown had two pins placed in
his hand at Columbia Presbyteri-
an Medical Center on Sunday
morning. With a large bandage
‘wrapped around his hand, he was
back at Yankee Stadium answer-
ing questions from reporters an
hour before New York played the
Baltimore Orioles.

A contrite Brown apologized to
his teammates personally, and of-

fered an apolo-
gy to the en-
tire organiza-
tion and Yan-
kees fans for
leavmg

club short-handed in the mlddle
of a tight pennant race.

“They all deserve one,” he said.
“I made a mistake of letting my
emotions take over. If there was
any way in the world I could take
it back, I would. ... It's my fault. I
take the blame. I don’t expect any-
body to understand.”

When asked what made him
throw a left at the wall instead of
aright, Bmwn said: “Years of ex-
perience.”

The 39-year-old Brown said the
same intensity that made him
lose his temper has driven him to
succeed throughout his big
league career. He said he’ll re-
turn to the mound as soon his doc-
tor allows, but there was no doubt
in his mind it will be this season.

MLB
briefs

Ashby rejoins Padres
SAN DIEGO — The San Diego

Padres brought back right-hand-
er Andy Ashby on Sunday and
plan to use him out of the bullpen.

The Padres purchased Ashby’s
contract after he successfully re-
habbed his right elbow from
Tommy John surgery, performed
last Oct. 20. He last pitched in the
majors for the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers in 2003, going 3-10 with a 5.18
ERA.

The Padres signed him to a
minor league contract on March
30. He hasn'’t pitched at any level
this season.

Ashby pitched for the Padres
from 1993-1999, going 70-62 with
a3.60 ERA. He helped the Padres
win the NL West title in 1996 and
the NL pennant in 1998, and was
an All-Star in 1998 and 1999.

Ashby has a career record of
98-110 with a 4.13 ERA. He’s also
pitched for Phi Colo-

Mickey Mantle in 1963 will be
sold in a public auction and could
fetch $100,000 or more, accord-
ing to Heritage Galleries of Dal-
las.

Until the 1970s, it was common
practice to send major league jer-
seys down to the minors at sea-
son’s end, said Chris Ivy, director
of sports auctions for Heritage
Galleries.

“The old numbers and logos,
such as the Yankees’ ‘NY’ over
the heart, would be removed and
replaced with the new team’s in-
signia,” Ivy said. “As a result, al-
most all other Mickey Mantle
game-worn jerseys in existence
today have been restored follow-
ing minor league alterations.”

The sale will be conducted Fri-
day and Saturday in Long Beach,
Calif., and onlme at www.Heritag-

rado and Atlanta.

Mantle jersey up for auction

DALLAS — An original, unal-
tered-for-minor-leagues New
York Yankees uniform worn by

eSport: com.

The auchon also will include a
Sandy Koufax game-worn jersey
from the Dodgers’ final season in
Brooklyn, N.Y., as well as the “Th-
rilla in Manila” boxing gloves
worn by Joe Frazier when he

fought Muhammad Ali in the Phil-
ippines in October 1975.

Also for sale will be a Ted Will-
iams game-used fielder's glove
and the first baseball hit for a
home run by Willie McCovey, the
San Francisco Giants star.

Former All-Star MacDougal

among Royals’ call-ups

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Former
All-Star Mike MacDougal was
among four players called up Sun-
day by the Kansas City Royals.

MacDougal was 3-3 with 24
saves and a 2.59 ERA when he
was selected to the All-Star team
in 2003. After the break, the right-
hander went 0-2 with three saves
and a 6.85 ERA.

He began this season on the
1S-day disabled list, then ap-
peared in five games, posting a
10.80 ERA. He went 1-0 with one
save and a 1.56 ERA in 16 games
for Double-A Wichita.

Kansas City also called up right-
hander Denny Bautista, lefthand-
er Chris George and catcher Paul
Phillips.
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Heisman-winning QB Couch,
ex-Packer Levens among
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For Sadler, the chase is on

spot in NASCAR’s postseason

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

FONTANA, Calif. — Now, Elliott Sadler
can go home and enjoy himself.

Thanks to his victory Sunday night in the
Pop Secret 500 at California Speedway, all
the Virginia native has to do is start next
week in Richmond to assure himself a spot
in NASCAR’s new Chase for the Nextel
Cup championship.

“The pressure is off,” Sadler said. “We
are in the Chase. That was our goal and we
are in the show. We have nothing to lose
and we're going to go have fun, race hard
and whatever happens happens.”

In NASCAR’s new championship for-
mat, only the top 10 drivers following the
Richmond race Saturday night will be eligi-
ble to compete for the title over the final 10
races. Moreover, they will begin the battle
separated by just five-point increments,
with the 10th-place driver only 45 behind
the leader.

Sadler said that makes him and his No.
38 Robert Yates Racing Ford team real con-
tenders.

“I think we can win this championship,”
said Sadler, who has never finished better
than 20th in the season standings during
his six seasons in NASCAR'’s top series.
“You know why? Because we have been
very, very consistent.

“We could have cracked coming down
the stretch with pressure, but we were in
the top 10 every single week except maybe
for one race. That’s showing that this is a
strong race team and we’ve come a long
way this year.”

The 29-year-old racer from Emporia,
Va,, won for the second time this season
and third time in his career. He easily held
off rookie Kasey Kahne and Mark Martin
at the end of the 250-lap race — with the
help of a couple of late caution flags that
slowed the two challengers.

But Kahne, who finished second for the
fifth time this season, and Martin climbed
into the top 10 in the points. Kahne is ninth
and Martin 10th, nine points behind.

Jamie McMurray finished fourth in the
race and jumped from a tie for 14th to 11th,
25 points behind Martin.

Kahne said he was surprised that Sadler
came on o strong at the end.

“Elliott beat us both there at the end,” he

On the home stretch

How the drivers battling for the finals spots in
NASCAR's Chase for the Nextel Cup fared this
week. Ten drivers will qualfy for the 10-race
shootout, which begins Sept. 19:

Ryan Newman
Started day in 10th,
but soldified his
hold on a spot with
just one race to go.

Kahne
Vaulted back into
Chase with fifth
runner-up finish of
rookie season.

Mark Martin
Was in 15th place
at end of July, now
holds final Chase
spot by 25 points.

lamle McMurray

gged into
mh wih louth
top-10 finish in past
five races.

Bobby Labonte
Finished 20th and
fell out of top 10;
asn't had a top-10
finish since July 3.

Dale Jarrett
Veteran is just 43
points out of last
Chase spot head-
ing into final race.

said. “It was a little surprising. I think both
our Dodge and Mark Martin were a little
better than the 38 (Sadler) for most of the
race. But he held his own and he had the
car to beat there at the end.”

Martin did appear to have the strongest
car through much of the race. But he
couldn’t seem to get his car up to top speed
for 10 to 20 laps after each of the track
record 11 caution flags in the race that
began in 99-degree heat of the late after-
noon and ended in the cooler temperatures
after dark under California

new lights.
SEE CHASE ON PAGE 33

Elliott Sadler

in Victory Lane after winning the Nextel Cup Pop Secret 500 at

the California Speedway on Sunday in Fontana, Calif. Sadler clinched a spot in NASCAR’s
‘Chase for the Nextel Cup,’ starting Sept. 19 at New Hampshire International Speedway.

Sanders
knocks in
winning run
in 11th as
Cardinals
sweep
Dodgers
Page 35

Former champs
Roddick,
Serena Williams
state their case
in effortless
U.S. Open wins
Page 32

Tennessee routs
UNLV behind
history-making
freshmen QBs
Page 30
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